MPs want 
enefit fix 


The Government needs to 
undertake an urgent and fun- 
damental review of the way 
Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) is administered, a report 
by an influential group of MPs 
is understood to say. 

The report by the House of 
Commons Social Services 
Committee, which was being 
published as DN went to press, 
is understood to conclude that 
DLA is currently “unstable” 
and “does not serve the inter- 
ests of disabled people”. Court 
cases have “swayed” the benefit 
in “very inefficient” directions. 

The report, which is the result 
of a four-week inquiry, suggests 
that a better approach might be 
to target the benefit at more 
severely disabled people. But 
MPs do think there should be a 
better balance between medical 
assessments of the recipient 
and self-assessment when it 
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comes to allocating the award. 
They think there should be a 
better method for dealing with 
the changes in a recipient’s con- 
dition — whether for better or 
worse: Mental health problems 
are also not being properly 
accounted for, MPs allege. 

Th report is understood to 
attack the Government for its 
handling of the Benefits 
Integrity Project (BIP), intend- 
ed to root out DLA fraud. 

The committee has already 
received a letter of apology 
from senior civil servants at the 
Department of Social Security 
for starting the BIP off in the 
interim period between this 
and the last government at the 
time of the election. But MPs 
are understood to urge that 
nothing like this should ever 
happen again. 

The Government’s response 
will be published later this year. 
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Floored: boxer Spencer Oliver, who was defending his European title, needed brain surgery shortly 
after this photo was taken when a blow to the head tore a blood vessel. But Sports Minister Tony Banks 
has rejected calls for ban on the sport, much to the dismay of doctors. See page 8. 
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Test case first 


A victory first at an Employment Appeal Tribunal (EAT) will encourage 


more disabled people to push on with discrimination cases, lawyers claim. 


The case of a sacked roadwork- 
er has been sent back to indus- 
trial tribunal by the EAT for 
the first time. 

Peter Morse, 54, from 
Chippenham, worked for 
Wiltshire County Council for 
34 years. He became disabled 
after sustaining head injuries in 
a road accident at work in 1986 
but was told that his job would 
be secure. 

In March last year, he was 
made redundant because he did 
not have a heavy goods vehicle 
licence which he was told was 
needed in order for him to keep 
his job. Mr Morse had lost his 
licence due to the accident. 

The case went to industrial 
tribunal (IT) last September 
but lost. Mr Morse’s union, 
Unison, then took it to the EAT 
and won. 

The union | successfully 
argued that the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) had 
not been correctly applied by 
the original tribunal. 

Solicitor John Clinche told 
DN: “If the EAT had gone 
against us, the act would be 
just a paper tiger. This case will 
stop employers from thinking 
they have carte blanche to go 


Morse: delighted with verdict 
ahead and sack anybody who 
has a disability.” 

The case has set a precedent 
for all tribunal cases. 

From now on the issue of 
“reasonable adjustment” — 
where employers have a duty 
under the DDAto make 
changes to the work place if it 
puts disabled employees at a 
disadvantage — must be taken 
into consideration in all cases 
of dismissal. 

Wiltshire County Council 
refused to make a comment as 
it said the case was on-going. 

But Mr Morse was delighted. 
“T am really pleased that this is 


going back to tribunal,” he 
said. “It will give me a second 
chance to try and get some 
kind of compensation.” 

Michael Rubenstein, lawyer 
and co-editor of Equal 
Opportunities Review, said: 
“This will encourage disabled 
people to go to the EAT as they 
will see how ITs can misinter- 
pret the law.” 

However Richard Wood, chief 
executive of the British Council 
of Disabled People, was less 
enthusiastic. “This shows that 
the original DDA legislation 
was so poorly written that it is 
not clear how to interpret it 
and it shows we need proper 
civil rights legislation,” he said. 

Samantha Fothergill, legal 
officer, for’. the \ Royal 
Association of Disability and 
Rehabilitation, agreed. 

“It is unfortunate that more 
guidance has not come from 
the Government on reasonable 
adjustment and we have to rely 
on individuals and unions to 
establish what ‘the duty to 
make reasonable adjustments’ 
means,” she said. 

A total of 22 cases involving 
the DDA have so far gone to 
the EAT. 
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News 3 


Cerebral palsy charity Scope has been awarded £20,000 to develop 
ways of teaching reading skills to speechless children, who cannot 
read aloud. Mike Davies, senior educational psychologist in Scope’s 
Advisory Assessment Service (seen above in action), said: “I am 
hoping that the manual and information we will publish will have a 


profound effect on standards of literacy development.” 


Reeve 
speaks 
to DN 


He’s been widely praised in 
the national press for detailing 
in his new autobiograhy his 
highest hopes and darkest 
hours since a riding accident 
left him paralysed. 

But in next month’s DN, 
Superman star Christopher 
Reeve explains just how serious 
he is about his claims that he 
will soon be walking again. 
Don’t miss it. Out on 27 June. 
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“AND THIS IS THE END 
OF OUR COVERAGE OF 


THE 1998 LONDON 
MARATHON — AND YES, 
WE KNOW WE MISSED 
OUT THE WHEELCHAIR 
ATHLETES AGAIN, BUT 
WE PROMISE WE WILL 
TRY A LOT HARDER 
NEXT YEAR!” 


STEVE MORGAN 


FOUR GOOD 


Insurer 
unsure 
on CP 


A disabled man is angry after 
an insurance company said it 
could offer him health insur- 
ance but would not pay up if 
it thought conditions were 
brought on by his disability. 

Hugh Slater, 45, of Ashford, 
in Middlesex, who has cerebral 
palsy, enquired about private 
health care plans in May. 

He said: “They told me they 
would cover me, but they 
would not pay up if they felt 
any help I needed was related 
to my disability. I think they are 
discriminating against me.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
company, Norwich Union 
Healthcare, said such provisos 
were normal. She said: “We 
would have to take expert med- 
ical advice on anything that 
may be related to or brought on 
by cerebral palsy. 

“If it was, there would not be 
any medical insurance that 
would cover him,” she said. 

The Association of British 
Insurers agreed. “A condition 
which you have or anything 
linked to it would be excluded 
by most insurance companies,” 
a spokesperson said. 

Gill Stewart, research and 
public policy manager at 
Scope, said such policies were a 
“gamble” which “could have 
the effect of excluding or deter- 
ing people from insurance”. 
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YES OF COURSE. This is a MANGAR! 
Tel: 01544 267674 Fax: 01544 260287 


Mangar International, Presteigne, 
Powys, LD8 2UF. 


Cut claim 


The Government has been 
accused of lying over who 
decided to cut crucial funding 
from England’s main advisory 
body on accessibility. 

Construction minister Nick 
Raynsford told a conference 
organised by the Royal 
Association for Disability and 
Rehabilitation in May that the 
axing of core funding for the 
Access Committee for England 
(ACE) had been “a Department 
of Health (DoH) decision”. 

But a letter seen by DN refers 
to “a review carried out jointly 
by the DoH, Department for 
Education and Employment 
(DfEE) and the Department of 
the Environment Transport and 
the Regions (DETR)” — to 
which Raynsford belongs — 
which had led to the decision. 

ACE policy officer Clare 
Goodridge 
Raynsford’s claim that the 
work of her group, which advis- 
es the Government on accessi- 
bility issues, would be taken up 
by the Disability Rights Task 
Force. She said the task force 
lacked the expertise which ACE 
had built up. 

She suspected that, far from 
there being a thorough review, 
the main movers behind the 


dismissed 


attacked 


decision to remove the Section 
64 funding had been civil ser- 
vants within the DETR itself. 
She said they had grown irritat- 
ed with ACE, who had been 
“openly critical” of some of 
their decisions. 

She added that one key DfEE 
official phoned her to ask 
about research ACE was doing 
after the decision to cut fund- 
ing was made in March. He 
was unaware of any review hav- 
ing taken place — or even of the 
decision to cut funds. “What 
do you do when you are evalu- 
ating someone’s performance?” 
she said. “You talk to someone 
who has been dealing with 
their work.” 

A DoH spokesman dismissed 
the claims. “All of the organisa- 
tions which receive this funding 
are left in no doubt that it is 
given to help fledgling organi- 
sations become established,” he 
said. “They know the funding 
is under review and unless we 
have this system we would have 
no way of supporting other 
fledgeling organisations.” 

However Parliament’s All 
Party Disablement Group has 
agreed to take up the issue of 
funding for groups like ACE 
later this month. 


AMAZING NEW REPORT EXPOSES 
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Don’t make the mistake of 
paying way over the odds 
unnecessarily. The new 
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from the Mobility Matters 
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ers and powerchairs which 
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committing yourself. 
Before you choose, read 
and learn. 
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4 News 


The Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) should be 
able to investigate suspected 
discrimination and take up test 
cases on disabled people’s 
behalf, Government advisors 
have said. 

The Disability Rights Task 
Force’s recommendations come 
amid revelations that com- 
plaints from disabled people 
about employment discrimina- 
tion are on the increase. 

The DRC should consist of 
anything from 12 to 15 com- 
missioners, most of whom 
should be disabled people, said 
the task force. 

It should be able to draw up 
codes of practice, have both a 
conciliation and enforcement 
role in areas of dispute, and 
should be able to take up dis- 
putes to build up case law. 

It should also have the power 
to investigate suspected dis- 
crimination and to recommend 
changes to the law. It should 
even be able to suggest changes 
to dnthes 11.9959. Disabzslity, 
Discrimination Act (DDA). 

The proposals are available on 
the task force’s website. Equal 
Opportunities Minister Alan 
Howarth has already gone on 
the record to say the DRC 


CA 


Bias must 
be probed 


would be operating by the mil- 
lennium (DN, May). 

Meanwhile, monthly figures 
for the number of cases 
brought under the DDA to the 
the Advisory, Conciliation and 
Arbitration Service (ACAS) 
reached the 200 mark for the 
first time in March, new statis- 
tics have revealed. 

ACAS has a responsibility to 
prevent and resolve employ- 
ment disputes. Its chairman 
John Hougham said: “Although 
the number of cases still seems 
relatively low, they are higher 
than cases falling under the Sex 
Discrimination Act or Race 
Relations Act after these Acts 
had been implemented for a 
similar length of time.” 

He said 80 per cent of the 
cases which ACAS deal with 
under the DDA were settled or 
withdrawn before they reached 
an industrial tribunal. 

Samantha Fothergill, legal 
officer. for the Royal 
Association for Disability and 
Rehabilitation, said: “The fact 
that there are so many cases 
highlights the need for a DRC 
to enforce the law.” 


Disability Rights Task Force: 
http://www.disability.gov.uk 


MOR 


STATRETE ‘FS 


For the finest Quality and Service 
in New & Reconditioned Stairlifts! 


At Caremor Stairlifts we have 
a wealth of knowledge and 
experience that will help 
guide you to the best and 
most cost effective solution 
to your stairlift needs. 


® Free Design & Planning 
® Wide range to choose 
from, Straight/Curved 
© Fitted in less than a day 
® No Disruption & 
No Damage 


® Written 10 YEAR 
Warranty 


FREEPHONE 0500 104510 


To arrange your Free Consultation and Brochure 


Wheelchair user 


denied last rights 


A disabled Newcastle woman is 
angry after an undertaker 
failed to get her a suitable car 
to go to her mother’s funeral. 
Wheelchair user Mary Laver, 
51, whose mother Edna Taylor 
died in March at the age of 79, 
was shocked when on the day 
of the funeral in April an acces- 
sible car failed to turn up with 
the hearse. She had been 
assured that one would be pro- 
vided from a local taxi firm. 
Ms Laver said: “I thought I was 


Students 


Three undergraduates from an 
American technical college 
have arrived at our offices to set 
up DN’s on-line archive. 

The three, from Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute (WPI), are 
contacting readers for their 


not going to get to my mother’s 
funeral. They eventually sent a 
cab. I followed my mother 
squashed up with my family 
and a close friend in the back 
of this dirty black cab.” 

Patricia Glynn, a partner with 
the undertakers Ambler 
Brothers said: “We ordered the 
taxi in advance and checked 


that it would come in the 


morning. I was horrified. | 
would not dream of using the 
company again.” 


Nelo out 


opinions. They hope to create a 
facility that demonstrates best 
practice in accessibility. 

Jennie Hawks, WPI’s London 
co-ordinator, said: “It’s a good 
academic project which I hope 
is useful for disabled people.” 


A FIRST FOR BRITAIN! 


50 stones down to 5 stones carrying capacity. 


> THE ALDERSLEY EXCEL 


Fully tested 
at Blackpool 
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aren’t just for cheeky 
youngsters! They are 
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In brief 


Skip to my loo 
Finding an accessible loo 
should no longer be a problem 
after the Atlas Guide Book to 
Accessible Toilets is published! 
in the year 2000. The book, 
supported by DN, is being put: 
together by volunteers and will 
cover the whole of England. | 

If you would like to help in: 
the quest to find accessible 
loos, tel: 0181-904 8321 for ani 
information pack. H 


Symbol alert 
Disabled and older people can) 
be sure of accessible accommo-; 
dation if they book hotels using ! 
the advice on a new leaflet, 
What do you want to know 
when you book accommoda- 
tion?, published by the Tourism — 
for All Consortium. | 

The leaflet is available free, on 
tel: 0181-563 3307 


European first 

The first person with a learning 
disability has been elected as | 
vice president of the European | 
Association of Inclusion 
International which works | 
worldwide for people with | 
learning disabilities. Lloyd | 
Page, a volunteer with Mencap, | 
was elected in Brussels last | 
month at the Association’s | 
tenth anniversary. 


Virgin hearing | 
Virgin Atlantic has smoothed 
the way for deaf passengers by | F 
fitting minicom systems. Deaf | 
or hard of hearing passengers 
can now telephone minicom | 
numbers (01293) 747691 for the | 
airline or (01293) 744271 for 
holidays. All Virgin Atlantic | 
flights also have a loop system | 
for inflight entertainment. 


Open country 
Carlisle’s Kingmoor Nature | 
Reserve has come out top in 
BT’s Countryside for All | 
Awards, aimed at encouraging | 
people to make the countryside | 
accessible to everyone. The | 
Reserve has built new footpaths | 
and bridges and added tactile | 
waymarkers (see also page 8). 


Mother for tribunal 

The mother of a 14-year-old 
boy with Down’s Syndrome is | 
planning to go to industrial tri- 
bunal to win the right to send 
her son to a mainstream 
school. Gail McKibben from 
Belfast had refused to send her 
son David to a special school 
(DN, May). 

Last month she met with the © 
Belfast education and library 
board who agreed to change 
David's statement. But she told * 
DN: “The special school will 
still be named on David’s state- 
ment so I will have to bring the 
case toa tribunal.” 
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| The 1995 Carers’ Act has made 
few improvements to young 
carers’ lives, a report has found. 

The report, Young carers in 
'the UK, found that twenty per 
cent of young carers are miss- 
ing school and have to provide 
intimate care to their relatives. 

Researcher Chris Dearden, 
who helped compile the report 
for Loughborough University, 
told DN: “We were hoping to 
see greater improvements since 
the act came in but there were 
only slight changes.” 

The Association of the 
Directors of Social Services had 


Finland 
hits out 
at study 


Finnish doctors have claimed 
there is no evidence for a link 
between bowel disease, autism 
and the measles, mumps and 
rubella (MMR) vaccine. 

A study published in The 
Lancet in February (DN, 
March) caused a crisis in confi- 
dence in the MMR vaccine 
which led to many parents 
choosing not to have their child 
immunised or demanding sin- 
gle dose vaccines. 

Since then Heikki Peltola of 
Helsinki University Central 
Hospital and other researchers 
have written to The Lancet, 
highlighting a 16-year study 
carried out in Finland in 1982. 

The study found that only 31 
children out of around 1.5 mil- 
lion developed gastrointestinal 
symptoms. Of these, Dr Peltola 
reported: “No child developed 
autistic spectrum disorder and 
all illness reported was mild. 

“Over a decade’s effort to 
detect all adverse events associ- 
ated with the vaccine could 
find no data supporting the 
hypothesis that it causes autism 
or bowel disease,” he added. 

Pat Tookay, who coordinates 
the national congenital rubella 
surveillance programme at the 
Institute of Child Health, said: 
“Neither the Finnish study nor 
the reports by other doctors in 
The Lancet have suggested a 
causal link between MMR, 
autism and bowel disease.” 

A spokesman for the Royal 
Free Hospital in London said 
that Andrew Wakefield, the 
doctor behind the British study, 
would make no comment until 
his new research was published. 


young carer 


pledged support for the survey. 
Ms Dearden added: “We hope 
the Social Services Inspectorate 
will take the survey on board 
when it carries out a survey of 
disabled adults with children 
over the next year. 

“Tt will look at how disabled 
parents can get more services 
which will hopefully take the 
burden off young carers.” 

The survey also showed only 
11 per cent of young carers have 
been assessed by social services 
(see also page 26). 


£11, from tel: 0171-490 8818. 


Sensual pleasures: the Royal Hospital for Neuro-disability in 


Former Liverpool defender 
Tommy Smith has vowed to 
continue his fight against a 
Benefits Agency employee after 
he failed to win back his dis- 
ability benefit at a tribunal. 

Mr Smith, 53, claimed he has 
had his £132-a-week disability 
living allowance (DLA) with- 
drawn because a member of 
staff from the Benefits Agency 
saw him take a charity penalty 
kick before the FA Cup Final 
on television in 1996. 

He appealed against the deci- 
sion but at a tribunal in 
Manchester last month an 
independent three-man panel 
backed the Department of 
Social Security (DSS). It ruled 
that if he could take the penalty 


Putney is inviting people to donate money to become friends of its 
Cloister Garden, opened last year by actress Nerys Hughes (above, 
with resident Angus Mackenzie). The money will go to run horti- 
cultural therapy sessions in the herbal garden. Tel: 0181-788 6052. 


An all round essential event! 


Make sure you visit 
All Round Ability 


The second All Round Ability Exhibition 
will be staged, to coincide with the SCOPE 
National Conference, at the London Arena 
on 6 and 7 November. You can find full 
details of the event on the web site at 


www.allroundability.co.uk 


The exhibition is FREE to all visitors 
who pre-register. It will be of immense 
interest to people with disabilities, their 
families and carers as well as professionals 
working with disabled people. 

In particular, there'll be plenty to see for 
those who run day centres, residential care 
establishments, nursing homes and special 


needs schools. There will also be a large 


display of vehicles. 


In partnership with 


TheGuardian 


THE ROYAL ASSOCIATION FOR 


Information, education, 
action & products. 
» _ fordisabled people 


FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 


he should not receive the 
mobility component of DLA. 


ExmisIT A 


“IF YOU’D MISSED THE 
KICK, MR SMITH, MAYBE 
WE WOULDN’T BE 
HAVING THIS LITTLE 
TALK NOW, HMM?” 


Smith, who has arthritis and a 
hip replacement, told DN: 
“The first step will be to try 
and get my benefit back and I 
am also taking legal advice to 
see whether this benefits agency 
employee has broken any rules 
and regulations. If I can bring a 
case against this person, I will, 
because he could pick on some- 
one else.” 

Mr Smith’s benefit was with- 
drawn after a GP came to 
reassess him after the penalty. 
He said: “The GP that came 
did not even examine me — they 
believe her but not the evidence 
from specialists, such as my 
consultant surgeon.” 

The Benefits Agency would 
not comment on the case. 


Groups will help 
improve services 


Arthritis Care, the Assocation 
of Disabled Professionals and 
the Royal National Institute for 
Deaf People are among nine 
groups appointed to help the 
Employment Service improve 
services for disabled people . 
The National Disability 
Development Initiative (NDDI) 
is a fore-runner to the 
Government’s £195m_ pro- 
gramme to fund projects to 
help disabled people into work. 
Under the £500,000 NDDI, 
the groups will provide innova- 


tive projects aimed at improv- 
ing provision by the 
Employment Service’s 
Disability Service, initially in 
the area of counselling and 
preparation for work, and 
improving services for people 
with mental health problems. 

The first projects start in June 
and will last for up to 18 
months. Equal Opportunities 
Minister Alan Howarth said: 
“Out of their experience we 
will identify approaches which 
could be expanded.” 


Make a note of the details 
All Round Ability ’98 is open as follows: 
Friday 6 November 09.30 - 18.00 
Saturday 7 November 09.30 - 16.30 

The London Arena has its own station 
on the Docklands Light Railway and is easi- 
ly reached by bus. There is ample parking. 
The exhibition is on the ground floor - 
there are no steps or other hazzards. 
To register 
Please register in advance by calling the 
organisers, Maria Adderley & Associates, 
on 0181 293 5903. Or you can post your 
name and address details to: 
Maria Adderley & Associates, 
209 Greenwich High Road, 


London SE10 8NB or Email them at 


RADAR 


DISABILITY & REHABILITATION 


adderley @dial.pipex.com 
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6 News 


No focus on OAPs 


Poverty and a lack of support 
from social services are a major 
problem for most elderly visu- 
ally impaired people, a new 
report has found. 

More than one in five of the 
500 old people questioned had 
never had a visit from social 
services. Nine in ten had an 
average household income of 
less than £200 a week, says Lost 
Vision, published last month by 
the Royal National Institute for 
the Blind (RNIB). 

It also found that 62 per cent 
of respondents cannot do their 
own cleaning, 49 per cent can- 
not do their own cooking, 48 
per cent cannot wash their 


clothes, and 71 per cent cannot 
do their shopping. 

RNIB is now calling on the 
Government to give local 
authorities more cash to pro- 
vide services, and for the local 
authorities to carry out assess- 
ments of need automatically 
for all newly blind and partially 
sighted people. 

Eileen Mary Carter, 71, was 
registered blind in 1993 but has 
only just attended the RNIB 


rehabilitation centre in Torquay’ 


this year. 

She said: “I asked for help 
from social services but it was a 
long time coming. Partly it was 
my fault. I was in such a state 


A bigger score for musicians: a visually impaired music teacher has 
set up a service supplying large print music after getting frustrated 
trying to read conventional scores. Leon Jass (above), who is 79, is 
supplying the music through mail order and through the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind. The scores, which are two-and-a- 
half times the size of normal print, are mainly classical titles, but 
hymn collections are also included. Large Print Music, PO Box 47, 


Stanmore, Middlesex HA7 3BD. 


and very depressed. I assumed 
they had done all they could.” 
Steve Winyard, head of public 
policy at the RNIB, and author 
of the report, said: “Poverty, 
isolation and unmet home care 
needs on’such an extensive 
scale represent a major chal- 
lenge to the Government on its 
programme of welfare reform. 
This is a national scandal. 
“Additional resources on a 
major scale are needed now. 
Long-term reform to pensions 
and the funding of social care 
will not meet the challenge .” 


The report costs £5 from tel: 
0345-023 153. 


Older people are losing out 
whether they go into residen- 
tial accommodation or stay at 
home, two new reports claim. 

A new report by the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation, The 
effect on carers of a frail, older 
person’s admission to a care 
home, claims elderly people are 
paying out more than necessary 
towards residential care costs 
because many are confused 
over the rules. 

The Department of Social 
Security says if a person has 
savings of more than £16,000 
then this money has to be used 
to pay for care. If they have sav- 
ings of between £10,000 and 
£16,000, only some of this 


Much to contemplate: elderly blind people face a bleak future 


Old lose either way 


money should be used. Yet 
research shows families of older 
people are often unaware of 
this and continue to pay even 
when the person’s savings fall 
below £16,000. It was also 
found that council workers 
misunderstood the rules. 

Half of the relatives had lost 
their inheritances as a result of 
the rules on savings. Dr Fay 
Wright, who carried out the 
study, told DN: “This was an 
administrative error on the part 
of the councils but it is still very 
hard on vulnerable people who 
think someone will tell them 
when the money has gone 
below the limit and they don’t. 
This is an area where council 


staff are confused and should 
be looked into.” 

Meanwhile, another report 
says staying in your own home 
might not be the best option 
either. Our Turn Next, a report 
by the Joint Initiative for 
Community Care, the King’s 
Fund and the Nuffield Institute 
for Health, claims carers are 
often unreliable, and turn up at 
the wrong time or not at all. It 
says there is poor co-ordination 
of health and social care ser- 
vices at people’s homes. 


The Rowntree report is free 
from tel: (01904) 629241. Our 
Turn Next costs £5 from tel: 
0113-233 6633. 
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ALL VEHICLES INCLUDE WINDOWS & FULL INTERIOR TRIM PLUS 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESS BY FOLD OUT RAMP. ADDITIONAL REAR 
SEATING FITTED TO CUSTOMERS CHOICE. OPTIONAL WINCHES. 

2 POWERED LIFTS ETC 


ON-THE-ROAD PRICES FROM:- 


MERCEDES VITO = £15065-00 RENAULT TRAFIC = £12622-00 
PEUGEOT EXPERT = £12965-00 FORD TRANSIT = £13592-00 


DRIVE FROM A WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS FOR 
VITO & TRANSIT. 


FOR FULL DETAILS OR A DEMONSTRATION PLEASE CONTACT: 


RON OR BOB 
INTERBILITY LTD UNIT 21 GUNNELS WOOD PARK 
STEVENAGE HERTS SG1 2BH 
TEL: 01438 747448 FAX: 01438 750319 


Cars & People-carriers 
The first name in truly accessible vehicles 


Only from the manufact 


urer Gowrings Mobility 


at 


a 


First for Quality, Choice & Customer Service 
No-one will look after you better than we can, 

with unbeatable prices, 3 year warranty, easy payments 
and low, low fully comprehensive insurance. 


Ring Sue or Jerry NOW on 


Freephone 0800 220878 


for up to date info on new & secondhand Chairman cars 
Gowrings Mobility, 3 Arnhem Road, Newbury, 
Berkshire, RG14 5RU. 01635-529500 


Disabled 
dope has 
no hope 


There will be no concessions 
for those who take cannabis for 
health purposes, a Government 
green paper makes clear. 

The document, Tackling 
Drugs to Build a Better Britain, 
sets Out a ten year strategy to 
combat drug abuse. But a 
Cabinet Office spokesman said 
its remit would not be “drug 
laws but drug abuse and how it 
can be tackled.” 

The line on cannabis was 
attacked by Paul Flynn MP. 
“This is the Government’s way 
of putting off a real decision,” 
he said. 

But a British Medical 
Association spokeswoman said 
there were now “more positive” 
signs that the Department of 
Health was in favour of 
research into making medicinal 
products from cannabis. 
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Almost three quarters of com- 
puter web sites aimed at dis- 
abled users have accessibility 
problems, a study has found. 

Of the 78 sites looked at, 12 
were completely inaccessible to 
their target audience. 

The research carried out by 
‘the charity AbilityNet scored 
‘sites according to the way they 
performed against a number of 
criteria. 

AbilityNet, which provides 
information on computers to 
disabled people, has used the 
research to help develop its new 
site, which can be accessed by 
text only, large text and easy 
access, or full vision. 

Andy Clarke of AbilityNet, 
who compared the sites, said: 
“If people find a site which is 


inaccessible they should tell us 
so we can pass on the informa- 
tion to the site. Very little is 
being done to check that these 


3 


websites are reaching the peo- 
ple they are designed to help.” 


http://www.abilitynet.co.uk 


Clarke thinks little is being done to check up on “accessible” sites 


Basil is not so Fawity 


John Cleese, star of Fawlty 
Towers and Monty Python, 
was a winner in this year’s 
Getting the Message Across 
awards for his videos focusing 
on different conditions. 

Another winner was Nigel 
Brelsforth from the Oldham 
Disability Alliance, who 
designed and distributed user- 
friendly information booklets 
for others with learning disabil- 
ities and sought their opinions. 

Other ideas worth copying 
included the ring binder of 
rights and services produced by 
Kirklees’ social services, and 
the Carlisle Community Law 
Centre’s free, mobile, legal ser- 
vice, the first in Europe. 

The awards, run by the 
National Information Forum 
charity, were presented by the 
inventor Trevor Baylis. 


NIE tel: 0171-402 6681 


Tevor Baylis presents the award to Nigel Brelsforth from Oldham 
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WITH THE DDMC 


The Disabled Drivers’ Motor Club offers disabled 


drivers, disabled passengers and parents of disabled children 


information, advice, member concessions and discounts on: 


deaf 


Parents are fighting for a spe- 
cial school to be kept open 
after a local authority revealed 
plans to take away its funding. 

Penn School in Penn in 
Buckinghamshire has been run 
by the London Borough of 
Camden since the abolition of 
the Inner London Education 
Authority in 1990. 

It has 32 children of primary 
and secondary school age, who 
are either deaf with additional 
needs or have communication 
problems. It takes children 
from across the south east. 

A spokesman for the council 
said: “While we get money 
from the individual authorities 
which send children to the 
school, it does not cover the full 
cost. We have to provide an 
extra £400,000 annually. 

“Our own policy is to educate 
pupils with disabilities wherev- 
er possible in mainstream or 
special schools locally. 

“At the moment we have one 
pupil at Penn who will leave in 
September. We could not justify 
running the school to our coun- 
cil taxpayers.” 

School headmaster Alan 
Jones, said: “Many of our par- 
ents have had their children 
integrated into mainstream 


kids 


schools and it has not worked 
for them. This threat is worry- 
ing. We help children who are 
difficult to place and we have a 
lot of expertise.” ~ 

Hetinhoped>: ‘that “othe 
Government’s Green Paper on 
special educational needs might 
lead to proposals allowing the 
school to stay open as a region- 
al centre. 

Helen Wayne of Amersham in 
Buckinghamshire, whose nine- 
year-old son Christopher start- 
ed at the school last September, 
said: “This time last year we 
were scouring the country for a 
school that could meet his 
needs. He has come on enor- 
mously since he started at the 
school. We are desperate to 
keep the school open.” 

The nearest suitable alterna- 
tive would be in Mansfield in 
Nottinghamshire, she claimed. 

The school’s fate will be 
decided later this month. 
Camden Education Committee 
will decide whether to with- 
draw funding on 30 June. 

But that may not be the end of 
the: matter: the 
spokesman said there was a 
possibility that the governers 
would form a trust to take over 
the school. 


council 


THE BRITAX TRAVELLER PLUS. 
SPECIAL NEEDS, SATISFIED. & 


FOR CHILDREN FROM 
15KG TO 36KG 
(ABOUT 3 TO 11 YEARS). 


FITS WIDE RANGE OF CARS, 
TAXIS, MINIBUSES AND COACHES. 


“FERRIES * GARAGES AND 
* AIRPORT CAR PARKING AUTOCENTRE SERVICES 
* RAC MEMBERSHIP ¢ INSURANCE 
* CARAVANNING * DRIVING TUITION AND 
¢ TOLL TUNNELS AND ASSESSMENT 
BRIDGES * ORANGE BADGE SCHEME 


Local is best 


More local services are needed 
to stop hundreds of thousands 
of pounds being wasted on 
sending people with learning 
disabilities to homes that are 
far away, a report suggests. 

The Cost of Opportunity, 


CAN BE TRANSFERRED 
THE FIRST SPECIAL —— BETWEEN VEHICLES. 
NEEDS CHILD CAR 
SEAT APPROVED 
TO ECE R44.03. 


ADJUSTABLE HARNESS, 
FOR PROTECTION AND 


Full membership is available at: 
RESTRAINT. 


£8 per year for single membership 
and £12 per year for joint membership. 


FITTING KITS AVAILABLE 
FOR VEHICLES WITHOUT 


SEAT-BELTS. oe e 


Please send me details and an application form on membership of EASY INSTALLATION 


published by the charity Values | J the Disabled Drivers’ Motor Club. i Aten 
cars anamics people f PLEASE COMPLETE USING BLOCK CAPITALS i se TENSION CAN BE 
wes idan BA DISTES went WIDE RANGE OF ACCESSORIES INCLUDES 
to live in their own homes. This ] c i SPECIALLY SHAPED FOAM PADS AND ROLLS 
5 NAME: TO TAILOR THE FIT FOR INDIVIDUAL CHILD. 

would be cheaper than provid- i ; 
ing residential care at a cost of ADDRESS: j 
£150,000 per person per year. = 

Researcher Tony Ryan said: 1S Pe oni: i Britax 
“People with learning disabili- ; j pee Be ee 
ties need decent support and SEND TO: DN6/98 
decent housing but a medical t DISABLED DRIVERS’ MOTOR CLUB LIMITED AED Dp, 


SAFETY, HARNESSED 


IF YOU'D LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT OUR PRODUCT RANGE, PLEASE CALL OUR CUSTOMER SERVICE HELPLINE ON 01264 386034 
OR WRITE TO: BRITAX EXCELSIOR LIMITED, 1 CHURCHILL WAY WEST, ANDOVER, HAMPSHIRE SP10 3UW. 
EXTREME HAZARD: CHILD CAR SEATS MUST NOT BE USED ON PASSENGER SEATS FITTED WITH AIRBAGS. 


| Cottingham Way, THRAPSTON, 
( Northants NN14 4PL 

Tel: (01832) 734724 Fax: (01832) 733816 Cron ot 
£12.95 from tel: 0171-729 5436. ns es ee ee ee ee oe 


view still persists that they need 
institutional care.” 
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Boxing ban |Studying lips 
not needed 


Sports minister Tony Banks has 
clashed with doctors over their 
call for a ban on boxing, after 
another boxer was left needing 
brain surgery. 

Spencer Oliver, 22, needed 
surgery after a blow tore a 
blood vessel in his brain. He 
had been defending his 
European title. 

But Mr Banks said a boxing 
ban was not the answer. He 
said the Boxing Board of 
Control should consider more 
thorough pre-fight medicals 
and shorter rounds. 

A Government spokeswomen 
added, “The Government is not 
going to ban boxing but it will 
bring pressure on the boxing 


Few advocates for children in care 


Only one per cent of disabled 
children in care have an inde- 
pendent visitor, a report by the 
Joseph Rowntree Foundation 
and the National Children’s 
Bureau (NCB) has revealed. 
The report, Valued or 
Forgotten? Independent visitors 
and disabled young people, 
showed two thirds of all local 
authorities in England and 
Wales do appoint 
Independent Visitors to chil- 
dren who have little contact 


not 


authorities to provide proper 
facilities for people who are 
fighting including increased 
safety measures.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
British Medical Association, 
said: “We believe boxing 


should be banned. The only 


reform you could undertake 
would be a ban on blows to the 
head but that would be unac- 
ceptable to the sport. 

“We were encouraged that 
Tony Banks is willing to have a 
look at the safety aspect. 
Maybe then people might take 
another look at the evidence. 
There has obviously got to be a 
public and political will to 
change the law.” 


with their parents, even though 
they are required to do so by 
law. Independent visitors are 
meant to act as peronsal friends 
and advocates to such children. 

The report’s author Abigail 
Knight told DN: “Previous 
research shows that disabled 
children are worse off in care 
and have less contact with their 
families than non-disabled chil- 
dren. This indicates that inde- 
pendent visitors are very 
important to disabled children 


leads to win 


A woman with a hearing prob- 
lem has won a top award recog- 
nising learning achievements in 
later life. 

Dotie Russell, 68, of Tidworth 
in Hampshire, took a three 
month course to allow her to 
set up her own business supply- 
ing fashion for people in their 
60s. She learned to lip read too. 

She said: “Doing both these 
courses has helped me get my 
business off the ground. In fact 
the whole thing has opened up 
a new lease of life for me.” 

The Senior Learner of the 
Year Award was part of Adult 
Learners’ Week, organised by 
NIACE, the national organisa- 
tion for adult learning. 

Ali Amasyali, 23, who moved 
to Britain from Turkey in 1994 


who said they were good 
friends with their Visitors.” 

Sir William Utting, former 
chief inspector of social ser- 
vices, said the report showed a 
“scandalous” situation. 

However Moira Gibb. chair of 
the children and families com- 
mittee for social services, part 
of the Association of Directors 
of Social Services, said indepen- 
dent visitors would not be her 
first priority. “Local authorities 
have been under a great deal of 


Amasyali: disabled, not useless 


after becoming blind, won a 
separate regional award. He is 
studying English. 

“Tt is very important that Iam 
learning to speak the lan- 
guage,” he said. “We may be 
disabled but we are not useless. 
I want to be a lawyer.” 


pressure and departments have 
been focussing on getting the 
basics right,” she said. “It does 
cost a lot to have an indepen- 
dent visitors scheme.” 

Ms Knight disagreed. “These 
are volunteers,” she said. “They 
don’t get paid, except for 
expenses so they should not 
cost councils a lot.” 


The report comes from NCB, 8 
Wakley St, London EC1V7QE. 
Price £9.95 (plus £3 p & p). 


THE VOLKSWAGEN CARAVELLE & CADDY 


Various options of 
wheelchair access on 
the Caravelle people 

carrier, underfloor 

lifts & ramps for 
side access, ramps 
and lifts for rear 
access including 
lowering suspension. 
Prices start from 
£16,950.00 on 

the road 


New for 1998 the 
fully tested 
Caddy — four seats 


plus a wheelchair, 


power steering, 
drivers air bag, 
stereo cassette 
player, 1.6ltr petrol 
or 1.9]tr diesel 
engines. Prices from 
approx £12,995.00 


Contact Paul Cassidy or David Reid for brochures or a demonstration. Invatravel are a 
long established company with years of experience providing for the needs of people 
with disabilities. Conversions are to Volkswagen compatible design 
and are recognised converters for VW. 


e INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS LTD 


INVATRAVEL 


CONVERSIONS 
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66 Knob Hall Lane, Southport PR9 9QS 
Tel: 01704 506608 * Fax: 01704 506607 


Benefit from a video 
The Benefits Agency has pro- 
duced four free videos about 
benefit entitlement for deaf and 
hearing impaired people. 


a 


Produced in consultation with | 


the British Deaf Association 
(BDA), the videos include 
British Sign Language, sub- 
titles and a voice over. 
Meanwhile Action for Blind 
People has produced 10 free 
benefits factsheets outlining 
various benefits for blind and 
partially sighted people. 


BDA, tel: 0171-588 3520 
textphone: 0171-588 3529 
Action for Blind People, 
tel: 0171-732 8771 


New money for country 
Countryside venues wanting to 
improve access for disabled 
people can apply to a £160,000 
fund this year. 

The BT Countryside for All 
grants scheme will make pay- 
ments of between £250 and 
£1,500, or larger payments for 
exceptional schemes. 

Application forms are avail- 
able from The Fieldfare Trust, 
67a The Wicker, Sheffield, 
South Yorkshire, $3 8HT. 

BT’s Countryside for All 
awards, which recognise exist- 
ing venues, are still continuing. 


Compete for EASE 
Queen Elizabeth’s Foundation 
for Disabled People is looking 
for nominations for awards. 

The EASE Awards reward 
comanies and organisations 
which have made efforts to 
cater for the needs of disabled 
people in areas ranging from 
shopping to employment. 

For a nomination form con- 
tact the foundation, tel: (01372) 
842204, ext 310. The closing 
date is 12 June. 


Farm has opportunities 
A farm providing opportunities 
for people with learning dis- 
abilities is to be set up in 
Suffolk within a year. 
Bernadette Shrubshall is set- 
ting up the Millenium Farm 
Trust after winning a grant to 
see how such farms work in 
France, Denmark and the USA. 


Parents get penpals 

A new service has been 
launched to put disabled adults 
and parents of disabled people 
in touch with penfriends. 

Write Away, which already has 
a similar service for disabled 
children, has extended it to 
people over the age of 18 with 
any type of disability. It can 
match people by their preferred 
method of correspondence. 


Write Away Adults, tel: 0181- 
964 4225 


Champ: Kimberly Dell 


British number one, Jayant 
Mistry, swept his way to 
the fourth successful defence 
of his singles title at the 
National Wheelchair Tennis 
Championships, in May. 

Mistry, of Leicester, who is 
ranked number 12 in the world, 
beat the British number two 
player Simon Hatt, 6-1 6-2. 

In the women’s singles final, 
17-year-old Kimberley Dell, of 
Eastbourne, won 6-3 6-1. 


Going swimmingly 


Records tumbled at the British 
Blind Sports National Open 
Swimming Championships in 
Mansfield in late April. 

In all, 20 world short course 
records were smashed. 

Elaine Barrett set five world 
bests, the first of them in the 50 
metres breast-stroke. 

Melanie Easter broke three 
world records among them the 
400 metres free-style which she 
cut by 12 seconds. 

In the men’s 400m free-style 
event, Francisco Segarra beat 


his own world best with a time 
of 4 mins, 25 secs, 29. 

He also beat top UK swim- 
mer Chris Holmes in the 100 
metres free-style and the 50 
metres backstroke. Holmes, 
who won the 100 metres indi- 
vidual medley and the S50 
metres free-style, said; “I’ve 
been concentrating more on 
my preparation for the world 
championships in July, but that 
is not to take anything away 
from Francisco. He is a very 
talented swimmer.” 


Athletes to cash tn 


Britain’s disabled sportsmen 
and women have experienced 
delays in getting lottery fund- 
ing to help them win medals 
due to the inexperience of those 
applying for the cash. 

Jane Swan, general secretary 
of the British Paralympic 
Association (BPA), said the 
money, which is designed to 
provide funding for sports and 
individual elite athletes to help 
them win medals, had had 
teething problems. 

The money is handed out by 
the Sports Councils in the 
United Kingdom. 

“You access this money by 


producing a performance plan, 
identifying targets, methods 
of monitoring, and named 
athletes within the plan. 
Disability sport like much 
of mainstream sport is often 
managed by volunteers. 
Volunteers either did not have 
the time, resources or skills to 
produce the plans.” 

The BPA’s sports technical 
director, David Tillotson, who 
started work in January is now 
helping the sports organisa- 
tions to write the plans. 

The funding was introduced 
in January 1997. A number of 
sports are now receiving it. 


Gotcha! 


Catherine Anne McDermott of 
Linlithgow took the title in the 
learning disabilities section of 
the Royal Mail Scottish Open 
Boccia Championships in May. 

She beat Mohammed Amin 
of Bonnyrigg in the finals 
of the target game, which 
involves throwing leather balls 
at a jack. 

In the section for people with 
physical disabilities Gerry 
Connelly of Perth beat Joan 
Morton of Wishaw Disabled 
Club. 

In the Juniors section Rikki 
Massey, 16, of Edinburgh beat 
13-year-old Pauline Hood, who 
attends the same school. 


Winning ways: Gerry Connelly 


Around 120 competitors took 
part in the championships at 
the Easterhouse Sports Centre 
in Glasgow. 


Banking on it: Tony Banks with Tufan Yilmaz at Richard Cloudesley School, London 


A sporting chance 


A scheme costing almost £1 
million is set to help 100,000 
youngsters in special education 
use special equipment to take 
part in sports. 

Minister for Sport Tony 
Banks launched the scheme 
known as SportSability in May. 
It is being funded by the 
Camelot Foundation to the 


tune of £800,000 over three 
years. 

Sue Campbell, cheif executive 
of the Youth Sport Trust, which 
developed the programme, 
said: “So often in the past dis- 
abled children have been denied 
the opportunity to take part in 
sport, not because of their 
impairment but because of the 


lack of appropriate resources 
and equipment. Through this 
scheme children with special 
needs can take part in sports 
geared to those needs.” 

Equipment provided will 
allow youngster to take part in 
specialist sports such as Boccia, 
Polybat, table cricket and 
goalball. 


Creating opportunities with disabled people 


LEONARD CHESHIRE 


wherever 
you live 


Contact The Information Officer on 0171 802 8200 
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10 Health 


Internal contact lenses might 
be better than laser eye surgery, 
a leading eye surgeon has said. 

William Jory, of the London 
Centre for Refractive Surgery, 
has criticised laser treatments 
for correcting short-sightedness 
after research revealed that five 
per cent of patients have worse 
eye sight after their operations. 

Mr Jory, a fellow of the Royal 
College of Opthalmologists, 
told DN: “My research has 
shown that the number of 
patients who lost vision after 
laser treatment was much high- 
er than with the older method 
of microsurgery. 

“The main reason for this is 
that with microsurgery, we 
operate on the outer cornea. 
With laser treatment, the work 
is done in the centre of the cornea. 

“In 10,000 corrective opera- 
tions I have done using micro- 
surgery, the incidence of visual 
loss was 0.02 per cent — that is 
two patients in 10,000. With 
laser, the best figures are five 
percent.” 

Microsurgery has fewer side 
effects but it is not suitable for 
people with more serious 
short-sightedness. 

Mr Jory said: “In the future 
we should direct our efforts to 
looking at silicone lenses which 
could be implanted behind the 
pupil in front of the human 
lens. These could be the best 
option and more research 


Turning a blind eye 


Look and learn: a CD-ROM package produced by the Wellcome 
Trust gives students the chance to learn about trachoma 


should be carried out on this 
technique.” 

* Meanwhile, a project funded 
by Research into Ageing has 
found that excess sugar could 
lead to cateracts and glaucoma 
in older people. 

The study, by the Open 
University Research Centre in 
Oxford, used a new type of x- 
ray to look at age-related 
changes in eye tissue. 

Dr eeNageenaftyMalikiuma 
researcher, said: “We have 
shown that central lens tissue is 
significantly altered by glucose 
and fructose. We also showed 
that the natural fruit sugar, 


fructose, speeds up the rate of 
development of age-related 
changes on lens and optic nerve 
tissue in particular.” 

Lens and optic nerve damage 
can lead to cateracts and glau- 
coma. 

But Antonia Chitty of the 
Royal National Institue for 
Blind People (RNIB) urged cau- 
tion. “The RNIB has never rec- 
comended a change of diet to 
older people because we don’t 
have enough evidence to know 
how diet affects age-related eye 
diseases. This is only one study 
and we would like to see more 
research and recommendations.” 


New MS drug 
depends on 
the street 
where you live 


A new type of beta interferon, 
the drug used for treatment of 
multiple sclerosis (MS), has 
been launched amid growing 
worries over funding and avail- 
ability of treatments. 

In national clinical trials of 
Interferon beta-1a, or Rebif, it 
was found the drug almost 
halved the number of people 
experiencing relapses. Those on 
Rebif who did experience 
symptoms were found to have 
less severe attacks, less often. 

But a study carried out by the 
Association of Quality in 
Healthcare has revealed that 95 
per cent of UK health authori- 
ties make no specific provision 
for people with MS. 

Over 60 per cent admitted to 
having no idea how many peo- 
ple with MS could benefit for 
beta interferon drugs. 

Chief executive of the MS 
Society, Peter Cardy, said: 
“People with MS are still facing 
a postcode lottery on new drug 
treatments. 

“This situation is unfair. We 
want to see the Government 
enforce equitable guidelines 
and take firm action against 
healthcare purchasers who fail 
to observe them.” 


Listen to relax : 
The Pain Research Institute 
(PRI) has produced two relax- 
ation tapes to help people with 
long-term pain manage their 
pain and get on with living. 
The PRI Relaxation Kit has 
four types of exercise and 
advice on stress management 
techniques. : 


£13.99 (incl. pep), tel: 0151- 
632 0662 


Clear way ahead 

Medical students and health 
workers can now learn more 
about treating trachoma, which 
causes blindness, and other inter- 
national diseases, thanks to new 
computer software from the 
Wellcome Trust. The charity 
has produced a series of four 
CD-ROM packages called 
Topics in International Health, 
which contain interactive tuto- 
rials, images and a glossary of 
medical terms. 


£45(individual) £95(company), 
tel: (01491) 832111. 


Don’t fill the hole 


Mercury in dental amalgam 
could put pregnant women at 
risk. A Department of Health 
spokewoman said: “There is no 
evidence of any harm to a feo- 
tus, but until more research is 
carried out it may be prudent 
to avoid having fillings placed 
or removed during pregnancy.” 


¥ ie 


Scootas, Powerchairs and 
Stairlifts from Sunrise. 


[(_] Powerchairs 


Address 


Please send me my FREE Sunrise colour brochure(s) plus video(s). 
Mr/Mrs/Ms. (Inc. initials) Telephone 
Postcode 


esigned for life. 


For real quality at realistic 
prices call Europe’s No.1 
now and ask for your 

Sree demonstration video, 

catalogues and price guide. 


SUNRISE 


Improving people’s lives 


(_} Stairlifts 


Send to: Sunrise Medical Ltd, FREEPOST DD348, High St,Wollaston, DY8 4BR. 
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Rod Hermeston 


‘gauges the impact 


of devolution on 
disabled people 


The Government is dishing out 
power everywhere, it seems — 


setting up a Scottish Parlia- 


ment and a Welsh Assembly, 
and giving London a Mayor. 


Disability groups see new 
opportunities, but also prob- 
lems ahead. 

The Bill for the Scottish 


Parliament should be on the 


statute books by the autumn. 
Elections will be held on 6 May 


next year and the Parliament - 


will be in session by the year 
2,000, with 129 members. Its 
purpose-built home in 
Edinburgh will be accessible for 
disabled people. 

The Parliament will have the 
same responsibilities as the 
Scottish Office Die law making 
powers. 

There will be a Scottish 
Executive with a First Minister 
operating in a similar way to 


Scottish Secretary Donald Dewar 


the UK Government. 

The executive and the Parlia- 
ment will be responsible for 
health, education and training, 
local government, social work, 
housing, transport, the law, 
home affairs and environment. 

They will be able to increase 


or decrease the basic level of 


income tax already set in the 
UK by up to three pence. 

Bob Benson director of 
Disability Scotland, says: “The 
decision making in education, 
health and housing could all be 
speeded up and treated in a 


more integrated way. 

“We believe it will be easier to 
get our voice heard as the deci- 
sion making is on our door 
step. But we will also want to 
know how accessible the 
Parliament is going to be.” 

He thinks the Disability 
Rights Commission (DRC), to 
be set up by the Government by 
the year 2,000, might operate 
differently in Scotland. 

“The Scottish Parliament 
would have quite a lot of say 
how the DRC is to be set up in 
Scotland. I hope it will have 
much more autonomy and 
independence, albeit within the 
broad UK framework.” 

But there are concerns that 
the process is delaying intro- 
duction of the Incapable Adults 
Bill, first proposed in 1995, 
which would set out what wel- 
fare and financial decisions 
could be made by people with 
mental impairments and what 
decisions should be made for 
them. The Government is con- 
sidering similar proposals for 
England and Wales. 

Jan Killeen of the Alliance for 


Walkabouts 


by Metco 


Extra mobility for around £100! 


Walkabouts keep you mobile and active. They have wheels. 
directional control, brakes and baskets. 
The Sit-Down Walkabout has a handy seat. They fold flat for 
transport and delivery is included in the price. 


Boot OUR COUPON TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
es 


TELEPHONE 


Send to: METCO WALKABOUTS, FREEPOST BEESTON, 
NOTTINGHAM NG9 1BR No stamp required 


Tel: (0115) 925 5488 


{ 
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K split is ok 


the Promotion of the Incapable 
Adults Bill, says: “We are still 
trying to get the Bill before the 
Westminster Parliament, but it 
is having to compete with other 
legislation and English MPs 
feel that Scottish legislation has 
been given enough time. 

“If we do not succeed, we will 
ask all parties in the elections 
for the Scottish Parliamant to 
include a commitment to the 
Bill in their manifestos. 
Although we believe we have 
cross party support, it might 
take second place.” 

The Government of Wales Bill 
will be passed by July: An elec- 
tion will follow in May 1999 
with 60 members being elected. 
It will have a First Secterary 


Extra mobility for 
around £100! 
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‘Not the new Parliament building: the new Scottish Office will house civil servants 


and cabinet. 

The assembly’s home will be 
built in Cardiff, and its powers, 
the same as the Secretary of 
State has now., will cover edu- 
cation, housing, planning, 
social services and health. 

It will not have law making or 
tax varying powers and will be 
funded from a treasury grant, 
currently £7,000 million a 
year.But it will have delegated 
responsibility to decide how 
laws are to operate. 

A National Advisory Group 
is calling for the new assembly 
to be accessible to everyone. 

Howard John, director of 
Disability Wales, gives the 
assembly a cautious welcome. 
“The biggest power the assem- 


bly will have is grant making. It 
could make grants for small 
businesses conditional on them 
conforming to accessibility 
standards and employment 
practices. It could also ensure 
grants to training providers 
depend on including disabled 
people, and those to some pub- 
lic buildings depend on them 
being accessible too. 

“More unified policies on 
charging and assessment by 
social sérvices would also be 
wonderful.” 

He warns that much will 
depend on active lobbying. 

He is also concerned that a 
Welsh Office proposal for an 
equality unit for gender and 
race excludes disabled people. 

London voted on 7 May in 
favour of a Mayor and assem- 
bly. To be known as the Greater 
London Authority (GLA), the 
assembly will have 25 members, 
14 elected by large constituen- 
cies and 11 London wide. 
Elections will be in two years. 

The Mayor will be responsi- 
bile for transport, overall plan- 
ning, environment and culture. 

The assembly will agree or 
suggest changes to the mayor’s 
plans and check the progress of 
organisations run by the mayor. 

Karen Edmunds, director of the 
Greater London Association of 
Disabled People, says: “Broadly, 
we would welcome a GLA. It 
would give us a specific body to 
lobby on transport and envi- 
ronment issues.” 

But she feared the size of the 
constituencies might make it 
difficult to influence members. 
“We want them to actively seek 
the view of Londoners and it is 
not clear how that will happen.” 


COMFORT WHEELCHAIR 


Exceptional posture 
support and pressure 
sore relieving properties 
Reclining back, tilt in 
space and adjustable 
lumber support standard 


Superb comfort 
and high quality 


finish 


Impressive array of 
optional. and bespoke 


equipment 
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8- 80 years of age 
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for everyday 
adjustments 


A personal, highly 
supportive service 
THE COMFORT WHEELCHAIR PROVIDES 
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12 Profile 


A woman with 
real experience 


Writer Maya Angelou, herself abused as a child, told Peter Baber 
what it means for her to launch a service for deaf abuse victims 


Maya Angelou, Toni Morrison 
and Alice Walker — a troika of 
writers who have won interna- 
tional prominence in the last 
two decades with their moving 
expositions, whether in verse or 
in novels, of what it means to 
be black and a woman. 

I could almost have said what 
it means to be black and a 
woman and live in America as 
well, but at least in Maya 
Angelou’s case that may not be 
entirely accurate. In the preface 
to her new book, a collection 
of essays called Even the Stars 
Look Lonesome (Virago Press, 
£12.99, ISBN 1-86049-470-6), 
this 70-year-old UNICEF 
children’s ambassador gives a 
“partial listing of those 
children I know and love”. “My 
British children”, 12 of them, 
appear first, before “My 
American children”, and then 
“All the children of the world”. 

Perhaps this is not surprising. 
Ms Angelou was once married 
to a British architect. And there 
is a children’s centre in 
Turnpike Lane, North London, 
which is named after her. 

She visits the centre often, and 
it was here, taking a break from 
a demanding promotional tour 


for the book last month, that 
she launched a new specialist 
service for deaf children that is 
particularly dear to her heart. 

The “Safe in Your Hands 
Project” is the first joint 
initiative between the National 
Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) 
and the National Deaf 
Children’s Society (NDCS). 
Based at the centre, it aims to 
help professionals who work 
with deaf children who they 
think may be victims of abuse. 

Although Ms Angelou is not 
deaf herself, there could hardly 
be a more suitable person to 
launch such a venture. For six 
years she became mute after 
she was raped by her mother’s 
boyfriend, an experience she 
describes movingly in her most 
famous book, I Know Why the 
Caged Bird Sings. 

“The act of rape on an eight- 
year-old body,” she writes, “is a 
matter of the needle giving 
because the camel can’t. The 
child gives, because the body 
can, and the mind of the 
violator cannot.” 

But, as she explained to DN, 
it is what happened after that 
that caused her to become 


mute. “I was afraid if I spoke 
my voice would go out and kill 
people,” she says, “because I 
had named my molester and he 
was found dead.” 

Since becoming a famous 
writer she has supported the 
Institute for the Deaf and 
Institute for the Blind in her 
native USA. But it was an 
incident in this same children’s 
centre in London, which made 
her realise just how little she 
had really empathised with 
totally deaf children. 

“Three years ago I was sitting 
in the centre with one of the 
social workers,” she says. 
““Miss Angelou,’ she said to 
me, ‘when you were young you 
were a mute, but I bet you 
never realised just how it would 
be never to speak.’ I felt that 
like a body blow. It had never 
occurred to me what it would 
be like for such children — even 
me, with my experiences.” 

Evidence suggests that such 
children are particularly 
vulnerable to abuse. The 
NDCS can point to a survey 
showing that deaf children are 
five times as likely as non-deaf 
children to be abused. It points 
out that children with low self- 


Maya Angelou: thought her voice would “go out and kill people” 
PETER DOBIESZ 


esteem — and many deaf 
children have that — are 
particularly vulnerable. Deaf 
children are also at risk because 
they often have one person 
through whom they can 
communicate to others. So they 
won’t communicate at all if 
that person is the abuser. 

John Edge, the project worker 
who will be running the new 


Enjoy the freedom to 
move around your 
home with ease again. 
Euroflex wheelchairs 
are designed to adapt 
to the individual needs 


The Euroflex range of wheelchairs 


Easy does It... 


| 

of those less able to veal 

walk with confidence. a | 

Indoor powered models I 

allow the user access to on 

confined spaces and ¥: i 

otherwise out of reach Bl | 
areas, whilst our robust For full details call if 

FREEPHONE 0500 618008 (AO 4 

outdoor wheelchairs or complete the coupon and send to: 2° | 

also ensure Stability SCANDIC REHAB LIMITED J 4 a ‘ 
FREEPOST, THE COACH HOUSE ys Ek : 7 

even over rough 134 PUREWELL o7 eo nee ed 

round. CHRISTCHURCH ¢ CELTS x 
2 ew | DORSET BH23 1BR Saree Stindlegs Qe ol 


scheme, says there are 
particular problems with deaf 
children as they rely on adults 
touching them. “Touch is 
significant in initiating 
communication,” he says. 

You would have thought some 
of these problems might have 
been overcome by greater 
teacher awareness. But, Mr 
Edge adds: “Child protection 
is not part of any teacher 
training courses.” 

So the project will also be 
trying to help teach children 
and teachers a sign language of 
emotion — something beyond 
the BSL Level One that most 
special needs teachers manage. 

Ms Angelou, meanwhile, is 
candid about just how well- 
known a figure she might be to 
head up such a project. In her 
new book she explains the 
disappointment she felt when, 
during her time as a jazz singer 
in the 1950s, a man she was 
keen on passed her over in 
favour of meeting a famous 
wrestler. And even now she says 
she feels embarrassed having to 
explain to someone that she is 
a famous writer. 

But she still wants to put her 
status to good use here. “I 
think anyone like me who 
cannot be of use is useless,” she 
says in her low, clipped voice. “I 
don’t think anyone should be 
abused. But they should 
definitely be of use.” 


The NSPCC helpline, A Voice 
for Deaf Children, is open 
Tuesday and Thursday 9am to 
4pm, tel: 0181-801 7211. 
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How would you celebrate your 
sense of independence in a 
| photograph? 
And if you don’t feel you are 
as independent as you want to 
be, what would make you feel 


_ independent? 

DN is running a national 
photography competition 
supported by the Disabled 
Photographers’ Society to find 
the strongest images of 


Set your sights on a prize 


independence photographed in 
the most imaginative ways by 
disabled people. 

We would like you to take 
your photos on Saturday, 4 July, 
America’s Independence Day. 

Independence for you might 
involve a person, or people, a 
scene at home or outside, or an 
object (say, a kettle). You have a 
wide choice. 

Your entry can be a print or a 
transparency, in colour or 
blackand white. 

The competition will be 
divided between people of 16 
years and over, and under 16, 
with one winner in each class 
and two runners-up. 

First prizes will be cameras 
donated by Canon. Runners-up 
will receive film. 

The judges will be looking for 
an image that best sums up 
independence, plus imaginative 
design and technical 
proficiency. 

So get yourself organised for 
4 July, Independence Day! 


command. 


will wake up and obey your 


It is for people who have dif- 


Your entries will be judged by 
three outstanding photographers. 
Edwin Appleton is ; 
an ex-president of 
the Royal Photogr- 
aphic Society and 
one of its honorary 
fellows. He is chairman of the 
Disabled Photographers’ Society. 
James Strachan, oo 
chief executive of | 
the RNID, who is 
deaf, has been a 
successful photo- 
journalist specialising in travel. 
He has written regularly for the 
Sunday Times and published 
travel books. 
Graham Bool, who 


has a_ mobility 
impairment, has 
Dei pede SELEz 


employed photogra- 
pher since 1983, specialising in 
commercial and industrial pho- 
tography, and recently disabili- 
ty sport. See his London Mar- 
athon pictures on pages 24-25. 

Mary Wilkinson is editor of DN. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


THE MAGIC OF MERLIN 


RS Technology is a company 
G exits to the development of 


innovative technology for the 


@ INDEPENDENCE DAY: 
Products from SRS 
Technology can enable 


Competition 13 


rile 


Good friends: photographer David Henderson and Falcon 


Competition rules 


1. The competition is open to 
disabled people 16 and over, or 
under 16 resident in the UK. 

2. One entry per person, either 
print (max size 10inx8in) or 
transparency, colour or black- 
and-white. 

3. Photos should be taken on 
Saturday, 4 July. 

4. Send your entry marked 
Freedom in Focus, to Disability 
Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 
9PW. Give your name, address, 


Show your independence 


Enter the DN Freedom in Focus photography competition and win 
yourself a new camera and film — even maybe make your name! 


phone number, age, and dis- 
ability. Please add written per- 
mission for your photo, should 
it be a winner, to be used free 
of charge for publicity purpos- 
es. Copyright will remain with 
the entrant. 

5. Send an SAE if you would 
like your entry returned. 

6. Entry deadline: 17 July 1998. 
Winners notified by 3 August. 
7. The judges’ decision is final. 
8. The competition is not open 
to professional photographers 
or to DN employees/associates. 


disabled people to 
operate computers with 
minimal movement, or 
control their environment 
via the Merlin system 


benefit of people with disabilities. ficulty using electrical items at 

It offers services to help disabled 
students into education, to help disabled 
people back to work and to help people 
with disabilities to be more independent 
at home. 

Merlin, a new environmental control 
system, can work magic in your house — 
turn on the TV, make phone calls, open 
the front door, use your computer — all 
with the blink of an eye! (or waggle 


home because they can’t reach 
the controls, or have prob- 


lems trying to operate the x 


handset of their television. 
Maybe the front door bell 
sounds and they are not able © 
to answer it. i 

Whatever the level of diffi- | 
culty they are experiencing, 
and even when that changes, 
Merlin can be adjusted to suit 
their needs. With the press 
of a switch, the blink of an 
eye, or the softest utterance, 


your finger or toe etc). 

The Merlin system is designed to fit on 
a wheelchair, sit on a table, or next to 
your bed, and whenever you need it, it 
Merlin will pay 
attention to your 


TECHNOLOGY 
FOR PEOPLE 


request for assis- 
tance and turn 


WITH DISABILITIES 


Bete NOLOGY 


SRS Technology 
Unit 105, Brickyard Road, 
Aldridge Road, West Midlands, 
WS9 8SX 
Tel: 01922 456882, Fax: 01922 456883 
E-mail: SRSTechnology@Dial.pipex.com 


the light on, answer the 
phone, or simply be there, 
patiently waiting to help. 
Merlin can be controlled 
by a variety of inputs, 
including switches and joy- 
sticks, getting the most 
of whatever movement is 
available. Merlin will con- 
trol the TV, video, satellite, 
hi-fi system, telephone, 
intercom, door entry system, 
mains sockets and lights. 
Over a number of years 
the company has devel- 
oped a reputation for 


providing customised computing envi- 
ronments for people with complete 
paralysis or learning disabilities. 

These have included original hardware 
and software development, as well as 
adapting existing systems and bringing 
together a variety of technologies 
to provide a tailored solution for an 
individual, or in some cases for an 
organisation. 

The company has done work for a 
number of organisations, notably the 
European Commission. SRS people 
have acted as advisors to the Commis- 
sion within specialist areas of tech- 
nology and disability. 


SRS has developed products which 
provide “off the shelf” solutions. These 
include the successful Matchmaker II, a 
device that is unique in the world 
and allows people with severe disabili- 
ties to access a standard PC, running 
any software. 

The company has also researched the 
needs of people with disabilities, to con- 
trol devices in their environment, or 
improve quality of life and increase 
their potential for independence. 

The result of the research is the new 
range of products called Merlin that set 
the standard for environmental control 
systems. 
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Prison investigation 15 


Breaking through the barriers: HMP Winchester is taking the lead 


with its services for prisoners with mental health problems 


In the second of our 
series, Lisa Hitchen 
asks: Do people 
with mental health 
problems get a rough 
deal in prison? 


People with mental health 
problems should receive expert 
diagnosis on arrival at prison, 
appropriate services in prison 
and continued support when 
they leave. These are the ideals 
the Prison Service wants to 

live up to. 

It admits the reality falls far 
short of the mark — that 
provision for “mentally 
disordered offenders” in its 135 
English and Welsh prisons is 
generally bad. 

Problems include poor 
diagnosis when offenders first 
come into prison, difficulties 
with assessments by visiting 
psychiatrists and delays in 
transfering prisoners to hospital. 

A Health Advisory Committee 
(HAC) report, The Provision of 
Mental Health Care in Prisons, 
1997, shows that the number of 
prisoners needing treatment as 
restricted patients under the 
Mental Health Act 1983 is 


offenders is inhumane and 
prevents mentally disordered 
people from receiving the 
treatment they need.” 

The chief inspector of prisons, 
Sir David Ramsbotham, wants 
prisoners with mental health 
problems to be cared for by the 
NHS and not by the Prison 
Medical Service, which provides 
health care for all those in 
custody. He said: “Prisons don’t 
have the trained psychiatric 
nurses to be able to give 
mentally disordered people the 
treatment that they want.” 

Others argue the issue is more 
complicated — that in some 


cases, prisons can provide the 
right support. Deputy 
governor at Her Majesty’s 
Prison (HMP) Winchester, 
Alan Stobbart, said: “I know 
of some mentally ill people 
who commit offences every 
winter just to get into prison 
because it is better than being 
on the streets. In some cases it 
is sanctuary in a place of 
security.” 

The person’s crime and 
whether they are a security 
risk must also be considered. 
Barbara Swyer, manager of 
the Wessex Project, a scheme 
for prisoners with mental 
health problems at HMP 
Winchester, said: “Making 
people well so they can 
function better is important, 
but that does not mean that 
you have dealt with the 


“In some cases prison 
is sanctuary in a place 
of security.” 


offending behaviour. All the 
research shows that people 
offend for lots of different 
reasons. It is not just to do 
with their mental health.” 

Winchester Prison is one of a 
handful of prisons that has 
several multi-agency schemes 
for people with mental health 
problems. 

One of these, the Wessex 


Project, helps prisoners to settle 
back into the community after 
release from prison. Ms Swyer 
said: “We assess peoples’ needs 
as they come into the prison, 
set up links with social services 
and others whilst the they are in 
prison and keep these links 
going when they leave.” 

Like other prisons, Winchester 
also has a listener scheme: 
inmates receive training so they 
can listen to the problems of 
other prisoners. The prison’s 
positive links with Ravenswood 
House, the local hospital, also 
help to speed up getting 
hospital beds for prisoners. 

HMP Canterbury is another 
prison commended by the chief 
inspector of prisons for its 
mental health work. 

Medical officer, Dr Brian 
Whiting, said: “East Kent NHS 
Trust has a contract with us to 
provide weekly psychiatrist 
sessions and community 
psychiatric nursing (cpn) 
sessions in the prison. They 
also fund cpn sessions in the 
community so the same nurse 
sees offenders both inside and 
outside prison. 

“Because of the links we have 

with our local hospital, 
St. Martin’s, it also means it 
takes only 30 days from the 
time an inmate arrives at prison 
to get them into a hospital bed 
under the Mental Health Act. 
Before, it took 60 days.” 

These local success stories 


aught in a headlock 


Barbara Swyer, manager of the 
Wessex Project 


may eventually be copied 
nationally. A joint working 
party of NHS and Prison 
Service staff set up last year to 
review health care in the Prison 
Service will make recommen- 
dations to ministers on mental 
health later this month. 

But some of the Government’s 
plans in its White Paper, The 
New NHS, 1997, have worried 
prison staff. These include 
proposals to scrap extra 
contractual referrals (ECRs), 
where hospitals and secure 
units receive funding by 
providing beds for people with 
mental health problems outside 
their area. 

Peter Edwards, a medical 
officer at HMP Winchester 
said: “If the units are full and 
we can’t use ECRs, we will have 
more people here who should 
be in mental health units.” 
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Specialist Conversions 


Introducing the new Mercedes Benz Vito wheelchair 
accessible people carrier. High quality with easy access and 


excellent visibility. 


Passenger layout options include: 


e 5 seats + one wheelchair e 4 seats + two wheelchairs 


Features include: 
e access via automatic side 
underfloor lift or rear ramp 


e unleaded petrol or diesel engine 


e automatic or manual 
transmission 

e electric mirrors and windows 

e power steering 

e central locking 

e air Suspension 
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rising, and despite £47 million 
being spent on secure units 
between 1991 and 1995, there is 
still a shortage of beds. 

Around 66 per cent of remand 
prisoners and 39 per cent of 
sentenced prisoners in England 
and Wales have mental health 
problems, according to estimates 
from the Prison Service HAC. 
Prison reform groups think 
none of these people should be 
in jail. 

The report of the Penal Affairs 
Consortium, for example, 
concluded: “We consider 
imprisoning mentally disordered 


SPECIALIST WHEELCHAIR CONVERSIONS 


Get in and out of bed 
more easily 


Put your feet up, 
unwind and relax 


y | CONCERN FOR COMFORT (taeleRiclg ga Ss 
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Sleep in a comfortable 
natural position 
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We specialise in wheelchair accessible conversions based on most 
popular makes. Conversions on new or good quality used base 
vehicles. Also a stock of used, refurbished van conversions & mini 
buses. Conversions for 1 to 4 wheelchairs & 2 to 8 seats with 
electric lifts, ramps or lowering suspension. 


Name(Title) 


Phone 


Address 


For advice and information on conversion and motability, contact 
David Vooght, G&M Coachwork, Teign Valley, Trusham, Newton 
Abbot, Devon TQ13 ONX 
Tel: 01626 853050 


Postcode 


CONCERN FOR COMFORT ¢ FREEPOST (PAM 6722) LONDON W13 OBR 
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16 Motoring 


If airbags could be 
dangerous for you, 
join the campaign 
for legislation, 
urges DN’s motoring 
correspondent 
David Griffiths 


When Joanne Bettany’s shiny 
new Ford Fiesta arrived in her 
local showroom, it had one 
extra feature not on her previ- 
ous model — an airbag. 

Far from being delighted, 
Joanne was quick to realise that 
here was a safety feature which 
could prove anything but in her 
case. Joanne has osteogenesis 
imperfecta and, like many 
others with her disability, is 
neither of average height or 
weight. 

She asked her dealer to 
remove the airbag before 
delivery, but he refused. Ford’s 
head office showed little 
interest and could not sanction 
the airbag’s disconnection or 
removal because it would be 
against the law. 

In desperation she turned to 
the Mobility Information 
Service. An understanding 
dealer was found who quickly 
drew up documents for Joanne 
to sign which would provide 
indemnity in case of an 
accident, and the offending 


Airbags are not always safe 


Enjoying the air with no bag: Joanne Bettany in her Fiesta 


“safety” feature was rendered 
safely inoperative. 

Airbag technology is based on 
a combination of assumed 
ratios involving weights, 
distances and pressure. 

Designers of airbags assume a 
driver’s weight and size fall 
between two limiting levels (the 
“average”), and that he or she 
is of “average” height and 
girth, and will be seated “x” 
cms away from the wheel. Many 
manufacturers’ handbooks 
stress the need to sit “well back 
from the wheel” when driving a 


vehicle fitted with an airbag. 

People with disabilities often 
do not conform to these norms, 
nor do they adopt what (able 
bodied) vehicle designers see as 
“standard driver control pract- 
ices” such as the “ten to two” 
position on the steering wheel. 

If just one of these norms is 
not there, an airbag “firing” 
during a collision could be 
more injurious than if it had 
not been fitted. 

Small people with a body 
weight insufficient to 
counteract the force of an 


inflating airbag are at greater 
risk, compounded by having to 
sit close-up to the wheel to 
reach the controls. The 
potential injuries could be life- 
threatening where brittle or 
delicate bone structure exists. 

Triggering an airbag could 
actually kill some disabled 
people who might otherwise 
survive an accident with 
relatively minor injuries. 

Furthermore, steering by 
single arm drivers (including 
many stroke victims), where 
full rotation of the wheel needs 
continued contact with a 
steering device, can mean the 
arm is across the wheel and in 
the direct line of the exploding 
airbag. The driver’s arm would 
be forced into the forehead or 
even ripped off. 

Until recently it has been 
relatively easy to order many 
vehicles without an airbag, as I 
did a few months ago. But soon 
all that will change as airbags 
become standard. 

Vehicles without an airbag are 
decreasing rapidly, and manufact- 
urers here are unsympathetic to 
a user requesting removal or 
disconnection. 

Joanne’s problem took several 
months, streams of phone calls, 


letters, and a 100 mile journey 
before it was solved. 

Had she been living in 
America, her problem would 
have been resolved legally at 
the flick of a switch. 

After nearly 50 airbag deaths 
involving children and over 30 
involving adult drivers, the 
National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration now 
approves installing de- 
activation switches or airbag 
removal on vehicles being 
modified for people with 
disabilities. All you need do is 
send a simple letter to the 
appropriate department. 

No-one could possibly claim 
that airbags don’t help save 
lives— they probably do when 
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the lives fit in with airbags. But — 


none of us are alike, and those 
of us who are less alike are 
most likely to be at risk 
through no fault of our own. 
The National Mobility Centre 
is campaigning for legislation 
in Britain similar to that in the 
USA. If you have comments, or 
feel you may be at risk, please 
write to Airbags, National 
Mobility Centre, Unit 2a 
Atcham Estate, Shrewsbury 
SY4 4UG, or phone (01743) 
761889, or fax (01743) 761149. 


run business. 


new models. 
° No VAT. 


on request. 


e Unique price guarantee that you 
can’t buy cheaper anywhere. 

¢ Up to 8mph for road use. 

e Free home assessments. 

¢ Free 12 months insurance on 


¢ No driving license required. 
¢ Low deposit finance available 


For further help and advice FREEPHONE 


OSO00 357496 
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Freedom, Independence 
and Reliability. 


Powerchairs promise you: 
e A caring service from a family 


e Will carry up to 32 stone. 
e Between 10-35 miles on one 


charge 


e Automatic battery charge 


included. 


e All major credit cards accepted. 


We buy second-hand electric 
wheelchairs and scooters. 


100s of nearly new machines in 
stock at prices to suit all pockets. 


Part exchanges welcome. 


Powerchairs 


Est 1982 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


Get The Most (e)]6iure) ms Bix= 
With Constables Vehicle 


Conversions 


For those people who are confined to a 


wheelchair yet, still want to get CUE et 
about, then Constables 
offer a range of 
wheelchair accessible 
vehicles which will make 
this whole process a lot 
more enjoyable. 


Whether they want to. sit 
alongside their companion in 
the front of a standard three door 
car, or at the rear of a special 
wheelchair accessible conversion, 
Constables have a product that 
is designed to suit their needs. 


The Unique Carchair 

The unmistakable Carchair is the 
only all-purpose wheelchair 
system which has been designed 
to convert into the front seat of a 
range of three door cars and 
People Carriers on either the 
passenger, or driver’s side. Once 
connected to the lift post, which 
is located just inside the vehicle, 
the user, or carer can raise the 
wheelchair off the ground by 
operating the buttons on the 
hand-held remote control. The 
clever engineering involved in the 
design of this very’ special 
wheelchair system, allows the 
wheels to be folded up under the 
chassis so that the chair can 
gently rotate and lower itself into 
the well of the vehicle. Once inside 
it locks into place ready for the 
journey. 


This ingenious device removes the 
problems of stowing wheelchairs 
and the indignities involved in 
having to transfer from wheelchair 
to car seat. It also makes life a lot 
easier for carers, as it enables 
them to avoid awkward handling 
which so often results in back 
injuries. By making the whole 
process of going out and about so 
much easier, users can enjoy a 
new sense of freedom and the 


exhilaration of sitting alongside 
their companion at the front of a 
standard vehicle. 


es 


When not being used as a car 
seat, the ergonomic design of the 
Carchair makes it ideal for use 
both indoors and outside. The 
luxuriously upholstered seat 
allows for an even spread of body 
weight, whilst adjustable arm 
rests, thigh supports and head 
rest, add considerably to the 
overall comfort of the chair. At the 
same time its firm lumbar support 
helps to reduce fatigue whilst 
enabling the body to work more 
efficiently. 


Available in two versions, the 
attendant Carchair has been 
designed to be pushed by a carer, 
whilst the electrically powered 
Carchair is operated by a simple to 
use joystick control which is 
located on the chair’s armrest. To 
make retraction of the wheels 
easier for the independent user 
or carer, the powered Carchair 
hase the option (of 7a power 


wheel retraction device which 
automatically folds the wheels 
away, prior to going into the 
vehicle. 
By using accessories 
such as, side supports, 
lap belts, harnesses, 
pommels and elt Gail he 


mechanism, each Carchair 
can be adapted to take 
account of the individual’s 
disability. The system is 
particularly suited for use 
by children, as the chair 
can accommodate an 
orthopaedic moulding so 
that as the child grows, 
or their medical condition 
changes, the chair can be 
adapted to suit. 


wheelchair 


The Expert- A New 
Approach To Wheelchair 
Accessible Vehicles 

For wheelchair users and carers 
who are looking for some extra 
style and design flair, Constables 
have produced the Peugeot 
Expert. This is probably the most 
versatile rear accessible vehicle 
available at a reasonable cost. 
With all the advantages of a 
People Carrier, its ingeniously 
spacious interior, with exceptional 
internal head height, provides 
plenty of room for the wheelchair 
user and their family. The interior 
design also gives the disabled 
passengers exceptionally good 
forward vision. 


Customised to suit the user’s own 
practical requirements, the Expert 
has the ability to accommodate up 
to four passengers and two 
users. With useful 
sliding side doors and the option of 
electrically powered side steps, 
the Expert makes it much easier 
for the able bodied to get into the 
rear passenger seats. 


To achieve a manageable 
approach for wheelchair users, 
Constables has designed a special 
ramp which has a low angle 
approach. When not in use this 
lightweight, counter- balanced 
ramp is folded up at the back of 
vehicle for ease of storage. Where 
a little extra help is required to pull 
the wheelchair and occupant into 
the rear, Constables also offer, a 
power belt winch system, or an 
inertia belt. 


As power steering is included as 
standard on the Expert it is 
extremely easy to drive. Also, 
with optional features such as 
ABS, air conditioning, electric 
windows and driver’s air bag and 
front swivel seats, it can provide a 
whole new world for wheelchair 
users, their families and 
companions. 


Available in 1.9 Diesel or with a 1.9 
Turbo Diesel engine, for extra 
performance, its attractive styling 
can be further enhanced by the 
use of optional metallic paint 
finishes and colour coordinated 
upholstery. This gives the Expert 
the quality feel which is rightfully 
being demanded by disabled 
customers and carers alike. 


For those who are eligible both the 
Expert and the Carchair system 
are available exempt from VAT. 
Selected vehicles are also available 
through the Motability Scheme. 


These are only a small selection of 
the products available from 
Constables’ comprehensive 
range, so for further information 
and a FREE, no pbiigation 
demonstration at 
your home 
contact: 


Fonstaples 
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Dept. DN/0998/G/M, 

FREEPOST (BR1032), Westham, 
Pevensey, East Sussex BN24 5BR. 
Tel: 01323 767574 Fax: 01323 767603 
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£11,025. 
It’s not steep. 


The Daihatsu Hijet Mobility. Five adults and one wheelchair-user carried securely and comfortably. 
Lightweight aluminium ramps with a powerful remote control winch. Five entry points (including 
twin sliding doors and rear hatch), plus a ‘slide and hide’ seating arrangement to maximise 
interior space. All this for around half the price of other conversions means the Hijet 
Mobility is extremely accessible. In every sense of the word. 


To arrange a test drive or demonstration call 0800 618 618 and ask for your nearest 
Daihatsu dealer. 


DAIHATSU 


Do ~ NO-NONSENSE VEHICLES. 


*Price shown includes all on-the-road costs including road fund licence and vehicle registration fee but 
excludes VAT. The Hijet Mobility is VAT zero rated when sold to a qualifying customer. Ref: MDNO006 


otability 


Registered Charity No. 299745 
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Incontinence 19 


Taxing times for taboo 


ls continence provision being cut back because users are too embarrassed to object? Peter Baber finds out 


It may not have hit the head- 
lines, but a change in the rules 
on VAT at the start of this year 
has caused further mayhem in 
the confused world of conti- 
nence provision. 

Treasury minister Dawn 
Primarolo shocked those 
campaigners fighting for better 
provision for this taboo 
condition when she announced 
at the end of November that 

- from the start of 1998 all home 
- deliveries from the NHS would 
be subject to VAT. 

The campaigners felt this was 
an appalling about-turn. The 
tax had been levied for a short 
time before during 1996, until a 
tribunal ruled that continence 
supplies delivered to private 
homes should remain VAT-free. 
Gordon Brown had derided the 
decision to impose VAT on 
such supplies as one of the “22 
Tory VAT increases”. 

So the umbrella group the 
Continence Foundation was 
doubly surprised to see the new 
Government reimpose the VAT 
so soon after it got into office. 

The Foundation accepts that 
the zero rating of VAT on such 
supplies was hard to justify, 
although it rejects Ms 
Primarolo’s explanation that 
the new imposition was 
justified because “the NHS is 
funded to pay VAT”. 

Foundation director David 
Pollock’s main concern is the 
effect that such a hither and 
thither policy is having on 
supplies to those in need. NHS 
trusts were given such little 
notice of the impending 
change, he says, that all they 
could do was institute a drastic 
cut in supplies almost 
immediately. Calls to his 
organisation have shown this is 
what happened. 

Although Health Minister 
Paul Boateng promised in 
January that the effect on NHS 
budgets of the new VAT levy 
would be given “urgent 
attention” by civil servants, 
Pollock is not convinced: he has 
heard nothing since, and Dawn 
Primarolo told Parliament 
later in March that no Treasury 
civil servants were involved in 
any review. 

Now both he and Laurel 
Salthouse, a spokesperson for 
Incontact, a network of 
support groups run by 
incontinent people, are hearing 
ominous rumours that more 
drastic measures may be on the 
way — including the possible 
scrapping of NHS continence 
pad supplies. Pollock wrote to 
Health Secretary Frank Dobson 
seeking reassurances on this at 
the start of April. No answer 


has so far been received, 
although one was expected as 
DN went to press. 

“We want to make sure the 
Government is not looking for 
easy cuts which affect people 
who cannot speak up for 
themselves,” he says. 

Mark Oaten MP, Liberal 
Democrat spokesman on 
disability, says he too has 
concerns about people being 
hit hard because they are 
unwilling to go public about 
their disability. “We are seeing 


things done by central 
Government at a time when up 
and down the country social 
services departments are having 
to make cuts as well,” he says. 

But there is some good news. 
Pollock believes a DoH meeting 
on 12 June could be the starting 
block for a review of the 1991 
statement on continence 
provision, Agenda for Action. 
Ministers have promised a new 
statement by next April. 

Laurel Salthouse is clear what 
she would want to see in any 
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new document. “We need to 
have a clear and unequivocal 
statement on the necessity for 
incontinence provision,” she 
says. “That’s not just provision 
for people with a long-term 
condition but also to take care 
of up and coming problems. 
People must be encouraged to 
come forward, so that we can 
tackle the stigma that exists.” 


The Continence Foundation, 
tel: 0171-404 6875. 
Incontact, tel: 0171-530 3401. 


Oaten:seeing cuts all round 


The “lucky one 


Nancy Skelton (below) from 
Barrow-in-Furness is certainly 
on the receiving end of cuts in 
continence provision. 

Two years ago her supplies 
were cut from seven to four 
pads a day, which she admits is 
“quite a big difference”. But at 
the same time she was told she 
was lucky to be getting what 
she was getting — a thinly veiled 
hint that the possibility of her 
not getting any pads at all had 
not been ruled out. 

“T have to go and buy more,” 
says Nancy, aged 48. “That’s 
£10 a week. It’s not cheap. It 
just seems so unfair, because 
pads are something that 
nobody wants but are 
something that they need.” 

She is also angered at a bias 
between the sexes when it 


comes to buying your own 
pads: men can get them on 
prescription; women at the 
moment cannot. Rather ironic, 
she thinks, when contraceptives 
are often on prescription. 

Despite all this and her seven 
years of living with the 
condition, she has helped set 
up a local Incontact group that 
covers Cumbria and northern 
Lancashire. She thinks it is 
terribly important to give each 
other support: “I know people 
in my group who are on 
benefits and don’t work,” she 
says. “But they still have 
problems and have to buy their 
own products. 


Furness Incontact support 
group can be contacted on tel: 
(01229) 812653. 


SONEIL BATTERY CHARGERS 


For electric scooters & wheelchairs. 
¢ Small in size — weighing only 700 grms 
¢ Big in power — 12, 24, 36 and 48v output 
¢ Switch mode technology 


FOR DETAILS PHONE 01298 73855 
OR FAX 01298 73854 


system is a mesh 


London resident Colin 
Maclean (right) has so far 
escaped any cuts in provision. 

But he still wishes his new 
supplier would sort out its 
logistics more effectively. The 
bodywrap system he now uses 
includes a mesh pant to hold 
the system in place. “Every 
second delivery, or every other 
month, I get a supply of six 
mesh pants,” he says. “But I 
really would like a new lot 
every time. These mesh pants 
do not hold as closely as my 
old system.” 

He also has to rely on his 
continence adviser 
remembering to reassess him 
regularly. If he is not reassessed, 
those on high assume he does 
not need the supplies any more, 
and so they are stopped 


without warning. Fortunately, 
so far, he has reminded his 
adviser in good time. 


“Find out why Stannah 
is the world’s most 
Chosen. Stairlift,” enor sree 


ey has built world- 
class stairlifts for over a 
quarter of a century. More 
people choose a Stannah 
Stairlift than any other. 

Why settle for anything less? 


O Free stair survey 
O Fast, mess-free installation 


O Built for your stairs - 
straight or curved 


© New smoother, 
quieter ride 


O 24-hour call out, 
365 days a year 


Please send me details. For my household 0 For a relative 0 


Name _ 


Stann 
Stairlifts 


Address 


Postcode : Tel. 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 4589, FREEPOST SA344, 
Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 


The world's most chosen stairlift 
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Tony Butler with wife Jackie and daughter Joey, who both had ME 


12th- 14th 


JUNE 
1998 


10am-5pm 


AT M.LR.A. 
(MOTOR INDUSTRY 
RESEARCH ASSOCIATION) 


WATLING STREET 


ON THE AS 
BETWEEN HINCKLEY 
AND ATHERSTONE, 
NEAR NUNEATON 


FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 
DMP Promotions 
(UK) Limited, 
Barn Cottage, 

38 Lawrence Close, 
Higham, Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire §75 1PE 
Tel: (01226) 386677 
Fax: (01226) 390777 
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mental effects but was also lit- 
tle understood by doctors. 
There is no test for ME, and 
no conventional treatment. 
Doctors have to eliminate any 
other causes of the curious and 
constantly changing symptoms. 


I had never heard of ME until it 
struck my family. In the space 
of six months my wife and 
daughter were both diagnosed 
with it. And we were forced to 
confront a condition that not 
only had terrible physical and 


CHRIS ROBBINS 


West Midlands 
MOBILITY ROADSHOW 


INCLUDING: 


© Car Manufacturers with over 60 
cars Adapted for Test Drives 
(don't forget your licence) 


© 2 Test Tracks 


e Electric and Self Powered 
Wheelchairs and Scooters 


& Specially Adapted Cars and 
Accessible Vehicles 
© Disability Living Aids 
© Charities and Organisations 
and much, much more.... 


Fawn! Fun \ 


Helicopter Rides, 
Go Karts, 

Skid Car, 
Entertainers, 
Créche, 
and much, much more... 
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Bass for a song 


Tony Butler, bassist with 1980s rock group Big Country, explains 
why his latest record is being released in aid of Action for ME 


Once diagnosis is made, it is up 


to the individual to deal with it. 


Even sympathetic doctors have 
little to offer. 


That is why I feel awareness is | 
the key to recovery and that the | 


support given by the charity 
Action for ME (AfME) is 
absolutely invaluable. 

It is also why I wrote my song 
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One Day to The Next—to help | 


people like myself, who don’t 
have the condition, to 
understand those who do. 

I got in touch with AfME 


after reading a magazine article | 


which struck a chord with my 
wife Jackie when she had been 
ill for six months, and our eight 
year old daughter Joey had just 
been sent home from school 
unwell for the second time in a 
week. At the bottom of the 
piece was a contact number. It 
was the beginning of the road 
towards discovery and recovery. 

At last there were other 
people who understoood what 
it was like to have ME in the 
family and could give 
suggestions on managing it. 
They had leaflets for children, 
describing the symptoms in 
language everyone could 
understand, information that 
we could give our daughter’s 
schoolfriends and teachers. 

We had been under the 
impression that ME in children 
was rare. But through AfME 
we discovered that so far at 
least 25,000 children have been 
diagnosed in the UK. Sadly, the 
largest representation in 
children is in the 14 to 18 
range. These young people are 
debilitated when they are 
making decisions about their 
futures as well as embarking on 
the pleasures and pitfalls of 
independence. It is easy for 
them to become isolated. 

AfME already has a service 
for children and a children’s 
officer, but they have now 
launched a project especially 
for teenagers and young people. 
Young Action On-line is a 
website designed to allow them 
to communicate with the 
charity and each other. It offers 
positive pointers for enjoying 
life while working for recovery. 

This is just one of the 
constantly developing services 
that AfME provide. 

I hope my song will raise 
awareness of ME. If it helps 
just one person understand or 
recover, I will be happy. 


One Day to the Next costs 
£6.50 from selected Virgin 
stores or from AfME, PO Box 
1302, Wells, Somerset, BAS 
1YE, tel: (01749) 670799. 
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‘In the eleventh of 
‘this series; Rod 
Hermeston finds 
out where disabled 
people can get 
equipment and 
help to work 


For many disabled people find- 
ing or keeping a job can be 
easier with the right support. 
You can get help from 
Disability Employment 


_ Advisors (DEAs), part of the 


Employment Service’s Placing, 
Assessment and Counselling 
Teams (PACTS). 

DEAs can offer jobseeking 
advice for disabled people, 
referral for training or 
employment rehabilitation, and — 
advice on supported work 
where the Government gives 


Do, do: Ron Pethick 


employers money to employ 
disabled people (DN 
September 1997). 

A major part of the help the 

PACT offers is through the 

Access to Work (ATW) scheme, 
which pays grants from a £19 
million budget towards: 
* Communicators to help hear- 
ing impaired or deaf people 


when they have to go to an 
interview for a job 

* Support workers to help dis- 
abled people carry out their 
job or get to work 

* Readers for blind or visually 
impaired people 

* Grants toward the cost of 
equipment which helps dis- 
abled people do their job 

* Alterations to buildings or 
work surroundings 

* Help toward the cost of get- 
ting to and from work for peo- 
ple who cannot use public 
transport, although the dis- 
abled person has to pay the 
amount public transport would 
have cost. 

ATW meets the full cost of 
help for people in a new job. 

But if a disabled person has 
been in a job for six weeks the 
employer usually has to pay the 
first £300 and then 20 per cent 
of costs above that. 

Those who have been self- 
employed for more than six 
weeks have to find the first 
£100 and 10 per cent of costs 
after that. 

But if costs go above £10,000 
over a three year period, the 
scheme will bridge the gap 
between this and the total cost. 

The extra travel costs incurred 
and communicator fees will, 
howevever, be paid in full by 
the Government. 

We found the scheme has not 
run smoothly for everyone. 

Paul Clayton, 25, is blind and 
works for the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind, (R NIB) 
in London. He first started 
work with RNIB early in 
August on a five month 
contract and needed speech 
output for his computer and a 
braille note taker. 

But he did not get the 
equipment he needed until late 
November, one month before 


Access to words: Paul Clayton and reader Joan Hollanby 


the contract was due to finish. 
He now works as a personal 
assistant in a different post. 

“Had it not been for the fact 
that RNIB had equipment 
spare and could loan it to me, it 
would have been difficult to do 
the job,” he says. “The delays 
do not encourage employers.” 

Ron Pethick, 29, is a product 
manager with Pork Farms 
Bowyers in Nottingham. He is 
partially sighted with restricted 
movement on his left side. 

He has a large computer 
monitor, a special chair and 
money to get a taxi to work. 

“T would not be working at 
this level if the help from ATW 


It works: David Varo- Watson 


STAIR SoM AND STANDING UP SOLUTIONS 


e UK's largest range of stairclimbers 


e Prices from £2,850-£12,500 

e User operated 

e Carer controlled 

e No building alterations 

e Used at work, school and home 
e Free demonstrations 


Many architectural barriers can 
be dealt with by climbing Stairs, 
or by standing up and reaching 


new heights. With a large 
choice of models the correct 


solution can be found from total 
user independence to attendant 
assisted. Our range of ramps for 
home, car, travel, complete the 


solution options. 


FREE DEMONSTRATIONS, 
ASSESSMENTS. 


CONTACT 
JOHN CHAMBERLAIN 
WHEELCHAIR 
CORPORATION LTD 


Incmoor House, Chelmarsh, Bridg- 


north, Shropshire WV16 6AZ 


Tel: 01746 861940 Mobile: 0374 


274919 Fax: 01746 862085 


e Stand up at home, work 

e Socially, sports, leisure 

e Improves general health 

e Folding manual model 

e All powered options 

e Simple one hand control 

e Use at a rehabilitation centre 


was not there,” he admits. “The 
problem is you may not know 
what help you need before you 
get the job. Then it takes so 
long to get everything in place. 
In a previous job elsewhere I 
had not got all my equipment 
before I left the company after 
six months. This contributed to 
me leaving.” 

David Varo-Watson, 45, of 
Derby, is more enthusiastic. He 
has multiple sclerosis (ms) and 
is forward planning editor with 
Central News. He gets help 
with taxi fares to work, and 
has an electric scooter for 
traveling round the building. 

He says: “Work is very 
important to me, but ms is an 
unpredictable condition. The 
help a scheme like this gives 
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A pact to get going 


makes my work easier and lets 
me carry on.” 

Gordon Dryden, RNIB’s 
assistant director for post-16 
policy, says: “I have never met 
anyone who does not welcome 
the scheme, but there is not 
enough of it.” 

A report published by the 
RNIB in March, Access to Work 
— Extending Equality in the 
Workforce, has called for a 
review of the scheme’s budget 
and for payments by employers 
or self-employed people to be 
scrapped. Mr Dryden claims 
this acts as a disincentive to 
taking on disabled people. The 
RNIB is also calling for DEAs to 
be given professional training. 

The Government’s Welfare to 
Work programme, which it 
hopes will help disabled people 
leave benefits and take work, 
will increase the demands on 
the ATW scheme, he claims. 

“Welfare to Work will only 
work if ATW is beefed up and 
there are more DEAs,” 
“But some DEAs are very good 
while others just make you 
want to weep. There is no 
agreed qualification. People 
need to have an idea of the 
quality of service they could 
expect anywhere in the country. 

A DFEE spokesperson says: 
“The budget for ATW was 
underspent last year. But we 
will review the situation if this 
is necessary owing to the whole 
programme’s success.” 


he says. 


Jus. 


of Sgt 


FREE HOME 
DEMONSTRATION 
ON PRODUCTS 
ADVERTISED 


BS 
SHOPRIDER | 
CHS 
FROM 
£1,299 


EAGLE 8° 


ALL BEDS 
HAVE REMOTE 
CONTROL & 

MASSAGER 


PROTECH 2000 
Electric Wheelchair 
: ” — 


Lift & 
Recliner ¢ 


Please send me details on 


Name: 
Address: 


MOBILITY CENTRE 


Call our CUSTOMER CARE LINE ON: 01895 622268 
“Where eos Comes Naturally” 


Large range of lift 
and recline chairs 
Choice of colours 


CALL OUR DEMONSTRATION HOTLINE: 


0800 7839441 


[13 & 4 Wheeled Scooters O Adjustable beds OJ pee Wheelchairs LJ Reconditioned 
Vehicles LI Lift & Recline Chairs C1 Bathlifts CII would like a free home demonstration 


pe erm 
Fill in and send to: FMS of RUISLIP, Mobility Centre, 76-78 Victoria Road, 
Ruislip Manor, Middlesex HA4 0AH : 


Sacis 


ECONDITIONED 
VEHICLES FROM 
ONLY £49% 


The FMS Range of 


£100 OF Adjustable Beds 


ALL ADJUSTABLE 
BEDS 


We have 
2500 
products to 
choose from. 
2 years limited 
warranty. 

1 years free 
insurance on 
Glacier & 
Eagle 8. 


Tel: 


Postcode: 


DN6/98 
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22 Comment 


Letters to 
the Editor 


Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 
Minicom: 0171-619 7332 Fax: 0171-619 7331 
E-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


‘Equal footing’ benefit 


Disability Living Allowance 
(DLA) must retain its universal 
status and not be subject to 
taxation for recipients who are 
able to work. 

This unique “award” must be 
regarded not as an alternative 
to earned income, but as a 
“leveller” to enable disabled 
people to approach the world 
of education and work on an 
equal footing with their able- 
bodied peers. 

That these needs are recog- 
nised by the Government is 
evident in the recent report of 
the colossal extra allowances 
given to disabled MPs such as 
wheelchair user Ann Begg (DN, 
May). 

My partner has Friedreich’s 
Ataxia and has been a 
wheelchair user for almost 30 
years. Until recently he worked 
full-time as a university 
academic. Now he is a 
freelance, because this gives 
him more flexibility as his 
condition deteriorates. 

Living with a disability is 
expensive and seriously limits 


racker Handcycles 


Accessible Fitness Equipment 
‘Freedom All Terrain Vehicle 


‘Power Chairs 
Kuschall Chairs 


earning potential: our joint 
income is probably a third of 
what it should be with our 
qualifications and experience. - 
As for the suggestion that 
DLA be given directly to local 
authority social services depart- 
ments for administration, this 
does not bear thinking about. 
Apart from denying the 
autonomy of DLA recipients, 
many of whom neither have 
nor need input from social 
services, this would put back 
welfare progress by 50 years or 
more — and imagine the chaos. 
Dr Christine Allen 
Herne, Kent 


Propolis supplier 


Your story about the bee (DN, 
May) is not surprising. There is 
a vast amount of anecdotal evi- 
dence concerning the healing 
properties of propolis. 

In 1973, Bill Flynn, secretary 
of the National Pollination 
Service, collected information 
from doctors around the world 
who had used propoplis. 


Name 
Address 


Postcode 


You shout for help when no one listen 


working to meet the needs of 


In “Class conflicts” (DN May), 
the headline chooses to blame 
parents. I strongly reject this view. 

Professionals such as Tommy 
MacKay are the gatekeepers to 
the special needs system, the 
resources and the support. As a 
parent, I do not set the guidelines, 
procedures and criteria for 
allocation of resources. 

I see my role as working with 
the school to ensure that as far 
as possible our daughter has — 
the rescoures she needs to bene- 
fit from the education system 
on an equal basis with her peers. 

Lack of understanding of the 


New Deal is 


good news 


The headline and early part of 
“Job plan welfare threat” (DN 
February) suggests that the 
benefits of disabled people 
claiming Jobseeker’s Allowance 
(JSA) will somehow be at risk 
when the New Deal for people 
aged 25 or more is introduced 
in June. That is simply wrong. 


Trials in the UK indicated that 
propolis aids the immune 
system. 

Flynn’s Bee Farms, a family 
run business, was established in 
Sheppey, Kent, tel: (01795) 
874935. Carefully controlled 
and professionally marketed 
propolis is available in capsule 
form. I and friends swear by it. 
Joyce Saunders 
Heighington, Lincoln 


system may lead parents to 
“shout loudly”, an understand- 
able response when you feel no 
one is listening. 

Mr MacKay’s survey has 
confirmed shortcomings in the 
system, but I fail to understand 
why the article blames parents 
or the class structure. 

Unmet needs should be 
recorded and lack of resources 
highlighted. Is this happening, 
or do professionals bow to 
pressure to only record needs 
they can meet? 

Parents, professionals and 
education services are all 


We will be offering them a 
better chance to obtain work and 
improve their prospects of rem- 
aining in sustained employment. 

From June, employers will be 
entitled to a £75 per week 
subsidy if they recruit people 
who have been unemployed for 
more than two years. 

Some people in this group will 
also be able to take advantage 
of a change in the rules for 


by Dan Batten 


Train pain 

When a DN reporter rang 
Virgin Trains’ helpline Journey 
Care in May, tel: 0345-443 366, 
asking about disability access 
to Coventry railway station, he 
was kept waiting five minutes 
before being told they did not 
have the information and 
would have to call him back. 

Once they learned he was a 
journalist the company swung 
into action. 

An apologetic spokesman 
called to say: “Rest assured, 
Journey Care will have no 
doubt as to what services are at 
Coventry within five minutes.” 

Let the train take the strain, 
Virgin. Make it easy on 


our children. The way forward 
has to consider the full range of | 
responses. If parents have a | 
different role to play, let us know. | 
Meanwhile, encourage those 
deprived of what John Wright 
calls “their entitlement” to 
speak out. Do not criticise 
parents who try the best they 
can to find their way through 
the maze of services. 
Linda Singer 
Inverurie, Aberdeenshire 
In our view, the headline and 
opening paragraph summed up 
Mr MacKay’s findings — Editor. 


payment of JSA which will 
allow them to undertake full- 
time further education or 
training while still receiving 
their allowance. 

These are positive steps to 
help longer term unemployed 
people, including people in the 
group with disabilities. 

Paul Keen 
Head of Disability Services 
Employment Service, Sheffield 


disabled customers. 


Off track 

Athletes in this year’s Wheelchair 
Marathon were given scant 
regard by the press. The Times 
and Telegraph did best with 
some reporting, not just a pic. 
BBC TV coverage offered a 
brief word with women’s race 
winner Tanni Grey. But her vic- 
tory, and Heinz Frei’s, weren’t 
mentioned at the end of the 
broadcast alongside the top 
able bodied winners. 

Were the media unsure of how 
to handle wheel power? Or is it 
that the top wheelchair athletes 
finished the course in a faster 
time than their ambulent 
counterparts? 


Tell me 

If readers have any ideas or 
contributions for the DN diary, 
ring me on 0171-619 7323. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Flights to Tenerife, Lanzarote 
Malaga, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 
Algarve and Florida. 
Weekend breaks - Paris, 
Dublin & Amsterdam. 
Holiday homes in France. 


wwe wwe ee em ee ew ee ee ee ee ee ee eee 


Please send a Brochure to: 


Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 
16 Haweswater Ave, Astley, Lancs, 
M29 7BL. Tel: 01942 888844. 


aga rn arr a 
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Whether. you need 
to get that cheque into 
your bank, or whether you 
just fancy going out for a 


spot of fishing, you can 


now afford to get there in 
comfort and style with the Ford ‘Motability’ scheme: 
There’s a wide range of Escort models available to 


suit you, and many come equipped with standard 


features including POWER STEERING, CENTRAL 


RN iii 
# 


ae GR LOCKING and AIR CONDITIONING. 
So, if you like the idea of driving around in a 


new Escort or another Ford model, give us a ring on 


MICK FRENCH GOES TO 


ele --| E BAN K N rm IS A Alternatively you.can send off ee coupon below 


for your free ‘Motability’ pack and be automatically 


0800 240 241 (quoting reference M98) to find out more. 


entered into our prize draw with the chance of 
winning a holiday for two. You 


never know, the next thing you 


catch could be an aeroplane. 


ESCORT. WHAT DO YOU DO IN YOURS? 


SYotability 


*This is a trademark of Motability: registered charity number 299745 __ 
_ Name 


Address _ 


Postcode _Tel. No. 
Are you in receipt of DLA? Yes / No 


Please return to Ford ‘Motability’ Prize Draw, FREEPOST (KT4304) 
Wintersells Road, West Byfleet, Surrey K14 7BR. 


0800 240 24i 


Quote reference M98. 
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A new course A flying start took world 

record was set at record holder Heinz Frei onto 
victory and set a new course 

the Flora London record in this year’s wheelchair 


wheelchair marathon, — men’s event. . 
: . The Swiss champion burned 
Lisa Hitchen reports 


serious rubber, finishing in 


Winners: Cheri Blair with (I-r) Lemeunier, Frei and Issorat 


I 
1 


Winning wave: Heinz Frei wins in s 


1.35.18, nearly four minutes " 
faster than the previous best t 
for the course — also set by Frei ; 
in 1995. i 
Frei told DN, “It was a really i 
good race. My time was much | 
better than 1.40 which is what 
I expected to do. That is a very 
good time for London. There ) 
were perfect conditions though 
it was a little bit windy.” 
Rival Swiss competitor Franz tl 
Nielispach decided not to race i 


having won the Boston f 
Marathon the week before. | 
Frei, 40, broke away from 


Finished! | 


Despite a knee injury, DN’s 
production editor Damien 
Vessey completed his 4th 
marathon in 4.23.42. He said: 
“I was disappointed with my 
time as training was going 
well. At eight miles my knee 
went and I was told to drop 
out. I was determined to carry 
on and got through the course, 
raising £1,400 for DN and the 
charity To Russia With Love.” 
Thanks to DN’s production 
co-ordinators, Centurion Press, 


Xeturn to Stannah Ltd, Dept 6009, FREEPOST, SA344, Andover, Hants SPIO 3BR. for their sponsorship of £800. 
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The revolutionary new Stannah Power Chair is comfortable 
‘ight now Stannah are offering you a FREE DEMONSTRATION AND TRIAL. All you have to do is fill in and return this reply-paid 


» manoeuvrable and affordable, giving you the freedom to get on with life. And 


-oupon or call us free on FREEPHONE 0800 715438. 


_] Please send me a Stannah Power Chair brochure. [J Please call to arrange my FREE DEMONSTRATION AND TRIAL. 


The x 
seine 3 Cogs a, i See a ae ee Stannah 


&y ee a Sat, Sl a ae Ae a Power Chair 
es ________ Telephone 


?ostcode 


\ 
2 

\ing a new course record 
i 


| 

/competitors David Holding and 
‘Issorat just after a mile. Half 
ind he had a three minute lead 
ythers which stretched to seven 

s by the home straight. 

-grown Holding was disappoint- 
his race, finishing in fourth 

: 1.46.04. He was well behind 
competitors, Paralympic gold 

- Claude Issorat (1.42.32) and 

> third place, Denis Lemeunier 
3). 

ng said: “I began my sprint at 
zham Palace and carried it 

1 to the finish which took me into 
I was disappointed but I think 
went according to plan with the 
‘ompetition from Frei.” 

women’s race, Britain’s 

apic athlete Tanni Grey proved 
aldn’t let the rainy squalls get the 
of her. She sped to first place in 

, over 20 minutes ahead of her 
rival and fellow Brit, Nicola 
just 19, who this year graduated 
1e mini wheelchair marathon. 
said: “It was a tough race and it 
_to get worse the further on you 
was hoping for under two hours 
wind added six or seven minutes 


Wheel power: Tanni Grey takes her fourth London Marathon victory 


to my time”. 

Jarvis had the same problem. 
“With all the cross wind and 
being light, I was just bounc- 
ing across the top of the cob- 
bles,” she said. 

Third was Fiona Neale who 
came in at 2.38.40. 


Sprint finish: David Holding 
speeds into fourth place along 
the Mall 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


> GETTING INTO AND OUT OF 
YOUR CAR DIFFICULT? 


Enjoy stress free access to your vehicle with an 
Elap Rotating Car Seat 


=e] §=Seats designed for most 


makes and models of 
both two and four 
door vehicles 


for further details please contact 
ELAP Engineering Ltd, 
Dept. DN, Fort St, 
Accrington BB5 1QG 
Tel: 01254 871599 

Fax: 01254 389992 


In the 16-18 year mini event, 
Hadj Lahmar of Britain was 
the new winner, sprinting the 
two mile course in eight min- 
utes and 21 seconds. The first 
female to cross the line was 
Sarah Piercy who finished in 
10.54, less than a minute 
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Victory smile: Grey with her trophy 


behind Derek Crick in second 
place. Dwayne Cook won the 
12-16 category in 11.28. 

In the able-bodied race, Mark 
Farnell, who is partially sight- 
ed, completed his 43rd 
marathon in 2.42.50. He told 
DN: “I wanted to do under 


2.40 but I took it too easy in 
the first 20 miles and after 
that it was too late, but it was 
a good race.” 

Meanwhile Tony Pemberton, 
a blind runner, finished his 
first marathon in 5.30.00. He 
said: “My leg went in the 19th 
mile but I carried on. The 
crowd just keep you going.” 

30,663 people took part in 
this year’s Flora London 
Marathon with 60 competi- 
tors in the wheelchair events. 

Gordon Neil, chief executive 
of Disability Sport England, 
who organised the wheelchair 
races, said: “It is always good 
when a new course record is 
set but it is a shame we do not 
have more female competitors. 
One reason is that this race is 
so close to the Boston 
marathon and they can offer 
excellent prize money which 
we can’t.” 


One of the best-selling health ca 


© A care bed ithe probably the quickest assembly time! 


© 4 section fully electrically operated matress support with kneebreak 


e Finished in natural Beech wood veneer 


Rollators and commodes 


Further range of products 
toilet seats, mattresses, 
bathing aids. 


Visit us on stand N° 248 at 
the ,, NAIDEX“ exhibition 
at Earls Court 

on June 23-25 th ‘98. 


°High-functional beds and exclusive furniture 


re D 


casacarden 


Health care products and furniture 


For Casa-Garden U.K.: 

Nexus DMS Ltd. ¢ Reha Pro (Div) 

41 Frankley Avenue ¢ Halesowen 

West Midlands * B62 OEA 

Tel. 0121 421 2621 © Fax 0121 421 2621 
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26 Parent’s voice 


‘He won't let my carer snop 


Emmanuel Heckman’s efforts to help his disabled mother Josephine have earned him a reward from Hackney 
Council. Josephine thinks the experience has been good for him, although she admits she has her concerns 


Everybody was very happy 
when Emmanuel got the 
Hackney Young Citizens’ 
Award. He was nominated by 
his teachers at Shacklewell 
Primary School, and all his 
schoolfriends came to see him 
get the award at the town hall. 

He has been looking after me 
most of the time since I was 
injured in a car crash on 
Christmas Day 1996. 

Both my legs were shattered 
in the accident, and now I only 
walk for short distances, and 
use a wheelchair at other times. 
Iam in constant pain —I even 
found it hard to get to sleep the 
night we got back from the 
awards ceremony. 

I can’t stand up to cook, I find 
it uncomfortable to sit in the 
same position for a long 
period, and at the moment I 
am having difficulty opening 
the front door because it has 
expanded in this weather and 
my arms are weak. 

Emmanuel was in the car with 
me when we had the crash, and 
at first he had not thought I 
was going to be alive. He went 
to live with his “aunties” in 
Brixton, South London, for the 
four months I was in hospital. 

I did not think at first that he 
would be my carer. But I had 
great difficulty getting any 
home help from the council. I 
wanted someone just to take 


Emmanuel and Josephine Heckman: “God opened Emmanuel’s eyes and he has helped me,” she says 


Have you got a Personal Assistant? 
Then you need protection 


Do you have a Personal Assistant, such as a Home Helper, who provides you with help around the home 
and with trips outside? 


If so, the law may hold you responsible for their well-being. If they are injured while they are working 
for you, you may well be responsible for paying compensation. 


If they cause an accident or damage someone else’s property while looking after you, you might have to 
foot the bill. 


This cost could run into many thousands of pounds. 


But fortunately you can protect yourself against these risks with the Care User insurance policy for less 


than a pound a week. It will give you up to £2,000,000 of cover - which is all the peace of mind you’ll 
ever need. 


For further information, contact Fish Insurance on 
01772 724442 or complete and return the coupon 
to the FREEPOST address provided - no stamp necessary 


the Disablilty Specialists 


Please send me further information on the Care User insurance policy 


Name 


Address Postcode 


Fish Insurance, FREEPOST, 3-4 Riversway Business Village, Navigation Way, Preston. PR2 2BR 


eS 
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Emmanuel to school, because I 
know what the situation is like 
in this country now. But they 
said no. 

So I have had to teach this 
little boy of 11. There is no one 
else to help me, as lam 
divorced. Emmanuel’s 
“aunties” come, but they live in 
Brixton. And my sister comes, 
but she lives in Milton Keynes. 

But Emmanuel is very good. 
He does a lot for me. He has 
been shopping by himself — the 
local shopkeepers are very 
understanding — and he makes 
chips and rice and tinned meals 
for me. 

He often goes to the council 
too. For three weeks my shower 
has not been working. I don’t 
know how to work it and I feel 
I could slip as it leaks. But no 
one has come to fix it. So he 
has been to the council to 
complain for me. 

Since the beginning of the 
year — for just the last four 
months — I have had a home 
help, but she only comes twice 
a week, for two hours. 

In any case, Emmanuel won’t 
let her do 'the shopping, 
because she might not 
understand what the tins we 
want to buy are for. 

Of course, sometimes 
Emmanuel has to study. I think 
the council should do 
something more to help and 
should not leave everything to 
this little boy. He usually does 
his homework first in the 
evening, although sometimes 
he is working at midnight and 
he often has to rush to get to 
school in the morning after he 
has been helping me. 

I have found him crying and I 
do worry that I cannot get to 
his parents’ evening at school, 


although his teacher does come ~ 


to see me. 

So I would eventually like to 
move to Milton Keynes, where 
my sister lives. Maybe I can get 
a transfer. There would be 
more people to help me, and I 
think it would be good for 
Emmanuel too. He has his 
cousins there. 

But at the same time I think 
Emmanuel’s experience has 
been good for him. It is good 
for him to help. 

So many children do not 
know how to help their mums 
these days. But Emmanuel is a 
good boy. For example, he is 
usually hungry in the evenings 
when he comes in, but he will 
still go to the microwave to 
cook something for me. God 
has opened Emmanuel’s eyes 
and he has helped me. I can’t 
force him. 


4 


Michael Turner 
a aaa 


The Coen 
brothers 
have a 
remarkable 
record of 
making 
films which 
hover 
between 
mainstream and art house 
movies. The Big Lebowski is no 
exception. It’s a lively, very 
funny and visually distinctive 
pastiche of film noir films in 
the ilk of The Big Sleep. 

The twisting and turning plot 
follows a trail of events which 
begin with Jerry Lebowski (Jeff 
Bridges), usually known as The 
Dude, being mistaken for another 
Jerry Lebowski — the Big 
Lebowski (David Huddleston) 
— by a pair of hoodlums 
working for a loan shark. 

The Big Lebowski is an ageing 
millionaire who was disabled in 
the Korean war. He is none too 
pleased to encounter The Dude, 
an ageing reefer-smoking hippy, 
and proceeds to lecture The 
Dude that if he can be success- 
ful “without his legs”, there’s 
no reason The Dude shouldn’t be. 


Gummo 


Relentless exposure to all 
things American — Hollywood 
films, TV drama and talk- 
shows, even their political scan- 
dals — makes us feel very famil- 
iar with the country. - 

But, trite as it may sound, 
America is a big place, and 
there is another side to it, a side 
portrayed in Gummo. 

This is a grim film which aims 
to portray the lives of a group 
of loosely connected people 
living in poverty in a small 
Southern town. 

The little plot there is follows 
two boys in their efforts to kill 
cats and sell them as meat to a 
local shop — this is definitely 
not a film for cat lovers. 

One boy, Jacob, looks unusual 


The 


hee 


The Dude (le 


Lebowski’s disability is 
certainly there in part as a plot 
device. It serves to emphasise 
that his young wife has married 
him for his money, and 
supports questions about his 
business success — his daughter 
suggests that he is not actually 
responsible for the family 
fortune. It also comes into play 
when The Dude’s hapless 
partner, Walter, who is prone to 


to the point where some review- 
ers referred to him as a mutant. 

Physical and intellectual 
difference is clearly a major 
theme. Many characters are 
disabled; several have learning 
difficulties, and all defy the 
conventions of normality we 
would see in a mainstream 
Hollywood movie. 

This presentation of diversity 
should be refreshing, but it 
comes against a backdrop of 
extreme poverty and squalor, 
and some quite disturbing 
cruelty between the characters. 

The result is that while on one 
level Gummo is an interesting 
attempt to show a different side 
of America and to portray the 
humanity of characters who are 
largely unsympathetic, it has an 
underlying feeling of exploiting 
its subject matter. 


End 


and physically disabled. 


flexibility. 


Home Counties. 


European Nursing 


Looking for a professional 
nursing agency to provide you 
with personal assistants or nurses? 


e We specialise in placing ‘live in' carers with the young 


e All our managers have had personal experience in 
their own homes and understand the need for 


e Based in St. Albans, we mainly cover London and the 


For more information call us on: 
St. Albans (01727) 850600 


Professional Care with The Personal Touch 
Licensed by the Local Authority and Department of Employment 


Agency 


ft) with Walter, who tries to prove Lebowski is faking his disability 


jumping to conclusions, 
declares that he has seen a few 
“spinals” in his time and tries 
to prove Lebowski is faking his 
disability, which he is not. 
Much of what makes the 
Coen brothers’ work so 
distinctive is their visual style, 
with unusual camera angles, 
slow motion, and the picture 
composition often adding a 
surreal edge to the look of their 


Look out for 


Alice at the accessible Drill 
Hall, London, 14-25 July, 
allows children of five and up 
to explore wonderlands of their 
own. It has an integrated cast 
and involves Graeae Theatre 


Big Lebowski 
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films as well as their plots. 
Thankfully, they do not use 
Lebowski’s disability in this 
way, though there is a scene 
with a peripheral character 
whose father is in an iron lung 
which gives exactly this effect. 
As is so often the case, the 
negative use of disability 
undermines an otherwise 
original and hugely enjoyable 
film, the best of the year. 


Company. Integral sign lan- 
guage interpretation. Two 
audio described performances. 
Box office: 0171-637 8270. 


The Inclusive Arts Campaign 
has a networking day on Deaf 


Arts for All, 14 June in London. 


Minicom: 0181-458 0847. 


DO YOU HAVE PROBLEMS WITHA 
SCHOOL, COLLEGE OR YOUR COUNCIL? 


ARE YOU GETTING THE EDUCATION, 
COMMUNITY CARE OR SERVICES YOU 
NEED? 


HAVE YOU BEEN THE VICTIM OF 
DISCRIMINATION BECAUSE YOU ARE 
DISABLED? 
David Ruebain is a solicitor specialising in Education, 


Community Care and Local Government Law for 
disabled people. He is also a specialist in disability 


discrimination law. 


We offer direct access for deaf people, through a 
lawyer fluent in British Sign Language. We also 
specialise in accident claims, medical negligence, 
conveyancing, wills and criminal law. Legal aid work 
undertaken. Offices also in Birmingham and Camden. 


For free initial advice contact: 


DAVID LEVENE & CO. 
SOLICITORS 


Ashley House 


235-239 High Road 
Wood Green 
London N22 4HF 


Legal Aid 


Telephone: 0181-881 7777 


Minicom: 0181-881 6764 
Facsimile: 0181-889 6395 
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Television 


Chris Davies 
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If anyone 
out there is 
complacent 
enough to 
think dis- 
abled people 
are well 
served by 
television 
just because of specialised pro- 
grammes, think again. 

Link (ITV) is dropped for 
formula one motor racing. 
From the Edge (BBC2 ) finished 
its current run in April and will 
not be back until November. 
And its late night adult 
companion Over the Edge will 
not be on at all this year. 

Despite cancelling its weekday 
version of the News Headlines 
(BBC 1) with sign language, its 
replacement, News Review 
(BBC 2) is far from having a 
regular schedule. 

Sunday morning’s See Hear 
(BBC 1), which used to get a 
weekday repeat, no longer does. 

So, remember, it’s not only 
disability radio that lacks consist- 
ency. No need to panic yet, but 
we do need to keep watch. 

It was goodbye to The 
Unknown Soldier (ITV) on 12 
May. Three disabled actors 
were given roles, as you know, 
and that was certainly some 
experience for them. So 
congratulations to Dave Kent, 
Matthew Fraser and Andrew 
Mclay for doing a fine job given 
the small scale of their parts. I 
hope the show will help them 
to go on to bigger things. But 
let’s hope that next time ITV 
can find it in it heart to give 
disabled actors some-of the 
main lines. 


Among its morning program- 
mes the BBC has a series called 
Style Challenge, offering make- 
overs to members of the public 
and, on occasion, to celebrities. 

I recently caught two of these 
shows featuring disabled people, 
one a wheelchair user. Good 
going for a BBC programme. 

The gentle sitcom series As 
Time Goes By (BBC 1) made a 
mess of disability on 3 May. 
The Geoffrey Palmer character, 
Lionel, was denying that he 
had any hearing problems and 
his girlfriend, the Judy Dench 
character, was trying to 
persuade him otherwise. The 
kind of jokes that came out of 
this were right out of the ’50s 
farce era — sad, very sad. 


Been out and about? 


Share your interesting or 
unusual experiences with 


other DN readers in our 
summer features (July and 
August). Just ring Dan 
Batten, tel: 0171-619 7323. 
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A Midlands phoenix 


Coventry might not be a beauty spot, but Rod Hermeston finds 
many improving facilities for disabled people in this rebuilt city 
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A city with a colourful history 
which counts St George and 
Lady Godiva as locals might be 
content to dwell on the past. 
But Coventry is a forward 
looking place. The architecture 
might be nondescript, but the 
city sees itself as a place of 
firsts and start-overs. It had the 
first pedestrianised shopping 
precinct in Europe for instance. 
And its cathedral is Britain’s 
most famous rebuilt church. 


Getting there 

Coventry railway station has 
disabled toilets, lifts to all plat- 
forms, and ramps for boarding 
trains. A service run by Virgin 
Trains, tel: 0345-443 366, can — 
if you persevere — give details. 


Out and about 
The Herbert Art Gallery and 
Museum, tel: (01203) 832381 
minicom: (01203) 832340, 
shows the city’s 1,000 year his- 
tory. It has reserved orange 
badge parking, is wheelchair 
accessible, and has an accessi- 
ble toilet. Some literature is 
available in braille, large print 
and tape. 

Coombe Country Park, tel: 
(01203) 453720, is home to a 
wide range of wildlife. It has 
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free parking for orange badge 
holders, wheelchair accessible 
pathways and toilets and 
information in braille, large 
print or on tape. 

The Museum of British Road 
Transport, tel: (01203) 832425, 
has orange badge parking, is 
fully wheelchair accessible, and 
has.an accessible toilet. There 
are plans for information to be 
provided on tape, braille and 
large print. 

Coventry Cathedral, tel: 
(01203) 227597, has reserved 
parking spaces for orange 
badge holders, has wheelchair 
access, and a wheelchair 
accessible toilet. 


Shopping 

The West Orchards Shopping 
Centre, tel: (01203) 231133, the 
Cathedral Lanes Shopping 
Centre, tel: (01203) 632532, 
Coventry Indoor Retail 
Market, tel: (01203) 224927 
and the city centre precincts all 
have wheelchair access. 

The local Shopmobility 
scheme, tel: (01203) 832020, 
claims 98 per cent of city shops 
are wheelchair accessible. It 
loans chairs or scooters. 


Entertainment 

The Belgrade Theatre, tel: 
(01203) 256431 ext 215, has 
some signed performances. It 
has parking spaces for orange 
badge holders, six wheelchair 
spaces in the auditorium, and 
an accessible toilet. Some liter- 
ature is available in braille, 
large print and tape. There is 
an infra-red hearing system, 
and most performances are 
audio-described. 

The Showcase Cinema, tel: 
(01203) 602555 has wheelchair 
access and spaces in many 
auditoria, and a wheelchair 
accessible toilet. An induction 
loop is available. 


Tel: 0181-907 2400 


CAN BE DONE 


TOURS AND HOLIDAYS FOR ALL 
When accessibility counts for so much in a holiday, look no further! 
All the accommodation we recommend has been checked by one of 
our representatives. 
It’s impossible to list our full range of tours, overseas holidays, 
self-drive and adventure holidays in this limited space. ~ 
New for 1998 are accessible scheduled daytrips from London 


CAN BE DONE LIMITED 


7-11 Kensington High Street, London W8 5NP 
http://www.canbedone.co.uk 
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The British Incoming Tour Operators Association 


Warwick Arts Centre, tel: 
(01203) 524524, is the biggest 
arts centre outside London. All 
levels are fully accessible, and 
there are accessible toilets. 
There is an infra-red hearing 
system. A diary of events is 
available in braille, large print 
and tape. 

The Midlands Sports Centre 
for the Disabled and Able 
Bodied, tel: (01203) 474455, has 
good access. Its snooker tables 
do not have conventional legs, 
which allows wheelchair users 
to play more easily. 


Food and Drink 
Browns, tel: (01203) 221100, 
has good wheelchair access and 
disabled toilets. 

Oscars Food Court at West 
Orchards, tel: (01203) 231133, 
has partial wheelchair access, 


West Orchards is accessible 


specially trained staff, and a 
disabled toilet. 


Bedding down 
Chez Hugh Guest House, tel: 
(01203) 223210, has five twin en 
suite bedrooms on the ground 
floor. From £35 per night. 
The Britannia Hotel, tel: 
(01203) 633733 has two 
wheelchair accessible twin 
rooms. From £75 a night. 
For more tourist information 
tel: (01203) 832303 or 832304. 


Always check first that your 
individual needs are met. 


Fax: 0181-909 1854 
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‘Terry Hall and Lenny the Lion at Coventry and Warwickshire 
Scope’s Easter party. Tel: (01203) 694562 for more branch details 


Helping disabled 
people have a go 


Coventry City Council is hold- 
‘ing a Disabled People Do it 
Week 1998 from 13 to 20 June. 

The first event of its kind in 
the city, the week aims to help 
disabled people try their hand 
at new activities. 

_A programme of events is 
available in large print, braille, 
audio tape and computer disk 
from the Social Justice Team, 
tel: (01203) 831090. 

Disability equality officer 
Sarah Lewis says: “It is about 
getting disabled people 
involved, having fun and telling 
service providers why they liked 
it and if they did not why not 
and what they could do better.” 

One eye-catching event on 16 
June will be a Disabled People 
Travel It day, in which five 
disabled people will travel to 
the same point by different 
means to highlight transport 
‘issues. A car, taxi, the local ring 
and ride, and a tandem bike 
should be included. 

But the organisers also want 
disabled locals to send in their 


views about transport issues, so 
that they can produce a report 
by the end of July. This will be 
sent to bus and taxi companies 
and ring and ride. Views should 
be sent to Mandy King, 
Agenda 21 team, Room 301 
Broadgate House, CV1 1NH. 

The Centre for Integrated 
Living, tel: (01203) 694490, will 
open its Office 2000, a fully 
equipped training office. 

The city council will be 
holding talks on how to apply 
for jobs with the council. 
Contact Terry Donovan for 
details, tel: (01203) 833056. 

There is also a performing 
arts night. Contact Phil 
Woodcock, tel: (01203) 832430, 
minicom: (01203) 832308. 

And the Coventry 
Unemployed Workers 
Disability Project, tel: (01203) 
670910, will run a roadshow 
offering positive images of 
what disabled people can do. 
The group is backing a scheme 
to turn 15 disabled people into 
disability awareness trainers. 


ESL brings you Health & Comfort... 


Coventry City Council aims to 
improve consultation with dis- 
abled people, although service 
users say it has some way to go. 

Sarah Lewis, disability 
equality officer at the council, 
tel: (01203) 831090, is 
developing a Disabled Persons’ 
Network so that disabled locals 
can tell the council and 
Coventry Health Authority 
what they need. She says the 
aim is that “officials who want 
to consult disabled people can 
go to a group of people trained 
in disability equality”. 

“We will be having the first 
session to give them this 
knowledge in July,” she says. 

Coventry Centre for 
Integrated Living (CIL), run by 
the council, is also trying to 
increase user involvment. Its 
Office 2,000 project (see left) 
provides eight places for 
training and assessment. The 
centre is to involve users in its 
management to ensure that it 
offers the right services. 

Roy Fisher information and 
promotions coordinator at the 
CIL, says: “We’ve got the 


nucleus of a steering group, 
which we hope will include 
representatives of the 

employment service, social 
services and service users.” 

Steve Comerford, chair of 
Coventry Independent Living 
Group (CILG), representing 
service users, says moves like 
that and a scheme to let tenants 
in residential homes become 
their own landlords “point to a 
greater council commitment to 
user input.” : 

But he adds: “At the moment 
the CIL is not used as much as 
it could be. I think that it 
would develop services which 
are more appropriate to the 
needs of disabled people if it 
was user led.” 

Meanwhile, CILG has put in a 
bid to run a direct payments 
scheme for the council. 

Mr Comerford says: “If we 
got the contract we would set 
ourselves up as a service 
provider with a management 
committee of users.” 

Elsewhere, the council has 
also set aside £200,000 to start 
improving access to its own 


Link not there yet 


premises. The new edition of 
the Coventry Disability 
Information Guide will be 
available later this year. For 
details tel: (01203) 831090. The 
council is also updating its 
guide Access to Leisure for 
Disabled People. Tel: (01203) 
832430 for details. 


City views wanted 
Coventry City Council is the 
first authority in Europe to 


give control of its city centre 
to a private company. 

The City Centre Company, 
tel: (01203) 833671, which 
started up in April, has 
already got one bus 
company to introduce two 
low floor buses. 

But it is also inviting 
disabled people to a meeting 
on 12 June to discuss city 
centre redevelopments, 
including the rebuilding of a 
major public buildings and 
the creation of an accessible 
city centre transport system. 

For details of the meeting 
contact Robin Surgeoner, 
tel: (01203) 831098. 


Mainstream bridges 


Coventry’s Hereward College, 
tel: (01203) 461231, claims it is 
unique as it combines the qual- 
ities of mainstream and special 
needs colleges. 

It has 370 students, of which 
160 are disabled and 80 are 
residential, many of them 
coming from outside Coventry 
because the college caters for 
their special needs. 

It is now pioneering a scheme 
which allows students with 
many support needs to take 
degree courses with other 
universities through distance 
learning. James Lancaster, 22 


A range of showering, bathing, access and mobility products, 
specially designed to make daily life easier and safer. 


Our 32 page catalogue shows a selection, including shower 
trays and half-height doors, grab rails and seats, wheelchairs, 
walking aids and kitchen utensils. 


For your copy, please complete and return the coupon (no 
stamp required) or phone our Helpline on 01323 765875. 


Visit our website: www.eslhealthcare.co.uk 


ESL makes everything that much better 


with muscular dystrophy, is the 
first student to benefit. 

He says: “I use a ventilator at 
night and the support here just 
makes it easier. I hope to 
become a practising artist.” 

Coventry University has a 
scheme which uses graduates as 
carers. They live in and offer 
academic, personal and social 
support. They are paid £65 a 
week, and get food. The 
university is planning a careers 
open day on 18 June for people 
with disabilities. Contact Helen 
Bogusz, tel: (01203) 838670, for 


more information. 


For your 32 page colour catalogue, complete this 


James Lancaster: artistic hopes 
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Highland idyll 


Peter Baber talks to two people who exchanged the South for 
rural Scotland and still believe it was the right decision 


A day centre for disabled peo- 
ple and a cottage hospital are 
within powerchair riding dis- 
tance of Alistair Macleod’s 
home. A nursing home and res- 
idential home are also within 
“striking distance”. 

This may not seem that 
remarkable to anyone living in 
Home Counties England. But 
Mr Macleod, who has multiple 
sclerosis, lives in the tiny village 
of Portree in the Isle of Skye. 

This is not a place, you would 
think, which would be leading 
the way in facilities for disabled 
people. And Mr Macleod, 72, a 
retired policeman, thinks the 
area is not bad for young 
disabled people either. 

“Disabled children here can 
get mainstream education and 
are getting jobs these days,” he 
says. “We have had a big battle 
to get a lift in the school in 
Portree, but it has one now.” 

Even housing need not 
necessarily be a problem. The 
traditional highland croft, with 
its cramped rooms and tiny 
doors is not ideal for a 
wheelchair user, he admits, but 
new housing is being built on 
the island. Scottish 
housebuilders are becoming 
more aware of the needs of 
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disabled people; and if, as he 
did, you get in at the design 
stage in the building of your 
house, you can easily make 
alterations to suit. 

“I had the bathroom built as a 
room, not a cubicle,” he says, 
“so that I can get in and out of 
it. My windows are also at a 
low level.” 


‘There is space here and 
room to breath. It is also 
good to have much more 
contact with people at 
the top of the council’ 


He agrees that these “simple” 
and “inexpensive” adaptations 
would be less easy to do if you 
bought the house already built, 
and thinks housebuilders will 
only really make accessible 
houses as standard when 
legislation forces them to. 

But he does not regret moving 
to Portree 15 years ago, after 40 
years in Wiltshire, when the on- 
set of his condition forced him 
and his wife Cynthia to leave. 

The Isle of Skye was actually 
Mr Macleod’s childhood home, 
so it was hardly a novel move. 
But the Highlands have often 


MOBILITY SOLUTIONS 


FOR DISABLED DRIVERS & PASSENGERS 


WE OFFER A COMPREHENSIVE 
SERVICE FROM HAND CONTROLS TO 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE AND 
WHEELCHAIR DRIVER VEHICLES AND 
EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN. 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
CONVERSIONS FOR SINGLE 
WHEELCHAIR PASSENGER USE 
INCLUDE FORD COURIER, NISSAN 
CARGO AND PEUGEOT EXPERT. 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
AND LITERATURE ON OUR 
RANGE OF PRODUCTS & 
SERVICES CONTACT: 


ROWNIING 
CONVERSIONS 


FARADAY ROAD, CHURCHFIELDS 
IND. EST., SALISBURY, WILTSHIRE 


SP2 7NR 


TEL: 01722 336048 
FAX: 01722 416241 


been seen as a haven for those 
wanting to “downsize” and 
enjoy a less stressful life. 

Are they just as suitable for 
someone with disabilities or 
someone caring for them? 

Some 22 years ago, David 
Fallows, 50, would have said 
no. His son, also called David, 
was born with spina bifida, 
hydrocephalus, and shortly 
afterwards further complications 
caused by meningitis. 

It meant the family had to 
move south, first to Preston and 
then Essex. “22 years ago the 
facilities for people with disabil- 
ities up in the north of Scotland 
simply did not exist,” he says. 

But he always had a yearning 
to go back. His children — both 
David junior and his non- 
disabled sister Katriona — were 
taught to think of the 
Highlands as home. 

Ten years ago, when David 
was 12, they went back to live 
in Newtonmore, another tiny 
village near Aviemore. 

Mr Fallows has never looked 
back. The move, he says, was 
part of his long-held plan to 
retire from the world of 
computers and become a 
painter — something he has now 
achieved. And although David 


David Fallows junior and friends relax in the clean air and sunshine | 


junior sadly died in February, 
his father feels his last few 
years were made that much 
more rewarding because they 
lived in such an idyllic place. 

“He quickly gained a 
fascination for shinty [a 
highland game like hurling],” 
he says. “He could never play 
it, but he did not have an ounce 
of resentment about that. He 
became a very well-known 
figure on the sidelines because 
he was so instantly recognisable. 

“Often when my wife Lena 
went to Fort William with him 
he would turn to greet someone 
who she didn’t know.” 

David also had a “passion for 
music”, particularly keyboards 
and the guitar, his father says. 

David had to go away to 
school in Inverness, some 46 
miles away, but Mr Fallows had 
less of a struggle to get him 
into that school than he did 
with a school in Essex. 
Highland Council paid for a 
taxi to take him there and later 
to an adult resource centre in 
the town five days a week. 

Mr Fallows thinks that is one 
of the virtues of living in such a 
rural area: distances become 
less important, and so choices 
are actually widened. “Forty- 
six miles across London would 
be too much,” he says. “But 
here there is an enormous 
amount of flexibility because 
people have to find solutions 
that are not distance related.” 

He does warn, however, that 
anyone considering such a 
move must be prepared to get 
on with the community. “You 
have to try to do your bit.” 

Mr Macleod is more 
circumspect in this respect. He 


already had family up in Skye 
and would not have made the 
move if he knew no-one there. | 

“To move to a place where 
you don’t have connections is a 
bit dodgy,” he says. “If you are | 
not in employment and do not | 
have young children and your 
complications are added to 
further by disability, your 
ability to make social contacts 
is even more difficult.” 

But he certainly thinks the 
move up north has been 
socially rewarding. “It’s a very 
supportive community,” he 
says. “The voluntary organis- 
ations are well supported, and 
that’s not just the disabled ones. | 
I wasn’t fully up with voluntary 
organisations in Wiltshire.” 

Mr Fallows enthuses about 
this too. “There is space here,” 
he says, “and room to breathe. 
But it is also good to have much | 
more contact with people at the | 
top of the council than you had 
in the south of England.” 

He says the council’s experience 
of dealing with David junior 
led to the establishment of a 
small adult resource centre in - 
nearby Kingussie. “Highland 
Council is among the better 
and more flexible councils, and 
it would be surprised to hear me 
say that.” 

His determination has been at 
least partly responsible for some 
of these resources. He says there 
is “one more fight”, to establish 
a respite care centre in the area. 
“But,” he concludes drily, “you 
have to fight wherever you are.” 

David Fallows is helping to set -) 
up a web site about Newtonmore | 
life which will include disabled _ 
facilities. Check it out at 
http://www.newtonmore.com 
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- our vehicles will carry almost any size of wheelchair 
and passenger as one of the family. 


Brotherwoods quality conversion of the Volkswagen 
Sharan is the only adapted vehicle in the U.K. 
with V.C.A. Type Approval No. LC326/A/027. 


All restraints including those for the 
wheelchair passenger, have been 
tested and approved to the 
: highest European 

M1 standard. 


Look no further than a 
Brotherwood Conversion 


New cars supplied fully converted * Comprehensive range of refurbished 
second hand vehicles * Customer after sales support and buy-back service 
-e Short & long term Hire or Contract Lease 


Ask for details on our full range of vehicles : 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DT9 6QP & 
Telephone: 01935 8726035 ° Fax: 01935 872853 
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Still Me: Christopher Reeve 


Christopher Reeve’s autobiog- 
raphy, Still Me (Century £16.99), 
chronicles his career as an actor 
and director, his emotional 
development from the child of 
divorced parents who “couldn’t 
commit” to contented husband 
and father; a life punctuated by 
the full-stop of his “hangman’s 
injury” in 1995, when he was 42. 

He claims that his wife saved 
him twice: from the lack of 
trust in relationships and, in 
hospital, when she told him 
that he was “still you”. His 
mother wanted him “switched 
off” and he admits that, in the 
past, he might have agreed. 

Reeve seems always to have 
been a man driven by the desire 
to heal rifts, to save, succeed 
and please. These qualities 
made him an ideal Superman in 
the four films of that name. 

His persona is still the Man of 
Steel — the stilled figure in the 
wheelchair symbolising 
resilience and heroism to the 
non-disabled world. 

He lives in limbo, between 
acceptance of his condition and 
the expectation of changing it. 
He has assumed the mantle, the 
cape of the world’s spinal cord 
injured people in his crusade 
for the cure. 

This is where some of our 
discomfort with his work lies. 


More Capacity 
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He considers those paralysed 
people who do not put all their 
energies into cure-seeking as 
having given up. He has talked 
in the past of not being into 
curb cuts and better wheelchairs 
because they aren’t going to be 
necessary post-cure. Even with 
our limited grasp of health 
economics, his claims about 
research funding for cures 
leading to reductions in 
spending on health and social 
services seem spurious. He is 
still trying to save, to heal rifts 
in a broken, imperfect world. 

He acknowledges his privilege 
— that his wife is not his primary 
care-giver, need not be nurse or 
mother as well as spouse; that 
he can afford costly equipment. 


6 Persons including wheelchair 


More Options 


Telescopic side steps 


Choice of wheelchair ramps 


Choice of wheelchair securing 


Detachable tow bar 


More choice 
Full Volkswagen Sharan 
Model Range 


More value For Money 
Fully adapted from 


FIP 200 


Reeve is revealed as an American 
liberal who has spoken out in 
defence of artistic freedom and 
environmental damage, the 
positive effects of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
on architecture and attitude (at 
the National Democrat 
Convention) and championed a 
Bill to raise lifetime insurance 
caps — many Americans do not 
receive enough financial 
support from insurance 
companies for their needs. 

While one gets the sense that 
he is rather an earnest, Clark 
Kentish man, there is humour 
in the book, and it is hard to 
dislike someone who includes 
the damning review for Some- 
where in Time: “Christopher 
Reeve looks like a helium-filled 
canary. One more role like this 
and it’s back to the cape 
forever”. 

Adam Thomas & Agnes Fletcher 


Still Me for free 


Thanks to his publisher, 
Century, we have five copies of 
Christopher Reeve’s autobiog- 
raphy to give away to the first 
DN readers who contact us. 
Send a postcard to Still Me, 
DN (address page 3), giving 
your name, address and phone 
number, if you have one. 
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Book news 


by Dan Batten 


We Can Do It (right) is an 
American picture book for 
young children showing posi- 
tive images of disability. Besides 
basic text, including simple def- 
initions of the five children’s 
disabilities, there are lots of 
colour pictures of them taking 
part in activities normally 
thought inaccessible to them. 

My only concern was the 
back cover,with pictures of the 
children which says, cringingly, 
“Meet five special children. See 
what they can do!” 

To get a copy, contact Ragged 
Bears, tel: (01264) 772269 

Dyslexia, A Practioner’s 
Hand-book (below) by Dr 
Gavin Reid, is an update of “a 


definitive handbook” on 
dyslexia for those studying for 
qualifications to work with 
people who have dyslexia, as 
well as professionals and 
parents. Although the book 
describes itself as “accessible”, 
it does contain many references 


————————EEE 


to scientific papers and | 
researchers which could put off 
parents. John Wiley and Sons, 
£15.99. Tel: (01243) 770668. 

Janet Kraal writes of her 
experiences of living with the 
paralysis caused by Arachnoiditis 
in Released From The Web. 

She contracted Arachnoiditis 
when a routine operation went 
wrong. After 12 years of 
traditional and alternative 
medicines, she found Cranio- 
sacral therapy has cured many 
of her symptoms. 

The book also details her 
negligence case against the 
surgeons who performed the 
operation. It is an inspiring 
portrait of a feisty person who 
won’t give up. 

Minerva Press, £4.99. 


More Original Features 
Volkswagen seating 


Volkswagen seatbelts 

Volkswagen braking system 
Volkswagen fuel tank 

Volkswagen full size spare wheel 
Modified Volkswagen rear bumper bar 
Volkswagen lock and catch mechanisms 
Volkswagen vehicle roof 

Volkswagen interior roof lining 
Volkswagen vehicle options 
Volkswagen three year warranty 


More Independence - 
free no obligation home trial 


and assessment period 


MORE SECURITY OFFERED BY THE LARGEST 
ACCESSIBLE VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN PRODUCER 


All vehicles can be tailored to individual needs 
Telephone to arrange a no obligation one day trial 


ie 


AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE 
24 DIANA STREET, NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE4 6BQ 
TELEPHONE: (0191) 226 0099 FAX: (0191) 272 1313 
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By DN's 
astrologer 
/Marion 
“Stanton 


| GEMINI (22 May-22 June) 

1 ¥%& You've got energy and 

inspiration, even a little deter- 

mination on your side. But you 
are in danger of making that 
positive energy all talk and no 
action. Get things into perspec- 
tive and involve others in your 
plans. They may help you to 
see the wood from the trees. 

CANCER (23 June-23 July) 
¥%& The full moon opposes 
your sign on the 10th and Mer- 
cury enters Cancer on the 17th. 
Be prepared to solve disagree- 
ments by discussion rather than 
arguement. The sun enters your 
sign on the 22nd so you should 
begin to feel more confident by 
the end of the month. 
LEO (24 July-23 Aug) 
¥%& Your creative urges could 
find expression with the help of 
a loved one. Put energy into 
your relationships and you 
could find your career aspira- 
tions take an upturn too. 
VIRGO (24 Aug- 23 Sept) 
%& You are still ona sticky 
wicket with loved ones. Those 
close to you should be labelled 
“handle with care” this month. 
Do not take any risks at the 
moment, especially where money 
is concerned. Altogether, it’s a 
time for caution and calculation. 
LIBRA (24 Sept-23 Oct) 
¥& Your love life should get a 
bit freer and easier by the 25th, 
but beware until then. Save 
contentious issues until after 
that date if you can. Beware 
though. An inflated ego could 
get you into trouble with others. 
SCORPIO (24 Oct-22 Nov) 
¥%& Tensions are still running 
high in close relationships. The 
excess energy you’ve been run- 
ning on could go into overdrive 
if you don’t take care. Slow 
down and take stock of your- 
self. You will need to be a lot 
more centred if you are to make 
a success of a current project. 
SAGITTARIUS (23 Nov-21 Dec) 

~¥%& The full moon in your sign 
on the 10th could bring a bub- 
bling situation to a head. If you 
have listened to good advice 
and set firm foundations you 
can use this opportunity to fur- 
ther your ambitions. If you are 
unsure of your direction 
though, avoid big changes. 
CAPRICORN (22 Dec-20 Jan) 
¥%& Hold your horses in June 
or you might find that they bolt 
in directions you hadn’t 
planned for. You can get away 
with a little risk taking but not 
if it is going to annoy someone 
in authority. Use your opportu- 
nities, but don’t abuse them. 


DN’s crossword | EEC ETACEAMEES 


Answers on page 39 


ACROSS 
1. In the direction of (6) 
4. Computer accessory (5) 
7. Glow in Lent (anag) 
8. Snooker rod (3). 
9. Film about autistic 

man (4,3) 
10. Pale and wan (5) 
11. Type of classical music (5) 
13. Creases or screws up (8) 
15. Move suddenly (5) 
16. Rent out (3) 
17. Musical instrument (5) 
18. Fashionable (6) 


AQUARIUS (21 Jan-19 Feb) 

¥& You should find that stress 
at work will ease off this 
month. It’s time to start plan- 
ning your holidays. However, if 
you plan to take a romantic 
break you’d better be sure that 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


19. Dehydrated (4) 

DOWN 

1. Tall building (5) 

2. Milk rage fawn (anag) — 
mobility aid 

. Killed by Macbeth (6) 

. Winged insect (4) 

. Social venue (5,4) 

. Tom rinsed (anag) 

10. Drab man (anag) 

11. Boneless piece of meat 

or fish (2,4) 
12. Repeated faintly (6) 
14. Spooky (5) 


Nn BW 


your partner has the same idea 
as you or sparks could fly. You 
might find yourself planning a 
quiet hideaway while your 
partner craves an adventure. 
Make sure you discuss your 
plans whilst you make them. 


The first week of this month 
should be a fun time for 
everybody: not only will 
summer have probably arrived 
by then (well how much later 
can it get?) but you can also 
hold a barbecue for all 
your friends and 

raise money for 

Scope as well. 

The charity is 
running its first ever 
national fund-raising 
event, to raise money 
to help disabled 
children. You can 
raise money by 
charging entry fees, 
or by charging for 
each item of food 
and drink, or you 
could even hold a 
raffle. For more 
details and recipes 
ring for your Scope Week 
Barbecue Pack on 0500-575 222. 

You need to send in the 
money you raise by 12 June. 
Raise £50 or more and you 
receive a Scope Week 
windscreen sun shield or 


Help Scope 
give disabled 
children an 
equal chance 
in life. 


T-shirt. Raise £100 or more 
and you get both items. Anyone 
raising over £250 gets an 
exclusive Scope miniature 
personal FM radio. And 
everyone who sends their 
collection in gets entered into a 
draw for a deluxe 
barbecue worth 
£2,000. 

Don’t forget about 
safety, however. 
Remember to follow 
these tips for this and 
any barbecue you 
have over the 
summer: 
® Set the barbecue up 
on level ground away 
from trees, fences 
and people! 
® Don’t move it once 
it has been lit. 
¢ Only use 
recommended lighters and fuels. 
¢ If you think it has gone out, 
fan the coals gently. Never pour 
flammable liquid onto hot 
coals. 
® Use a fire blanket or lid to 
cover any flare-ups. 


SCOPE 


PISCES (20 Feb-20 March) 

¥& You can be fairly sure of 
your ground in June as long as 
the focus is on work. Opposi- 
tion to your plans may come 
from loved ones. You'll achieve 
more by including them in your 
plans and making them feel 
that their contribution matters. 
ARIES (21 Mar-20 Apr) 

¥%& Try to get any important 
work commitments completed 
by the middle of the month. 
After that time your judgement 


could be clouded by an obsti- 
nate colleague. You are more 
likely to influence people in the 
first half of June, so act quickly 
to achieve success. 

TAURUS (21 Apr-21 May) 

¥%& After a nondescript start to 
the month June could surprise 
you with sudden ideas and 
opportunities that you weren’t 
expecting. Any letter writing 
that you may have been putting 
off should be done now as it 
could bring you rewards. 


The Volker 3010S 


FREE 


Nursing Bed 


- anew Nursing bed that is stylishly functional and comfortable. 
Yet, in the Volker tradition, it is a desirable piece of furniture that 
deceptively hides the features so 

necessary for Care in the Home. 


The 3010 follows the style 
of the successful 2080, 
with its pleasing home-like 
appearance and real wood 
trimmings. Telescopic legs 
provide a stable platform, 
especially when rising to 
its treatment height. 
When in its lowest position, a a special release button allows the wteal to emerge for movement only 
when required. 

The two part safety side rails were designed with independence in mind. Many users require the 
peace of mind that side rails bring, and yet are able to exit the bed without the help of another. 


@ Stylish Home-like appearance. @ Comfortable-multi-positions at the touch of a button. 
@ Special compensating device to reduce compression of stomach on sitting up. 
@ Height adjustable to help occupant and carer. @ Hygienic. 
@ Discreet integrated safety side rails. @ Stable. @ Strong. 
© Optional accessory mounting points. @ Reliable. @ Easy to move. jf 


\ — BaKare —— 
“ADJUSTABLE BEDS 


Unit 17, Bell Park, Bell Close, Plympton, Plymouth PL7 4JH 
Tel: 01752 342222 Fax: 01752 341190 


TICKETS 
to 


INDEPENDENT 
LIVING 


t 
WEMBLEY 


Why struggle when there are so many solutions 
to mobility difficulties. Visit Independent 
Living and see them all under one roof. Before 
you buy, take this opportunity to test, compare 
and get all the free advice you need. Call today 
for your free tickets. 


To Order your FREE TICKETS 
CALL TODAY 


01275 836465 
Wembley 


Exhibition Centre, 


9th - 10th September 1998 
SEEDY EP FOR YOUR FREE ghee eit TODAY! 


Free Ticket Coupon 


Please send me tickets: 
Independent Living, Freepost SWB 118, 
P.O. Box 513, Bristol, BS99 2BR 


or call the ticket hotline 
O11 27S B3G6465 


Name 


Address 


Postcode ———— DN 
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Every woman for herself 

| could not believe my eyes 
when | read Jessica from 
Skipton’s letter (DN, March). 
Word for word, it could have 
been written by me. Although | 
do not have multiple sclerosis 
* (MS), my undiagnosed symp- 
toms are much the same. 

I need lots of help with most 
things. | need my wheelchair 
more and more, and, just like 
Jessica’s, my husband has 
looked for someone or 
something to blame. With no 
one else in sight, he ends up 
blaming me. 

Your answer that it might be a 
phobia of some sort is a good 
one. But this is their problem, 
and | don’t feel we should be 
made to feel guilty. 

| am sure Jessica, as myself, 
expected long-term support. 
After all, we have been putting 
them first at all times. Despite 
my many disabilities, | won 
Gardener of the Year award in 
my area in 1996. 

But now that | really need him 
he has shut me out of his life, 
pushed me away and broken 
my heart after 26 years of 
marriage. | am now divorcing 


him. | am 48 years old and 
have a lot of living to do. There 
comes a time when it is OK to 
take something for ourselves. 
Sally, Oxfordshire 


It seems monstrously unfair 
when you have devoted so 
much time to your husband 
and family that when you need 
their help they resent providing 
support and understanding. 
However, as you say, blaming 
others does no good at all. You 
have to be positive and make 
the best of the rest of your life. 

You are taking a bold and 
very probably right step in 
divorcing your husband. 

I would love to hear from you 
when you start your new life. 


Hampshire lad seeks fun 
| am 22 years old and have 
learning difficulties. | live just 
outside Southampton with my 
parents and 18-year-old sister. 
| enjoy all sport, particularly 
cricket and weight-training. | 
like cinema, | am healthy, a 
non-smoker, not a drinker, and 
not much of a dancer. 
The problem is that | am 
finding it very hard to get a 


= Jove and loneliness 
= bereavement 
= personal problems 


= advice and support 


Send your letters to: Ann Darnbrough, Disability Now, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW 


social life and make friends 
with people with similar 
interests and difficulties. | just 
do not know where to go to 
meet like-minded people. | 
have tried many organisations 
in the Southampton area but 
they are just not for me. 

Perhaps | should start up a 
club or support group for 
people like myself with mild 
physical and learning 
disabilities? There must be 
quite a few of them out there. 

| have been taking DN for 
quite a while and have noticed 
that there are lots of letters 
from people who have similar 
mild disabilities to mine and 
who say how lonely they are, 
but who don’t want a dating 
agency — just a means of 
getting together for friendship. 

Could you, through your 
column, appeal to other men 
and women to join me and 
share in the organisation of a 
social-sports group in the 
Southampton area? 

Stuart, Southampton 


I certainly could. Is there any- 
body out there, in the 
Southampton area, who will 


A UNIQUE SERVICE 


DN’s telephone counsellor Lin Berwick can give © 
disabled people and carers advice and support on © 
personal and spiritual problems. Disabled herself, 
Lin is a psycho-therapeutic counsellor, Methodist 
local preacher, and has just gained a postgraduate | “ 
diploma in homeopathic medicine. Talk to her on 


(01787) 882111 0 on Thursdays ie 3 


join Stuart? Write to me and I 
will pass your letters on. 

I think it would be a good 
idea if you also put a letter in 
your local newspaper calling 
for people to join you. Maybe 
you could get a local radio 
programme presenter to 
interview you. You could also 
contact organisations such as 
PHAB, or People First, or the 
British Council of Disabled 
People, all of whom may have a 
local group. 

Speaking from experience of 
starting an organisation, the 
very first thing you need to do 
is gather together people you 
know with different skills who 
can help, and who can also 
encourage you when progress 
seems slow. 

Good luck, and let me know 
how you get on. 


Programme is blind to us 
Although we are happily mar- 
ried, we both enjoy watching 
“Blind Date”. 

But we have noticed one 
thing: there is never anyone 
who is outwardly disabled. 

We asked the LWT 
programme producer why this 


WHEELCHAIR HOIST 


have difficulty i in eo an 


unloading wheelci 
vehicles, 


@ Easy for | 


Hatchbacks and some cise fs . } 
e Easy to work - simply clip 2 Epalds SS 
to the chair and push a button. 
e Lifts up to 150 kg / 330 Ibs toa 


height of 36 inches. 


@ Fully automatic model available for © 


people who are unable to 


manoeuvre a chair into the vehicle. _ 
@ Universal design - can be aptarhed 


| a fitted to Stet ig 


It’s easy to lift wheelchairs © 
and even heavier scooters 
in and out of vehicles 


linghow 2, Bradford A Road. ela West Yorkshi 
Leela 01924 - aie fay alte 420183. 


was. She said if the right 
disabled person applies, they 
would certainly be happy to 
consider including them in the 
future. She told us that the 
criteria they apply is that the 
contestants be 18 years old or 
over, single and full of fun. 

So come on you single, fun- 
loving folks, get writing to 


“Blind Date”, and not just DN’s 


personal columns. 


Margaret and Don, Doncaster | 


What a good idea. You may 
have started something. 


| miss my bedtime angels 
I’m plucking up courage to say 


this because you like readers to | 


be frank and to share their 
deepest feelings and desires. | 
think you may understand too. 

| am just getting used to living 
independently and am starting 
to get the taste of making my 
own choices. 

However, there were good 
things about living ina 
residential home. Don’t let the 
people in the disability 
movement tell you otherwise. 


One was good friendships with - 


other residents and some staff. 

| need help to masturbate and 
there were one or two sex 
angels, as | called them, on the 
staff who were always ready to 
oblige me. 

| cannot see how | am ever to 
get that sort of help now | am in 
my own home. 

| somehow can’t imagine care 
assistants would accept that 
role, and | can’t possibly afford 
prostitutes. Have any of your 
readers found answers to this 
sensitive problem? 

Fred, Basingstoke 


This is one of the great 
unsolved problems. However, I 
bet there are people who have 
found some sclutions. I hope 
they will share their experi- 
ences with us. The Outsider’s 
Club may be able to put you in 
touch with like-minded people. 

Let’s not forget how 
important sexual relief is to 
people who, at any time in their 
lives, do not have a partner to 
share their sexual demands, 
and their joys. 


PHAB, tel: 0181 667-9443. 
BCODB tel: (01332) 295551. 
People First, tel: 0171 713-6400. 
Outsiders’ Club, tel: 0171 460- 
2244, 


Bright ideas 


Dan Batten draws your attention to some 
'more useful products on the market 


function, so you can guide the 
non-chef in the house in your 
absence. The oven will retail 
At b159.99. 

If you think this sounds like hot 
stuff and will help you to culti- 
vate your culinary capabilities, 
call the LG Electronics 
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Customer Care Department, 
tel: (01753) 500470. 


Correction 


The address for purchasing 
the William Whiteley and 
Sons (Sheffield) Safety 
Scissors (DN April), was 
incorrect. It should have 
read: William Whiteley and 
Sons (Sheffield) Ltd, 31 
Garden Street, Sheffield, $1 
4B], tel: 0114-249 3888. 


news! The Hyundai Accent Coupé 1.3i 


‘has an automatic gearbox and power- 


2ering option. 


As if this isn’t enough, it’s also available on 


- With 3 years’ Hyundai RAC assistance, 3 
years’ unlimited mileage warranty and a full 6 
years’ anti-perforation warranty, overall peace of 


mind is assured. 


co tract hire without an advance payment. 


Also available is a 5-door LSi version with 


automatic transmission and power-assisted steering, 


For further details of our ‘Motability’ scheme 
and full information on the exciting Hyundai range = 


of coupés, hatchbacks, saloons and estates, call 


| The Practikal Carrier Bag 

| Handle (above) is a simple, 

- compact device to add to your 

carrier bags which can reduce 

the pain when heavy bags cut 
into your hands. The packaging 
of the handles is also ingenious 
— they come in easy-to-open 
blister packs. The handles have 
been highly recommended by a 
number of occupational thera- 
pists. P’ll be using some when I 
go shopping, so why don’t you? 
For more details, or to buy 
(£1.49 + 50p p&p), contact 
Practikal, PO Box 231, 
Liverpool L69 7RS, tel: 0151- 
283 4200. 


out an advance payment is required. free on 0800 981 981 . 


Nothing up front. 
Except power assisted steering 


and automatic transmission. 


The Tana Talker (above) is a 
new, hand-held, battery pow- 
ered speech device which 
enables a carer or friend to 
record 11 short messages onto 
it at the press of a button. It 
also contains an alarm button 
which makes a loud “bleep” to 
attract attention when pressed. 
For more information, call 
Hartana Developments Ltd, 
tel: 0171-920 0513. 


Keep burning your food? Good 
at making firework displays 
with eggs in your microwave? 
Fear not, LG Electronics have 
developed a talking microwave 
(above right) which will tell you 


S EVERYTHING — 


ACCENT. WHEN ALL YOU WANT 


Hyundai Car (UK) Ltd., St John’s Place, Easton Street, High Wycombe, Bucks. HP11 1NL. 
Accent Coupé 1.3i (manual) at £7,899 and Accent Coupé 1.3i (automatic) at £9,099, both on the road including 12 months Road Fund Licence (not applicable to 
Higher Rate Mobility Allowance). Optional metallic paint shown available at extra cost. Subject to status. Written details on request. 
what buttons you have pressed. 


It also has a message reminder “This is the trademark of Motability: Registered Charity No.299745 SMotabili fy 


Rear EEE EE EE EEE 
Disabilitywow June 1998 


36 Fashion 


Above: Shortie pyja- 
mas for coolness will 
also highlight the 
muscles or mask the 
ros. Taz comes in 
cotton, £17, from the 
Index extra cata- 
logue, free phone 
0800 401 080. 


Lef-t: Ollie launches 
into a famous 
designer name. Grey 
marl boxer shorts by 
Calvin Klein in cot- 
ton, £16.95, also 
from Index extra. 


Brief encounter 


Persuading people to bare all for the camera can be 
difficult at the best of times, but when you know 
your image will be plastered all over Disability Now 
it is quite another matter! So our models, Caroline 
Payne and Ollie Stammers, won high praise for 
being willing to try some of the latest designs in 
mainstream and specialist fashion underwear. 

In fact, the fashion shoot was not the ordeal both 
had anticipated. None of the clothes were too 
skimpy or outrageous and there were very few 
problems with sizes. 

David Hornbuckle, managing director of Triumph 
International, tel: (01793) 720330, who supplied a 
range from Triumph and Sloggi midi and mini 
briefs, told DN: “75 per cent of women wear the 
wrong bra size, so it is very important to be fitted 
with a bra when you buys it — this can be done very 
professionally in most big department stores.” 

Caroline, from Muswell Hill in London, has had 
two bra fittings, which meant DN was able to get 
lots of different styles for her. Caroline has cerebral 
palsy so fiddly fastenings on underwear can be a 
problem. 

She liked the feel and design of the Marks and 
Spencer lavender lace bodysuit. “I would wear 
something like this. It is very comfortable. I always 
have a few problems with the buttons at the crotch 
but I could manage.” 

Ollie, from Manor House in London, has spina 
bifida and is incontinent. He liked the blue check 
boxer shorts by Yves Saint Laurent from Index. 
“These are very comfortable and I would definitely 
wear them, but the price — £18 — would be too 
much for me.” 

Caroline was very impressed by the Index extra 
Ocean bra and brief set. “It is comfortable and I 
like the design. It is not made of cotton, though, so 
I don’t know what it would be like on a hot day.” 

Over the top she wore a black crochet slip from 


Above: Caroline thought the black crochet slip in polyamide, £25 


Above: Caroline really liked the Ocean bra and matching) 
briefs in cotton/polyamide/elastine, £25, from the Index’ 
extra catalogue. JAMIE FACER | 


By 
; 
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from Marks and Spencer, could double as a nightie. Designer 
underwear was new to Ollie, but he approved of the Yves Saint 
Laurent blue check boxer shorts in cotton, £18, from Index extra. 
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+ 


briefs from Index extra were 
also comfortable, though Ollie 
says he is not into famous labels. 
He liked the Easy Wear range 
for men, but not for him. Three 


With Summer just round the corner, it’s time to ditch those 
ithermals and look for underwear that is sexy, sporty and fun. 
a Hitchen found two brave models and recorded their views. 


“These could be good for 
someone who has problems 
taking things off and putting 
them on again. You just rip open 
the velcro and there you are!” 


designs of underpants have : 
velcro side fastenings so the Right: raspberry ultrabra in 
pants can be removed without nylon/polyamide/cotton, 
having to move the legs. £21.95, Index extra catalogue. 


THE NEW 
“VIVA” 
STATE OF 
THE ART 
THERAPEUTIC 
BXERCISER, 


Above: Lavender lace bodysuit 
in polyamide/viscose, £22, 
from Marks and Spencer. Shirt: 
-model’s own. 

Below: Easy Wear white boxer 
_ shorts in cotton/polyester, £10- 
| £12 a pair, tel: 0181-767 4747. 


UNIQUE ANTI SPASM CONTROL ENSURES SAFE AND 
GENTLE CONTINUOUS PASSIVE MOTION. 


Marks and Spencer. “I would 
wear this under a short black 

- dress, and it’s soft enough to 
wear as a nightie.” 

Caroline also tried on a sports 
bra by Triumph with a front 
fastening but she found that 
more difficult than the back 
fastening bras. 

She liked the raspberry lace 


ultrabra from Gossard: “It \ 

holds well and is very comfort- a By, Ss 
able as well as being sexy. I ke = oe : 
would definitely wear this.” 

Ollie could not wear the 
Sloggi for men briefs in black, 
navy and red (not shown), 
preferring boxer shorts. He 
said: “I would wear the Sloggi 
as inner pants to hold my pads 
in place and wear boxer shorts 
over the top.” 

He liked Marks and Spencer’s 
red and blue boxer shorts (not 
shown): “I would go for them.” 

The Taz shortie pyjamas from 

Index were also popular.“I like 
the design — colourful and fun. 
They are baggy and easy to wear.” 

The Calvin Klein grey marl 
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Designed specifically for M.S. and C.P. patients 
and used extensively Worldwide for 
Rehabilitation and Physiotherapy. 


SUITABLE FOR 
‘stroke’ patients 


non-inflammatory illness of 
the peripheral nerves 
(polyneuropathy) 


insufficient physical exercise 


multiple sclerosis 

paralysis (paraplegia and 
tetraplegia) 

spastic and rheumatic illnesses 


blood circulation disorders 
(prophylaxis of thrombosis) oedemas 


Parkinson's disease osteoporosis 
muscular dystrophy stiffness of the joints 
arthrosis 


TAKE POSITIVE ACTION TO HELP YOUR CIRCULATORY PROBLEMS 
AND IMPROVE THE FLEXIBILITY OF YOUR JOINTS 


CONTACT US FOR A BROCHURE: MEDIMOTION Ltd, PENCADER, CARMARTHENSHIRE. SA39-9AZ. 
TEL: 01559 384 097 FAX: 01559 384 814. 


38 Naidex preview 


200 stands at 
Naidex in June 


NAIDEX CARE 
MANAGEMENT 


Naidex Care Management ’98, 
a major exhibition of aids and 
equipment for disabled people 
and professionals, will be at 
Earls Court Hall 2, 23-25 June. 
You will be able to see the 
latest innovations, technologies, 
products and services available 
on the European market 
Over 200 companies will be 
there, showing beds, eating and 
drinking aids, chairs, hoists and 
lifting equipment, personal care 
aids, walking aids, household 
equipment and leisure activities. 
Gordon Ellis will alleviate 
bathroom blues with the new 
Derby toilet companion, an 
add-on toilet seat which can be 
attached directly to the 
toilet. There is also the Ashby 
Two Step, a slip resistant plastic 
step allowing easy access to the 
bath, and a second version of 
the Derby Bathboard. Stand 
231 or tel: (01332) 810504. 
Bathroom supremo Armitage 
Shanks display their colour 
care range for visually impaired 


Dan Batten looks at what’s in store at Earls Court 


Guitar lesson: Harry Luckhurst, 8, reads fingering from the tactile 
chord indicator developed by REMAP in East Kent. 


Join the inventor 


Four innovations from REMAP, 


the charity which can provide 
one-off solutions to daily living 
problems, will be on show in 
the Innovations section of 
Naidex Care Management, 
sponsored by Disability Now. 

Among them are the tactile 
chord indicator developed for 
blind students, and the Glytrin 
spray lever attachment, which 
has helped an elderly woman 
with angina and severe 
rheumatoid arthritis to 
administer the pain-killing 
spray herself. 

Inventors and designers who 


take a stand in the Innovations | 
section will have the chance to | 
meet Trevor Baylis OBE, 
inventor of the BayGen wind-_ | 
up radio. He will be at Earls | 
Court on Tuesday 23 June at 3pm.} 
Trevor’s plan for an Academy | 
of Invention is attracting some 
influential support, including | 
the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers, Sir John Harvey- 
Jones, Saatchi & Saatchi and 
several MPs. 


For an Innovations application 
form, call Sandie McCoubrey, 
tel: 0181-910 7959. 


people, developed with the 
Joint Mobility Unit and the 
RNIB. It uses colour and 
texture contrasts between 
bathroom items and 
surrounding areas to make 
getting around easier. Stand 
400, or tel: (01543) 490253. 
FreeRider, makers of the 


mechanism which allow 
wheelchair users to stand up. 

Also on show is the 
Companion travel wheelchair, a 
folding chair with a 14in seat 
weighing just 8.75kgs. Tel: 
(01296) 436557. 

Linden Leisure will have a 
new range of Elite Leisuretime 
tables on display. Lightweight — 
less than 900g — sturdy, with | 
unique action foldaway legs, 
and heat-resistant vinyl tops in. | 
rose, peach or lilac, they can 
make life easier in a variety of 
situations. Stand 666 or tel: 
(01242) 604545. 

A new double mattress claims 
to “revolutionise” pressure care || 
in the home. Park House’s | 
Permaflow Double Plus 
Community Nursing Mattress 
gives pressure relief one side 
and static foam on the other. 
Two new alternating cushions 
have been produced for the 
Eclipse range of dynamic 
seating products. Stand 321 or 
tel: (01924) 441881. 

You can also visit the new 


Wheelchairs with a difference 
are the name of the game on 
Gerald Simonds Healthcare’s 
stand 410. Among the 
innovative designs are the Levo 
Active-Easy with a manual lift 
mechanism and the Compact- 
Easy with a powered lift 


* Fitness with 
APTitude. 


APT, the Active/Passive Trainer, is a revolutionary personal fitness machine which helps 
to develop muscle strength and tone, and regain fitness after injury, illness or disability. The 
compact APT offers varying levels of resistance for active exercise, promoting circulation 
and increasing endurance, while for passive exercise, movement in both directions is 
controlled by a powerful electric motor at precisely regulated speeds, helping to limit the 
effects of long term restriction of movement. 

Operated by hand or foot, with a range of specially designed accessories, including 
foot rests, leg supports, non-slip hand grips and support gloves, APT meets the physical 
needs of both upper and lower body, It helps you get fit, and stay fit. In the event of a muscle 
seizure during passive exercise, APT's unique auto reverse feature senses if the pedals lock 
and gently reverses to release the affected muscles. 


Weighing only 22lb, the 0000000000000 0°0 activy 
Active/Passive Trainer @ ADP ene Active/Passive Trainer : 


On yer feet: a Levo stand-up wheelchair from Gerald Simonds 


scooters and more new models 
will be launched next year. 
Stand 224, tel: (01536) 443888. 


Mayfair scooter, will launch 
their new Kensington scooter. 
A range of accessories for the 


ee 


: fits on a table top for exercisin @ i i 
e ; @ Please send me further information: transport village, have a go on 
hands, arms and upper body, or on the mobility test track, attend 
the floor for the lower body. And © Name: of ; 
~~ it's so easy to use. You can exercise 7 Organisation: ne eae and vote for the 
regularly and effectively in the @ Address: most innovative new product at 
N comfort of your own chair. Ideal for the exhibition —if you have time. | 
wpe . @ y 
Or y personal rehabilitation and exercise @ Tele aoe eee eae 
programmes, and for use by therapy e Ad blerpuerdong sw 0 Saran bin sis wv uald d's spe apm eee. tla), to) Ls Patan add eae ae Pa asicks ee nea Po) By 5 
lini d fi Please send me a copy of the APT ‘Movin $e Fitness’ L] The free exhibition is ees 
G E R clinics and fitness centres, APT @ 1S ® 
i video (subject to availability) 10am-Spm, 23-24 June, 10am- 
provides the widest available range © goraa si ds Healdicuel ar e : 
era é imonds Healthcare Lt Nae 4pm, 25 June. Free parking at ~ 
| N D S of active dnd passive exercise options © FREEPOST, Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 3BR_ ® 


Earls Court for Orange Badge 
holders. Drop off area. Other 
car park in Seagrove Road with 
shuttlebus to the exhibition. 


to suit all ages and physical abilities, @@C @@@®CCCCCCOCOCCCECR CSO EE 


Gerald Simonds Healthcare Ltd, FREEPOST, Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 3BR 
Tel: 0800 220975 (Freephone) Fax: 01296 433273 


Specialists in high performance mobility and fitness 
equipment for disabled people. 
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| The Forum for Living Of 


‘Young Disabled People 


| (FLOYD P) are looking for 
| young people in or around 


| London, who have personal 
. assistants/assistance and are 


| interested in living indepen- 


dently. Contact Sophie Par- 


| tridge if you want join the 
/forum. Tel: 0181-959 3611 ext 


! 327, fax: 0181-906 9265. 


| The West of England Centre 


| for Integrated Living (WECIL) 
have published the Personal 
Assistant Employer’s Hand- 


' book. This is a useful guide 


for disabled people managing 


their own personal assistance 


scheme, and covers self assess- 
ment, recruiting staff, employ- 
ment law and budgeting. 
Tel: 0117-983 9839, fax: 0117- 
983 6765. 


ATS Travel offer worldwide 
holidys for disabled people. 
Destinations include Tenerife, 
Russia, Florida and France. 
They use specially adapted 
hotels and also own an adapted 
self-catering caravan. For 


details, tel: (01708) 863198. 


Melvin Crutchley seeks males 
aged 20 to 35 with disabilities 
of the hand or arm, who would 
like to play for a new football 
team. If you want to take part, 
tel: (01344) 452650 (6pm on 
weekdays). 


Video top five 


4. LA CONFIDENTIAL (Warner): 
Kim Basinger in stylish | 
gangster flick. 

2. THE GAME (Polygram): © 
Michael Douglas in cat and 
mouse thriller. 


3. AUSTIN POWERS (Fox/Pathe): 


| Mike Myers asthe groovy ET 


man of mystery. 

4. AIR FORCE ONE (Buena Vista): 
Harrison Ford has mid-air ET 
presidential problems. 

5. CONTACT (Warner): Jodie 
Foster thinks she can hear [J 
our intergalactic neighbours. 


OW Chart supplied by MIRB. 
Closed captions video includes 
pre-recorded word-for-word 
captions. 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS - 
_ACROSS: 1. Toward | 
Modem 7. Wellington | 
Cue 9. Rain Man 

10. Ashen 11. Fugue 

13. Crumples 15. Lurch 

16. Let 17. Organ 18. Trendy 
19. Dried _ 

DOWN: 1. Tower 

2. Walking frame 3. Duncan 
4. Moth S. Dance Hall — 

6. Modernist 10. Armband 
11. Fillet 12. Echoed - 

(14. Eerie | : 


a ae ane on Oke km et 


; CHARITIES 


I Action Research: 

I http://web.ukonline.co.uk/action.research 

I Diabetes Discrimination in Employment: 

\ http://www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~irfduk 
Great Ormond Street Children’s Hospital: 

http://www.ich.ac.uk 

; Hyper Mobility Syndrome Association: 

| http://www.uknetconnect.co.uk/hmsa 

| Imperial Cancer Research Fund: 

I http://www.city2000.com/mp/icrf.html 

I Phab: 

I http://web.ukonline.co.uk/phab 
Spinal Injuries Association: 
http://jgrweb.com/sia 

; UK Resources for Down’s Syndrome: 

| http://ep.open.ac.uk/wgma/Chris/UKDSinfo.html 


|! ARTS 


. Access to the Arts: 
http://www.artsconn.demon.co.uk/access.htm 

j Arts Council of England: 

| http://www.artscouncil.org.uk 

| Arts Disability Wales: 

I http://wwwef.ac.uk/ccin/main/suppsvs/adw/adw1/html 

I Artsline: 
http://www.dircon.co.uk/artsline/artsintr.htm 
Association of Mouth and Foot Painting Artists: 
http://www.amfpa.com 

j Diorama Arts Centre: 

| http:/www.personal.u-net.com/~diorama 

| Heart ’n Soul Music Theatre: 

I http://www.heartnsoul.co.uk 

I National Disability Arts Forum: I 

I hetp://www.ndaf.org l 
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The National Tramway Museum, Derbyshire, is holding a day 
for the public to ride restored vintage horse trams on 14 June. 
You can also ride on other vehicles from their historic range of 
nearly 100 trams, A great day out for families and enthusiasts. 
Tel: (01773) 852565, fax: (01733) 852326. 


Alzheimer Scotland Action on Dementia is hosting a conference, 
Life After Diagnosis, 1 June, 10.00am to 4.30pm, Glasgow. It will 
look at the needs of people in the early stages of dementia and 
their carers, covering requirements, diagnosis, implications and 
decision making. For details, tel: 0131-243 1453. 


emphasis on manoeuvrability and seating function. Create your own 
Chairman by combining the seat of your choice with a range of 
accessories. Seen here with the Corpus-seat. The combination of front wheel 
drive, powerful motors and advanced electronics gives Chairman incredible 
manoeuvrability both indoors and outdoors. 
The seat elevator is a standard feature which makes it easier for you to transfer in 
and out of your Chairman and to reach otherwise inaccessible places. 
The Corpus-seat enables you to regularly change your seating position. The 
Corpus-seat can be adjusted for both adults and young people (from age 10 and 
older). Many options such as powered backrest, legrest and seat-tilt are available. 


(O hairman is a reliable and flexible electrical wheelchair concept with the 


Seat elevator 
naard 


Press the button 
to adjust your 
aypionsy 


such az 
hackrest, leqrest 
and searilt 


Accessories 


Power base 

> Luggage carrier 

> Rear view mirror 

> Centre mounted joystick 

> Joystick in table 
the 
Lights 6 nica 
afestandaré.. > 


Various 
> Worktop 
> Seat belt 


Seat options 


Backrest 
> Power adjustable 
> Various heights & widths 
> Head support adjustable 
> Lateral support adjustable 
> Lumbar support adjustable 


Ra Armrests 

> Various lengths 

> Side support on armrest 
> Reclining armrests 


i four wheels re. fiemaly ia 
casvact with Ihe qneund every: 


‘on inieyular gun{2ens, 
permabil 


* CONTROLLED BY JOYSTICK, CHIN, HEAD 
OR SIP & PUFF 

e INFRARED ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL 
SYSTEM DESIGNED, MANUFACTURED & 


Seat unit 
> Various seat depths & widths 
> Thigh support adjustable 
> Powertilt 30° 
> Abduction wedge 


Legrest 
> Power legrest 
> Split footplate 
> One piece footplate 
> Power footplate (height adjustable) 
> Calf support adjustable 


INSTALLED 


¢ MANUFACTURERS OF BATTERY CHARGERS, 
LIGHTING KITS, BEACON POLES. 


HAMPTON ENGINEERING & MOBILITY LTD 
OXFORD AVENUE, GUISELEY, LEEDS LS20 9BX, 


TEL: (01943) 870699 FAX: (01943) 877867 


~ If you want to make sure your newsagent reserves you a copy of 
Disability Now, or that they send it directly to your house, fill out 
the form below and take it to them. 


DisabilityNOW 


NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


Please reserve me a copy until further notice 
Please deliver a copy to me 
N 


OO 


Postcode: __ 
Signature: 


To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is 
! published monthly by Scope, 6 Market Road, London N7 


! OPW. It is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, 
1 


White Hart Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey 
' GU23 6HR, tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, 


1 fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. 


HEADWAY NATIONAL HEAD INJURIES ASSOCIATION 
in collaboration with 
THE BRAIN INJURY REHABILITATION TRUST 
are holding a two day conference on 
Monday 19 & Tuesday 20 October 1998 
“METHODS OF ASSESSMENT & TREATMENT IN POST ACUTE 
BRAIN INJURY REHABILITATION” 
To be organised as a series of workshops 
run by national experts in the field of brain injury rehabilitation 
A CONFERENCE WITHIN A CONFERENCE 
To be held this year at 
The Albert Hall 
North Circus Street 
off Derby Road 
Nottingham 
Cost per delegate 
Two day rate £160 
One day rate £85 
(early bookings receive a discount) 
A themed social evening is planned for the Monday night 
Overnight accommodation is available at local hotels. 
For further details contact 
Diane Fecowycz 
Headway National Head Injuries Association 
4 King Edward Court 
King Edward Street 
Nottingham NG1 1EW 
Tel: 0115-924 0800 Fax: 0115-958 4446 
E-mail: headway-national.demon.co.uk 


A new family for Simon (23.08.91) 


Simon is an attractive six year old. He loves running around the 
playground and whizzing down slides at top speed. Of course he likes 
tv but he also enjoys music and being read to by adults. He is in good 
health apart from the odd cold and he sleeps soundly. Simon is easy 
to cater for and he eats with knife and fork. He is just beginning to 
make a real first friendship at school and is popular amongst his 
school and care staff. Simon was born prematurely. His very 
significant development delay means he functions currently at the 
toddler level. 


We will need someone with lots of time to help him go on improving 
his speech, social and self help skills. The new parents need to 
understand how frustrated Simon can get with change and can calmly 
hold and reassure him. They need to be an advocate to liaise with 
specialist educational and medical services and a sensitive diplomat 
to unite Simon from time to time with his birth family. 


If you have time to discover more about Simon please call me. 


Julia P Denning 
Senior Social Worker (Adoption) 

SW Surrey Fostering and Adoption Team 
Tel: (01483) 453723 


ESTE rEaPaTeS 
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Congratulations — you’re a winner 


Julie Ronchetti was the lucky winner of 
DN's subscriptions offer of a holiday to 
Portugal. Here she tells us about her trip. 


— bright, modern and clean. We 
were shown to our spacious 
room and admired the stunning 
views over the hotel gardens, 
swimming pool and sea. 

After settling ourselves in 
(having a cup of tea!), we made 
our way to the hotel bar, where 
the resident entertainer Jorge 
was singing. Over the next 
couple of days my companion 
Caroline and I became his most 
avid fans, impressing him with 
our attempts to join in. 


In the cream Mercedes that met 
us at Lisbon airport we got a 
taste of what was to come on 
our holiday — friendly people, 
outrageous driving and 
beautiful scenery. I tried not to 
translate the speed from 
kilometres into miles per hour, 
and not to squeal when the taxi 
driver seemed intent on driving 
as fast and as close as possible 
to the other traffic. 

The hotel was a welcome 
sight at the end of our journey 


SUSSEX HEALTH CARE 


We visited Lisbon by train one 
day — glad to be travelling 
under the world’s longest 
bridge rather than going over it. 

Once in the city, we made our 
way through tiny alleys, 
holding our noses discreetly as 
we went past the stalls selling 
the local delicacy, salt cod. We 
made a valiant effort to test all 
the different brands of port on 
offer. I’m sure Jilly Goolden 
would have been proud of our 
imaginative descriptions. 

We were entertained at 
lunchtime by a waiter who 
must have been the inspiration 
for Manuel in Fawlty Towers; 
he ably protected us from the 
numerous sunglasses sellers 
and amorous young men 
attracted by our pasty skin and 
English accents, and juggled 
trays and orders from a 
crowded café, singlehanded. 

Sintra, a small town in the 
mountains, about an hours bus 
ride from where we were 
staying, was well worth a visit. 
Byron once described it as “the 
most beautiful place” he had 
ever seen, and it was certainly 
very attractive. We treated 
ourselves to some local 
‘cheesecakes’ and bought some 
mugs and bowls to bring home. 

On the downside, we were 
distressed by the poverty and 
conditions for people with 
various disabilities in Lisbon. I 
don’t know what the welfare or 
benefits systems are in 
Portugal, but there seemed to 
be many people, both young 
and old, openly begging. 


Although the hotel itself was 
fairly accessible, the 
surroundings definitely were 
not. We tried to work out how 
feasible it would have been to 
negotiate the cobbled streets in 
a wheelchair, and thought it 
would be practically impossible 
on your own, and difficult even 
if you had a very strong helper. 

Although there were some 
ramps, these tended to be very 
steep, and kerbs were extremely 
high. The public transport that 
we went on, however, seemed 
to be cheaper and more easily 
accessible than over here, 
although again we thought it 
would be easier with help. 

The three days came all too 
quickly to an end, but we both 
agreed that we felt refreshed by 
the change of air. The climate 
couldn’t have been more 
pleasant. We were wearing 
summery clothes and could 
swim in the outdoor pool, 
without becoming too 
uncomfortably hot. 

The wisteria, nasturtiums and 
bourgainvillaea were evidence 
that summer had already come 
to this part of Portugal, perhaps 
giving us a hint of things to 
come in a few months here. 

Thanks once again to DN and 
to the staff at Extra Travel, who 
organised the trip for us. 


Julie Ronchetti works for the 
Sussex Association for Spina 
Bifida and Hydrocephalus 
(SASBAH), Worthing, West 
Sussex BN11 SAP, tel/fax: 
(01903) 505304. 


NEW SPECIALIST UNITS INHORSHAM WEST SUSSEX OPENING OCTOBER 


In October, 1998 two new purpose built specialist units for younger adults (18-35 years) 
with physical disabilities will open in Horsham. The two 10 bed units are located close 


to all the local amenities on a main road leading into the centre of Horsham. 


ee 


IL 
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Every resident will have an individual plan of care 
and support with provision of a full activity/ 
continuing education programme. 


If you would like further information about this 
new accommodation please phone: 


SUSSEX HEALTH CARE, tel on: (01403) 217338. 
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Each bungalow unit has a sensory courtyard 
garden at its centre and there is a spacious 
activity centre with multi sensory. room and spa 


pool on the site. 


The units have been built to a very high 
specification and all rooms have track hoists and 


en-suite facilities. 


Professional male, 34, with cp, 
seeks energetic person, 25-40ish 
who is able to drive, for holi- 
days in the UK and abroad. 
Needs help with personal care 
and getting around. Good per- 
sonality/gsoh essential. Expens- 
es paid except own spending. 
E-mail: mailmos2@usa.net. 
Box No. 215 


The National Information 
Forum (NIF) has changed 
address to NIE, Post Point 10/10, 
BT Burne House, Bell Street, 
London NW1 5BZ, tel: 0171- 
402 6681, fax: 0171-402 1259. 


Worthy Publications has pub- 


lished Workable Disability | 
Solutions, a guide for employ- | 


ers making adjustments under 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act 1995. It includes who is 
covered by the Act, employ- 
ment provisions and further 
information such as equipment 
and suppliers. Contact Worthy 
Publications, 6 Warwick Road, 
Exeter, Devon EX1 3EY. 


The RNIB Sunshine House | 
School, Southport, has recently | 


opened a fully accessible, self- 
catering flat with adjustable 


sinks and floor-level shower. | 
There is a lounge with kitchen | 


area, double and single bed- 


rooms and dinning area. All | 
fixtures are new. Contact Janice | 


Coney, RNIB Sunshine House 
School, 2 Oxford Road, Birk- 
dale, Southport, Merseyside 


_ PR8 2JT, tel: (01704) 567174. 


The Ehlers-Danlos Support 
Group (an hereditary condition 
of the connective tissues which 
affects the skin, joints, teeth, 
heart, skeleton and vascular 


| 
| 
| 


| 


system) has put together a | 
management book about the 


disorder, including contribu- 
tions from specialists and con- 
sultants. For more information 
contact The Support Group at 
1 Chandler Close, Richmond, 
North Yorkshire DL10 5QQ, 
tel/fax: (01748) 823867. 


Waterlow Information Services — 


has published the Charities 
Digest 1998. It covers UK chari- 
ties, giving to charity, local 
organisations, councils for vol- 
untary services and commercial 
services. Contact the Sales 
Department, Waterlow Infor- 
mation Services, Paulton 
House, 8 Shepherdess Walk, 
London N1 7LB, tel: 0171-490 
0049, fax: 0171-253 1308. 


The Nystagmus Network’s 
news letter, Focus, is now avail- 


able on cassette. Send a C90 


cassette and plastic wallet, with 
your name and address, to 
Andy Machin, 28 North Croft, 
Williton, Somerset TA4 4RS, 
tel/fax: (01984) 632905. 


J ary eee TT 


Look out for 


\The Palace Theatre, Watford, 
will hold a sign language inter- 
_ preted performance of the com- 
edy Schippel the Plumber, 25 
June 1998, 7.45pm. Tickets are 
£5-£8.50. Call the box office, 
tel: (01923) 225671, or fax your 
details on (01923) 819664 and 
they will send you a form. 


|The Royal Opera is performing 
/Wagner’s Ring cycle at the 
Royal Albert Hall. Wheelchair 
seats and “easy access” seats 
are available. For more infor- 
‘mation and ticket prices, tel: 
0171-589 3203 ext 2670. 


The Oily Cart Company are 
performing Hunky Dory, a 
multi-sensory show aimed at 
children with learning difficul- 
ties until 20 July, at special 
schools around the UK. For 


more information contact Oily 
Cart, tel: 0181-672 6329. 


Personal 


PROFESSIONAL MALE, 34, with cp, secks 
_ energetic person, 25-40ish who is able to 
drive, for holidays in the UK and abroad. 
Needs help with personal care and get- 
‘ting around. Good personality/gsoh 
essential. Expenses paid except own 
spending. E-mail: mailmos2@usa.net. 
Box No. 215 


GAY DISABLED GUY, 47, secking friends/ 
partner. Caring, sharing and loyal. Into 
music, travel, food, homelife etc. 
Box No. 216 


MALE, 50 YEARS old, looking for a 
female with a gsoh, aged 35-55, for cor- 
respondence, friendship and possible 
relationship. Wheelchair user (amputee 
right leg). Ex-chef, interested in music, 
reading, meeting people, tv, cinema. 
Answers from all people irrespective of 
race, religion or disability will be replied 
to. Why not give it a go and get in 
touch. Box No. 217 


BRIGHT, CHEERFUL, 35 year old male 
with cp, seeks lady aged 25-40. Living in 
London, I have a wide range of interests 
including acting, fell walking and making 
life exciting and even more enjoyable. I 
revel in the pleasure and relief of over- 
coming a physical challenge. Box No. 218 


INTELLIGENT, COMPASSIONATE, spiritual 
lady, 34, with mobility impairment. 
Many interests including classical music 
and politics. Seeks like minded male and 
female penfriends, preferably aged 25-45. 
Must have a gsoh. South east area. 
Box No. 219 


LADY, 52 YEARS old, visually impaired, 
would like to communicate with people 
of similar age by taped letter. I am a vol- 
untary worker with children who have 
challenging behaviour and SEN. I have a 
wide variety of interests and a gsoh. 
Box No. 220 


WHEELCHAIR USING FEMALE, Celtic soul, 
27. Wannabe writer, loves indie/folk/ 
Irish music, alternative comedy, gigs, 
film, festivals, books, animals and lager. 
Seeks male, 24-32, with similar interests 
for laughs and friendship. Yorkshire/any 
area. Box No. 221 


MY NAME IS Pradeep. I am 42. I would 
like to meet a lady for friendship, maybe 
more, aged between 35-48. I am an out- 
going person, who likes to travel in 
England and abroad. I had polio but use 
public transport. East Midlands area is 
best. Box No. 222 


FEMALE, 33, WITH gsoh. Deaf/visually 
impaired’ professional, living in 
Cambridgeshire. Wltm tall, medium 
build, funny, kind, intelligent, genuine 
man. Must be interested in, or willing to 
learn BSL. For fun outings, meaningful 
discussions and cosy nights in. Box No. 223 


35 YEAR OLD male with a mild learning 
difficulty seeks male aged 18-35, with a 
learning difficulty, who enjoys swim- 
ming. Box No. 224 


MY NAME IS Gerald. I have cerebral 
palsy, am 29, and use a communication 
aid. I like writing to new people. My 
interests are the internet, music and 
sports. I am Sft, have blue eyes, brown 
hair, am slim, enjoy a good laugh and 
having fun. I share a flat, work in a 
school and do voluntary work. I like 
going to pubs, trips abroad, and am seek- 
ing a female aged 18-40 for friendship 
and new loving relationship — I don’t 


mind where you live. Please write and 
take a chance on me. Box No. 225 


GENTLEMAN, 49, FIT with driving licence. 
Into swimming, classic cars, all music 
and the countryside. Seeking lady for 
friendship or maybe more. Any age. 
Please get in touch. Box No. 226 


FEMALE, BI, HAS FMS, ME and diabetes. 
Seeks other bi-females for chats, outings, 
trips, videos, log fires. Can accommodate 
single females visiting Reading. Colour 
not important. Like to meet group 
for sauna, spa and visits. So, start 
writing now. Penpals also in Reading. 
Box No. 227 


ARE YOU AN OUTGOING and fun-loving 
male, aged 25-35? If so, you might be a 
perfect companion for a disabled gradu- 
ate who likes travelling, going out and is 
interested in computers, art and meeting 
people. Box No. 228 


1 AM A WIDOW, 70 years young, look 
younger. I have fair hair and skin, a 
smart appearance and am a kind, loving 
person. I am very lonely. Is there a gen- 
tleman out there, as lonely as me, some- 
one with a car who would be a good 
friend to me. If so get in touch. Box No. 229 


FEMALE, INDEPENDENT WHEELCHAIR 
user, looking for a man with similar 
interests. Must be friendly, enjoy good- 
times and live life to the full. Please write 
and I will reply. Box No. 230 


PERSONAL ASSISTANT REQUIRED to assist 
young disabled woman with personal 
and social needs. Variable hours, from 6 
hour shift to 24 hour. £3.50-£4.00 per 
hour. For further enquiries and applica- 
tion form, tel: 0113-256 8878. 


Accommodation to sell 


SEMI-DETACHED HOUSE. Wheelchair 
accessible family sized. Near Junction 21 
of M1, Leicester. Three beds plus ground- 
floor bedroom and ensuite professionally 
adapted. Large kitchen diner, good 
amenities. £69,950. Tel: 0116-233 8571. 


ACCESSIBLE BUNGALOW, FOUR bed- 
rooms, near Liverpool, £125,000. For 
details, tel: 0151-430 8688 (evenings). 


TWO BEDROOM HOUSE. Full wheelchair 
access, stairlift fully fitted. Accessible 
kitchen, full patio. Rear garden, raised 
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beds and fish pond. 15 mins from 
Stanmore, 10 mins from Watford. Tel: 
0181-428 5149 (near Watford-Marrow). 


Accommodation required 


FLAT/HOUSE URGENTLY required to 
purchase (approx £100,000). Must be 
suitable for wheelchair user, close 
to City/ Bank area of London. Tel: 0171- 
231 9138. 


SUNTEC LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIR. 
Compact, strong, easy to push. £60. Tel: 
(01736) 763527. 


ADJUSTABLE BED 6FT Gin long, 3ft wide. 
Foot pedal for manual adjustable height, 
drop sides, waterproof mattress. £400. 
Tel: 0181-445 6580. 


ADJUSTAMATIC ELECTRIC BED, good 
condition, £450. Armchair with electric 
recline, lift and tilt, good condition, 
£395. Can arrange delivery. Tel: (01689) 
829186, 


ESCORT CHAIRMAN ELITE 1.8 diesel. 
Wheelchair adapted, white, 40k miles, 
excellent condition, service history. 
£9,800 ono. Tel: (01902) 894046 or 
(01902) 895961. 


PORTABLE SHOWER COST £350, will 
accept £100. Tel: (01386) 881262. 


LANDROVER DISCOVERY V8. Tail lift for 
wheelchair. Clamps, 7k miles, M reg. As 
new, £17,500. Tel: 0117-937 3528. 


NESBIT EVANS ELECTRIC toilet seat riser. 
One year old. New cost £1,500, will 
accept £600 ono. Tel: 0181-959 7031. 


CHILDS FOLDING WHEELCHAIR, £150. Tel: 
0161-430 5383. 


VESSA VITESSE CHAIR, £400. Tel: 0161- 
430 5383. 


RENAULT TRAFIC VAN. J reg, rear ramp 
takes 2 wheelchairs, £2,850. Tel: 0161- 
430 5383. 


FRIEWIEL JUNIOR TRIKE. As new. Hip 
chest support, foot orthosis, £350. Tel: 
0161-430 5383. 


CHRYSLER GRAND VOYAGER LE. 1992, 
drive from wheelchair. Excellent condi- 
tion. 28k miles only, remote ramp/entry. 
Lightened power steering, air condition- 


HOLIDAYS AT GATEWAY COTTAGE 


* 


eet 


Following the success of the Barn at Holton Lee, we now 
offer Gateway Cottage — self-contained and offering 
self-catering accommodation for up to seven people. 
Fully accessible ground floor, living room, kitchen, large 
bathroom, one double and one single bedrooms. Upstairs 
two twin rooms plus bathroom. All refurbished to a very 


high standard. 


Set within 350 acres of beautiful and natural landscape 
looking towards the shores of Poole Harbour, within easy 
reach of Wareham, Bournemouth and the Isle of Purbeck. 


For full details: 
Holton Lee (DN/M) 
Freepost (BH1679), Poole, Dorset BH16 6JN 
Tel/Fax: (01202) 631063 
E-mail: holton@lds.co.uk 
Website: http://www.lds.co.uk/holtonlee 


THE SIMPLE SOLUTION 


THE QUIET RISER™ 
POWERED BACKREST 


Maintain comfort and 
independence without 
the need for assistance 
from a carer. The 
Huntleigh Quiet Riser is 
a cost effective solution, 
easily fitted to an 
existing divan bed. 

At the press of a button 
the user can sit up and 
read or lie down and sleep. 
Helps post-operative 
rehabilitation for those 
where self movement is 
difficult or painful. 


FOR A FREE DEMONSTRATION CALL 0151 236 5311 


Enjoy the benefits of the Quiet Riser at an affordable price. This 
product is also part of our Retail Programme, ring for details. 


= 


a 


Huntleigh 


KINETICS 


Regent Street, Liverpool L3 7BN 


Tel: 0151 236 5311 


Fax: 0151 236 4698 


ing, electric windows, mirrors etc. 
£14,000 ono. Tel: (01625) 528358. 


RULE MANUAL WINCH with hand con- 
trols. Brand new, only used a couple of 
times. Cost £480, accept £300 ono. Tel: 
(01344) 457148. 


VW CARAVELLE GL 1991, auto with 
wheelchair lift. Very good condition. 
Very low mileage, full service history. 
Metallic gold. £9,500. Tel: 0171-274 
9707. 


CARTERS CHEETAH RECARO SR. Foot 
rest, 6.5 mph, adjustable back. New 
lights and indicator 1994. Good condi- 
tion. Open to offers. Tel: (01643) 862520. 


LEVO COMPACT LC stand-up wheelchair 
with table and cushion seat. Like new. 
Open to offers. Tel: (01643) 862520. 


SHOPRIDER 3-WHEEL scooter. 8 months 
old, hardly used. New cost £1,500, will 
accept £1,000 ono. Tel: 0181-482 7716 
(evenings and weekends). 


CONSTABLES CARCHAIR SYSTEM with 
electric chair and flip-up steering wheel. 
Almost new condition. £1,950. Tel: 
(01634) 231756 (Medway). 


STERLING MICRO BATTERY operated 
3-wheel scooter, vgc. £700. Tel: (01795) 
535407. 


BEC 3-WHEEL SCOOTAPLUS in excellent 
condition. A bargain at only £495 for 
quick sale. Tel: (01203) 382288. 


FORD ESCORT K REG. Automatic, power 
assisted steering, lowered rear sus- 
pension. 9k miles, vgc, full MOT. 
Wheelchair plus 3 passengers. £10,500. 
Tel: (01264) 736266 (Hants). 


WAYFARER WHEELCHAIR WITH charger. 
Very powerful, goes over any terrain, 
vgc. New cost £3,700, will accept £750. 
Tel: (01264) 736266 (Hants). 


RENAULT TRAFIC C REG. Automatic, 
power windows, steering and breaks. 
Side lift and automatic door. Excellent 
mechanical condition. 73k miles, MOT. 
£2,875 ono. Tel: (01603) 434657. 


RENAULT EXTRA ATLAS 
Dropping rear suspension and ramp. 
Seats 4 plus wheelchair. Exceptional con- 
dition. One owner. Fsh by Renault main 
dealer. F reg, 29k miles. £3,950 ono. Tel: 
(01943) 609581 (West Yorkshire) 


Freedom. 


PICADOR LADY’S 3-WHEEL bicycle. 
Excellent condition. Offers over £300 
please. Tel: 0181-986 2187. 


RENAULT TRAFIC HITOP. New February 
1998, 31k miles, power assisted steering, 
central locking, full service history. One 
owner, excellent condition. Adapted for 
disabled passengers. £9,200 ono. Tel: 
(01822) 852415. 


SUNGIFT 200 MOBILITY scooter. Unused, 
2 year outstanding warranty. New cost 
£2,840, will accept £1,800. Tel: (01480) 
433597. 


STANNAH STAIRLIFT MODEL 215. £100 
ono. Buyer removes lift. Tel: (01923) 
264441 or 0181-427 3558. 


KERB CLIMBING COMPACT scooter. 
Lightweight, as new, dismantles easily. 
Bargain at £1,200 ono. Tel: (01736) 
763527. 
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For personal ads please 
send a cheque or postal 
order for £5 payable to 
Disability Now with your 
ad. This is to help cover 
our costs. 


To reply to a personal ad 
indicate the Box Number 
and mark the envelope 
Private and Confidential. 
If you do not it will be 
opened. Send to DN, 
address on page 3. 
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TRUST MANAGERS 


PURCHASING & SUPPLIES MANAGERS 


COMMUNITY LOAN STORE MANAGERS 


SOCIAL WORKERS e« 


PROFESSIONAL CARERS 


Your chance to see all that’s new in 


OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS ¢ PHYSIOTHERAPISTS ¢ CARE HOME/NURSING HOME OWNERS AND ‘MANAGERS 


the healthcare industry today. 


NCM ‘98 provides Britain’s healthcare professionals 
with the unique opportunity to see for themselves 
how their needs and the needs of the people they 
look after can be better met. 


_ Bringing together more than 200 exhibitors, 


NCM /98 will showcase the very latest products 
and services from wheelchairs, beds and stairlifts to 
medical equipment and service organisations. You'll 
be able to view and hear all that’s new, important 
and exciting in one day, under one roof. 


NCM ‘98 fete several special areas of interest, 
including the ever popul New Product Showcase, 
the Mobility Test Track and the new Innovations area. 


And there is an intensive prog e of interest- 


packed free seminars too.* 
For a valuable insight into th 
services available call our ticket 


262728 or fax us on 01844 218997, or clip the 
coupon below and post today. 


products and 


* delegates will receive a Certificate of Attendance, may choose to use the 


Name: 


Occupation: ° 02272 ee eels | 2 ae ae 
Gognpanys 0 Oe aerate 2 ira Oy Pie aie 


Address: 


Tel: Fax: 


I ee ee 


Return coupon to: NCM’98, PO Box 21, Aylesbury Road, Thame, Oxon OX9.3PG. 
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@3-257TH JUNE 
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eesible, 35k miles and fsh. £3,500 ono. 
Tel: (01502) 740460 (Lowestoft). 


u (NX CAR HAND controls. Transfers from 
car to car. Instructions. As new, cost 
£230, offers please. Tel: (01227) 454488 


(Canterbury). 
BATRICAR FOR SALE. Excellent condi- 


tion, accessories included. Also car 
port. Bargain at £1,300 ono. Tel: 0181- 
554 1782. 


QUICKIE 2 WHEELCHAIR. 16in seat, good 
condition, £400. Tel: (01844) 343902. 


EVEREST JENNINGS WHEELCHAIR, folding 
type. Vgc, £175. Tel: 0181-546 2745. 


MILFORD PERSON LIFT for sale. Used 
once. £1,000 ono. Tel: (01703) 906500 
(24 hours). 


FIAT FIORINO 1.7 diesel. M reg, fsh, 29k 
miles. Seats 4 plus wheelchair passenger. 
Ramp, electric winch. Taxed until 
August °98. Vgc, £6,995 ono. Tel: (01435) 
872015. 


ADM SHOWER UNIT, with wc, wash hand 
basin, grab rails, mirror light. Double 
= for easy wheelchair access. Excel- 
ent condition, £1,995 ono. For details, 
tel: (01869) 241474. 


LUNAR CARAVAN °94 tourer. 15ft, fully 
wheelchair friendly. Electric lift and wide 
door. Many extras. £7,000. Tel: (01977) 
915520 (Leeds area). 


Pie wees BATRICAR complete with 
canopy and trailer. Inspection and offers 
welcome at Hampton Engineering and 


DI ity, Oxford Avenue, Guiseley LS20 
. Tel: (01943) 870699. 
BATH COMPLETE WITH Apollo lowering 


seat. In working order, £200 ono. Tel: 
0498-770 642. 


POWERTEC F40 ELECTRIC wheelchair, 
16in wide, kerb climber, dual control. 18 
months old. £2,000. Tel: (01666) 890391. 


SUNTEC SL LIGHTWEIGHT wheelchair. 
Two years old, £250. Tel: (01666) 
890391. 


THROUGH-FLOOR WHEELCHAIR lift. Ideal 
for non-intrusive instalation. Two and 
half years old. Originally cost £7,500, sell 
for £2,500 ono. Tel: (01666) 890391. 


SUNRISE MEDICAL THREE-WHEEL scooter 
plus charger, £1,500. Also wedge action 
bath seat and padded bathboard, togeth- 
er, £40. Also portable raised toilet seat 
with own arm supports, £30. Tel: (01435) 
382339. 


MONTEGO VP 1986 C reg. 2 litre. Auto 
hand controls, leather seats, sunroof. P/s, 
58k miles. Good condition, £850. Tel: 
)181-642 7638 (Surrey). 


PHRYSLER VOYAGER GRAND LE91. Suit- 
able for wheelchair passenger. 24k miles, 
slatinum silver, 12 months MOT. Auto- 
matic side door and ramp. Quick sale 
required, hence price of £10,500. Tel: 
)116-286 4245. 


SUNGIFT 200 ELECTRIC scooter. As new, 
£1,200 ono. Tel: (01784) 462229. 


CHAIRMAN METRO 1.3. Auto, red, 2,100 
niles. Vgc, 1991 RAC report. £4,800 
mo. Tel: 0171-586 0553. 


JELUX EAZZYBATH LIFT with side flap 
und recharger. Never used owing to fur- 
her disability. Cost £725, will accept 
£500 ono. Folds flat for transportation. 
Tel: (01932) 863110. - 


VEWTON ROYALE ELECTRIC wheelchair. 
Inder one year old. Just serviced, little 
isage. £1,500. Tel: (01959) 571153. 


ALVEMA 300 EXTRA large pushchair. 
£500. Near Southampton. Tel: (01489) 
189750 or (01489) 614516. 
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SUNGIFT 100 3-WHEEL Batricar. Hardly 
used, vgc, £600 ono. Tel: (01725) 518624 
(Hants). 


FORD ESCORT C REG. Mot, fully convert- 
ed for wheelchair. Good condition, 
£1,500. Tel: (01305) 848593 (Dorset). 


ALDERSLEY EXCEL ELECTRIC wheelchair 
with kerb rider and battery charger. 
Adapted to transport in the rear of an 
estate car. Tel: (01256) 465059. 


CHILTERN SHOWER CUBICLE 100/90. Vgc, 
new cost £1,800, now £850 ono. Tel: 
0181-673 2556 (London). 


MANUAL RULE WINCHES. Excellent condi- 
tion. New cost £500, will sell for £330. 
Tel: (01344) 457148. 


BOOSTER 3-WHEEL ELECTRIC scooter. 
Vgc, 3 years old. Price £850 ono. Tel: 
(01524) 272808 (Lancaster area). 


ALFRED BEKKER HAND controls. Vgc, £95 
ono. Tel: (01522) 546314 (Lincoln). 


ARMCHAIR, FULLY ELECTRIC. Newly cov- 
ered, draylon. Cost £1,440, will accept 
£400. Tel: (01252) 321323. 


SUNGIFT 600 BATRICAR with canopy and 
dry battery. Good for travel abroad. 
£1,500. Tel: 0161-789 6777. 


PACESAVER 3 SCOOTER. 1996 deluxe 
model, £950. Tel: (01932) 849094. 


FORD COURIER 1.8 diesel. N reg, 6,800 


genuine miles. Rear ramp access for 
wheelchair plus 2/3 front facing seats. 
Good all round vision. Immaculate con- 
dition. £10,750 ovno. Tel: (01703) 788010 
(Southampton). 


NEARLY NEW SCOOTER/wheelchair. 
Turquoise colour, with accessories. Gen- 
uine reason for sale. No hawkers. Bought 
£3,500, accept £2,000. Tel: 0181-394 1643 
(evenings only). 


STRAIGHT STAIRLIFT VGC. Can arrange 
fittings. £950. Tel: (07050) 313192 (S/E). 


WESSEX VERTI-SEAT through floor 
wheelchair lift. Regularly serviced, can 
be seen working. New ones cost £7,000, 
will accept £1,500. Tel: (01476) 563866 
(Lincolnshire). 


POWERTEC F40 ELECTRIC wheelchair. 
Excellent condition. Collapses down to 
fit in car boot. Bought in 1995, costing 
£3,000, will accept £1,600 ono. Tel: 
(01279) 721214. 


ADJUSTAMATIC BED, electrically operat- 
ed with massage facility. Cost £3,000 in 
June 1997. Sell for £1,000 (plus trans- 
port). Tel: 0181-668 2890. 


ADJUSTAMATIC AUTO-LIFT/recline chair. 
Cost £1,800 in July 1997. Sell for £600 
(plus transport). Tel: 0181-668 2890. 


FORD ESCORT CHAIRMAN Elite. Two pas- 
sengers, plus hydraulics at rear for wheel- 
chair. Excellent condition. F reg, 21,535 
miles. Full AA report September 1997. 
£6,000. Tel: (01386) 852286 
(Broadway/Evesham). 


LARK 4-WHEEL PATHFINDER recharge bat- 
tery powered scooter. Independent 
mobility when unable to walk distances. 
New September 1995. Vgc, £675 ono. 
Tel: (01761) 471058. 


VITESSE 2000 ELECTRIC wheelchair. Elec- 
tric reclining backrest, kerb climbers, ele- 
vating legrests. £1,200. Tel: (01745) 
832435. 


ALDERSLEY PREMIUM 5 adult electric 
wheelchair. Features include kerb 
climber, high and low adjustable reclin- 
ing back, free table. As new, £1,000 (half 
price) ono. Contact Donna, tel: (01426) 
181373. 


BLUE VELVET UPHOLSTERED orthopaedic 
armchair with footrest. Ideal to support 
10-16 year old or small adult in a sitting 
posture. As new, £100. Contact Donna, 
tel: (01426) 181373. 


ADAPTED RENAULT TRAFIC. L reg, 1.7 
manual, 18k miles, white. Room for up 
to 3 wheelchairs, 5 seats, ramped access. 
Vgc. £6,000. Tel: 0181-856 8828. 


SWEDE CROSS WHEELCHAIR. Lilac, light- 
weight, very adjustable, 17in width. 
3.5 years old. £600. Call Sam or Carol, 
tel: (01926) 882831 (Warwickshire area). 


ELAP SLIDING SEAT for passenger side of 
VW Golf. Hardly used. Tel: (01745) 
889231 (Prestatyn, north Wales). 


RENAULT TRAFIC 1996. N reg, Ricon 
electric lift wheelchair fitting plus five 
seats. Only 24k miles. £9,000. Tel: 0116- 
2912572; 


FORD FIESTA CHAIRMAN. Rear access for 
wheelchair. K reg, 1.4 auto, 23k miles. 
£7,500 ono. Tel: 0181-941 0494 
(evenings, Middlesex). 


ASTRA CHAIRMAN H REG. 50k miles, 
8 months MOT. Adapted for disabled 
driver. Costs £29,000 from new. Auto- 
matic, loads of extras. £6,800 ono. Call 
Mr Peters, tel: (01689) 848117 or (07970) 
676108 (mobile). 


SHOPRIDER 4-WHEEL, nearly new. Cost 
£1,850, will accept £1,100 ono. Tel: 
(01522) 810331 or (01635) 255273. 


FORD ESTATE CHAIRMAN. 18k miles, 
12 months MOT, 3 seater. Ramp for 
wheelchair. £7,500 ono. Tel: (01730) 
825407. 


VESSA 2000 POWER wheelchair with 
charger and stabilisers. Usable by atten- 
dant or passenger. Excellent condition. 
£1,950 ono. Tel: (01730) 825407. 


FORD TRANSIT AUTO, K reg. Drive from 
wheelchair, converted for tetraplegic. 
Power steering, cruise control, remote 
control door side lift. For further details 
contact Mike, tel: (01634) 844731. 


SUPER KART QUAD go-kart. Used 3 times. 
Cost £550, want £180. Tel: 0181-850 
1255 (London area). 


QUICKIE 2 WHEELCHAIR. Excellent condi- 
tion, hardly used. Suit teenager/small 
adult. 16x14in seat, 24in wheel, dark 
green. As new, last November, £1,250. 
Bargain in at £650. Buyer to collect. Tel: 
(01703) 651736 (after 6pm). 


SEAT TERRA WITH Chairman conversion. 
1.4 diesel, 19k miles, 1 wheelchair. 
£5,250. Tel: (01656) 773088. 


METRO CHAIRMAN B REG. Access via rear 
ramp. 59k miles, MOT till March 1999. 
Good condition. £1,850. Tel: (01908) 
641455 (Bucks). 


SUNGIFT 700 SCOOTER, never used. Cost 
over £4,000, bargain at £1,750 ono. Tel: 
(01985) 850564 or (01685) 382950. 


STERLING 3-WHEEL ELECTRIC scooter 
with waterproof cover. Top of range. 
5 months old. Only used twice. New cost 
£3,051, will accept £2,000 ono. Tel: 
(01273) 835658 (Brighton area). 


1996 EMV SPORT buggy. Four wheels, 
canopy. Hardly used. £1,000. Tel: 
(01905) 778650 (Worcester). 


BEC STERLING ELECTRIC scooter. Very 
good condition, new batteries. £775. Will 
deliver. Tel: (01628) 525301. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE C REG electric carchair. 
Low mileage, vgc, 1 year MOT. £3,800 
ovno. Tel: (01582) 453539. 


RENAULT TRAFIC HI-TOP. New February 
1996, 30k miles, very clean. Fold 
down ramp etc. Four passengers plus 
two wheelchairs. £9,600. Tel: (01822) 
852415. 


DRIVE-FROM ELECTRIC carchair with spe- 
cially adapted footplate that lifts legs into 
Ford Escort. 1.4, 14k miles, comprehen- 
sively adapted for weak hands/arms. 
£6,950. Tel: (01932) 229636. 


SAFARI DISABLED CAR. Petrol, 4mph, 
tiller steering, good condition, recently 
serviced. £800 ono. Tel: 0115-916 4375. 


VOLVO 340 DL, F REG. One owner, fsh, 
c/w attendant carchair including lift sys- 
tem, vgc. £2,500. Tel: 0181-394 0857. 


VAUXHALL CORSA CHAIRMAN. 1.4, P reg, 
6,250 miles. Gowrings Mobility conver- 
sion. Ex-demonstration model plus one 
owner. Four seater plus wheelchair. 
£12,500. Tel: 0115-925 7085. 


FOUR-WHEEL ELEC-TETRA booster. 
Bought 2nd hand end of 1996. Hardly 
used since, well kept. £950. Tel: (01483) 
504173. 


CARTERS INVACARE CEILING hoist. 
“U” shaped track approximately 8m 
long. Three years old and little used. 
Cost £2,000, selling at £1,200 ono. 
Tel: (01752) 342791. 


BOOSTER LITE 4 ELECTRIC scooter and 
charger, vgc. £1,000. Tel: (01372) 454298 
(Leatherhead). 


CRUISER 3E FOLDING powerchair. Hardly 
used, in excellent condition, any reason- 


able offer. Tel: (01708) 742174. 


TWO CRAFTMATIC ADJUSTABLE beds 
with matresses, de-luxe massage and 
wave units. In good condition. Any rea- 
sonable offers. Tel: (01708) 742174. 


PACESAVER 3-WHEEL SCOOTER. As new, 
hardly used. £1,200. Tel: (01252) 314405. 


SUNRISE POWERTEC F40 electric wheel- 
chair with charger. Little use, in good 
condition. Offers please. Tel: 0171-637 
1454 (answerphone outside office hours). 


BATRICAR FOR SALE. Excellent condi- 
tion, accessories included. Also car port. 
Bargain at £1,300 ono. Tel: 0181-554 1782. 


QUANTUM 4-WHEEL ELECTRIC mobility 
scooter. New summer 1997, used infre- 
quently. £1,400 ono. Tel: (01289) 303670 
(Scottish Boarders area). 


To advertise your 
vacancies or courses 
please contact the 
Advertisement Director, 
Richard Gresham at 
Kingslea Press Ltd, 


12 Dock Offices, Surrey 
Quays Road, London 
SE16 2XU, telephone 
0171-252 1362 

(fax 0171-237 8019) 


FORD CHAIRMAN ESCORT. F reg, 1988, 
1,392cc, lowering suspension. Good con- 
dition, £4,000. Tel: (01227) 721159. 


SIENNA WHIRLPOOL JACUZZI spa. Seats 
six. Currently installed in ground floor 
private house in Warwickshire. Cost 
£7,795, reasonable offers. Purchaser 
removes. Tel: (01527) 854144. 


RENAULT CLIO RT 1.4. Five door, auto. 
Invalid specialised including Kempf 
accelerator/brake system, sliding door 
and wheelchair with crane. M reg, 1995. 
Little use, 7,500 miles. £9,000 ono. Tel: 
(01772) 812288 (Lancashire). 


FORD ESCORT CHAIRMAN. C reg, rear 
ramps plus hydraulic suspension. Full 
safety belt system. Seats three plus wheel- 
chair seated passenger. One year MOT, 
vgc, 50k miles, very reliable. £3,200 ono. 
Tel: (01923) 440939. 


NISSAN CARGO N REG. Fully adapted 
wheelchair passenger rear entry. Five 
seats, dropped floor. Fsh, red, low 
mileage, 2.3 diesel. £11,000 ono. Tel: 
(01472) 825641 (Tupling, Grimsby). 


CHAIRMAN SCUDO 1.9 diesel. One year 
old. Lowered floor, 60in rear head room. 
Seats 4 plus wheelchair passenger. Elec- 
tric belts, power assisted steering, fsh, 
13k miles. New cost £18,000, will accept 
£14,500. Tel: (01535) 652490 (West 
Yorkshire). 


POWERTEC F40 WHEELCHAIR. Excellent 
condition, new batteries with charger. 
£1,000 ono. Tel: 0181-337 2849. 


POWERCHAIR PLUS CHARGER. Vgc, used 
only 2 months. Cost £1,300 sell for £800. 
Tel: (01273) 303703 (East Sussex). 


LARK XT 3-WHEELER. Vgc, own battery 
charger. £500. Tel: (01273) 303703 (East 
Sussex). 


BEKKER HAND CONTROLS for Subaru 
Legacy automatic/Peugeot 405 automatic. 
£150. Tel: (01246) 452032 (ask for Ben). 


ESCORT CHAIRMAN K REG. White, MOT 
until April 1999, one owner. Fully adapt- 
ed for wheelchair user. Rear lowering 
facility and ramps. All round vision. 
Three passenger seats. £9,500 ono. For 
details, tel: 0117-956 6849. 


CHAMELEON 2 VOICE communicator. Full 
accessories, easy keys, sidetalk. Six 
months use, bereavement sale. Cost 
£7,500, bargain at £3,000. Tel: (01427) 
668522. 


FORD COURIER M REG. 13,500 miles, 12 
months MOT. Rear wheelchair access 
plus winch. £12,000 ono including ‘as 
new’ electric wheelchair. Tel: (01233) 
502677 (evenings). 
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Personal 


A dating agency designed for 
people with disabilities and 
is open to discerning able 
bodied people. 


Tel/Fax 01473 226950 


Lonely, bored and fed up? 
Why not give Handidate a try? 


Handidate, The Wellington Centre, 
52 Chevellier Street, Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP1 2PB 
Member of ABIA 


A HOLIDAY IN CAMBRIDGE 
Bridget's hostel provides holidays for people 
with a physical disability. Bridget's is five 
minutes from the town centre and from other 
major attractions in Cambridge. We have seven 
fully adapted single rooms, a large communal 
kitchen and living room, three specialised 
bathrooms/shower room and the possibility of 
part-time care. 


For this year it is expected that guests will bring 
their own carers. 


For more information and price guide, call 
Jenny Sandiand on 01223 354312. 


SOUTH WEST WALES 
Luxury caravans (one specially designed for 
wheelchair users and their families). 

On beautifully situated, friendly family run 
park, 250 yds from sandy beach. Heated pool. 
Bar/restaurant. Games room. Sunrise Bay 
Holiday Park, Llansteffan, Carmarthen, Dyfed, 
SA33 5LP. Phone: 01267 241394. 


ORANGE BADGE 


MACHINE S.L. 


Wheelchair Hire * Manual & 
Electric Chairs 
Electronic Scooters * Walking Aids 
Electric Powered Tricycles 
Airport Service & Island Tours 


Edificio Arco Iris, Cristian Sur, 
No 9 Av. Penetracion, 
38650 Los Cristianos, 

Arona, Tenerife 


TEL/FAX: (00 34 922) 79 73 55 


MAR Y SOL — TENERIFE 


Enjoy year round sunshine at the Mar y Sol 
complex. Wheelchair accessible apartments, 
heated pool with hoist, restaurant, poolside 
bar, equipment hire, care agency. Ring 
are or cheapest winter prices. Contracted 
OL agents. 

Susan Abbott, 123 Coppermill Road, 
Wraysbury, Staines, Middx TW19 5NX. 

Tel: (01753) 685718. 


Isle of Skye: new bungalow ready for Sept. 
Self-catering (servicing optional), purpose 
built for wheelchairs, designed to Category 2. 
Sleeps 4 in 2 bedrooms, both en-suite, one 
with lift-up seat in step-free shower. South 
facing, spectacular sea view, peaceful area, 
unspoilt, stunning scenery, birds, wildlife. 
Sorry, no pets. Colour brochure. 


Hazel Wotton, 1 Altvaid, Dunvegan, Isle of 
Skye IV55 8ZF, tel/fax: (01470) 521739. 


- Holiday flats par Cornwall. 


Nr Beach, sleeps 6 of which 1 must be disabled. 
Wheelchair access. 
Vacancies May, June, September £90 per week, 
July, August £95 per week. 


Contact Booking Manager, Mrs B. Sampson, 
tel: (01579) 344108. Brochure on request. 


Sand and Sea - SOUTHPORT 
“Sandpipers” overlooks Southport's Marine 
lake/beaches. Trips to the Lake District, Blackpool, 
Alton Towers. Accessible holiday centre. 12 single 
rooms. 12 twin rooms. Help buttons. Indoor 
swimming pool. CTV. Bar. From £250 pw — food, 
full care/volunteer help included. Registered with 
Social Services. Most physical disabilities catered 
for. Brochure? Call: 0171-833 4579 ext 132. 


HERNE BAY - KENT 


Mobile homes purpose built for people with 
disabilities in tranquil setting. Close to all 
facilities. Fully equipped. TV. Heating. 
Rates £105 to £165 per home per week. 
Brochure from: 

Strode Park Foundation, Herne, Kent 
CT6 7NE. Tel: (01227) 373292. 

Reg. Charity No. 227794 


Deadlines for the July 
issue of Disability Now: 


Booking deadline is 
12 June 
Copy deadline is 
16 June 


Hearing aid 


The Samaritans 
Minicom: 0845 7 90 91 92 


Country 


House Holidays — SURREY 


Crabhill House. Fully accessible country house — with purpose-built extension. 
26 single en-suite rooms. 5 twin rooms. Licensed bar. CTV. Conservatory. 
Lovely gardens. Electric hoists. Help buttons. Nurses/volunteer support. Day 
trips to Brighton, London, Theatreland etc. From £235 pw — food/care included. 
For information/booking form tel: 0171-833 4579 ext 132. 


LLETY MIERI 

LLANDEILO, WEST WALES 
3 charming award-winning cottages, designed for 
wheelchair users and their families. Peaceful rural 
location overlooked by Dinefwr Castle. Each warm 
and well equipped cottage sleeps 4. Extensive grounds 
and games room. Open all year. Short breaks 
available. Tel: Catherine McLoughlin (01558 823 059) 
for brochure. 


Suffolk: St Peters view was designed 
for wheelchair users. Ideally situated 
for coast, country and market towns. 
3 keys highly commended. 
Accessibility 2. 
Brochure Fax/Phone (01728) 685358. 


DISABLED? NEED A HOLIDAY? 
Luxury en-suite accommodation set in the 
beautiful Royal Forest of Dean overlooking the 
Wye Valley in Gloucestershire. Full nursing care 
available for mild and severe disabilities. 
Delicious menu, daily outings. 
Carers/Partners very welcome. 


Tel: (01594) 833495 for colour brochure. 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available 
for rent. Reasonable rates. If you are looking for 
peace and quiet, warm weather, good food and 
wine, this is the place for you. 
Book now for 1998. 
For more information tel: 0181 885 4971 evenings. 


SCOTTISH BORDERS. Two delightful, superbly equipped 
fully heated stone-built cottages with open fires in peaceful 
surroundings with beautiful views. Both suitable for disabled 
and able-bodied people, one totally wheelchair accessible 
(disabled categories 2&3). Each STB graded 5 crowns/ 
commended and sleep six adults. Lots for everyone to see 
and do. Private parking and gardens. Pets welcome. 
Tel/Fax (01450) 860678. 
http://www.aboutscotland.co.uk/quince/cherry.html 


ASHWELLTHORPE HALL HOTEL 
provides good access, specialist equipment in some 
rooms. All in a comfortable, friendly country house 
hotel set in several acres of natural grounds, nine 
miles from the ancient city of Norwich, offering 
excellent opportunities for exploring the countryside 
and coastline of East Anglia. 
Now taking Easter bookings. 
Ring 01508 489324 


Purpose-built Centre 
NETLEY VILLAGE — Hampshire 
Overlooking Southampton Water, Netley 
Waterside House has a holiday atmosphere. 16 
single and 5 twin rooms. Hoists. Call buttons. 
Parker bath. Variable height beds. CTV. Lounge. 
Bar. Trips and food included. Registered wit! 
Hants SS. Nurses and volunteers carers. From 
£235 pw. Tel: 0171 833 4579 ext 132. 


PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burnirig stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, 

St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall 
PL30 4LZ. Telephone Bodmin 
(01208) 850277 or 850617 


WHEELING AROUND 
THE ALGARVE 
RONDANDO PELO 
ALGARVE 


Self Catering villas and cottages, hotels, B&B, car hire with 
hand controls, adapted vans, etc. Scuba Diving courses 
and other sporting and leisure facilities. 


David Player, Wheeling Around The Algarve, 
Apartado 3421, 8136 Almancil, Portugal 
Tel: 00 351 89 393636 Fax: 00 351 89 397448 
E-mail: dave@player.pt Website: http://www.player.pt 


Blagdon Farm Country Holidays 
Devon/Cornwall border 
Superb, south-facing, wheelchair accessible 
luxury bungalows overlooking lake and set 
within 38 acres of glorious countryside. Many 
on-site facilities including tea room/shop. 
Take-away meals and equipment hire 
available. Tourist Board Highly Commended. 
For colour brochure please contact: 
Pauline and Tony Blight, Blagdon Farm, 
Ashwater, Beaworthy, Devon EX21 5DF. 
Phone: 01409 211509. Fax 01409 211510. 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA 


HOME WITH A HEART FOR DISABLED TRAVELLERS! 
SPACIOUS, LUXURY, ADAPTED BUNGALOW SITUATED ON 
GOLF COURSE. 3 DOUBLE BEDROOMS, 2 BATHROOMS 
(MANGAR BATHLIFT INSTALLED), CABLE TV, FREE LOCAL 
TELEPHONE CALLS, FREE COUNTRY CLUB MEMBERSHIP. 
24 HOUR 'ON CALL' MANAGEMENT COMPANY. 

15 mins ORLANDO AIRPORT. 20 mins DISNEY. 
PARAPLEGIC OWNER. 


SUE FISHER, 5 PARK LANE, 
BROUGHTON PARK, SALFORD M7 4HT. 
TEL/FAX: 0161 792 3029 


BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


Have Fun, Fun, Fun! 
“Skylarks” — Nottingham 


Purpose-built holiday centre recently 
reopened in August after £1.6m 
refurbishment. 26 single en-suite, 5 twin 
rooms. Electric hoists. CTV. Hydro pool. 
Bar. Help buttons. Free trips/excursions. 
Nurses/volunteer support. Prices from 
£245 pw — including food/care. For brochure, 
please tel: 0171 833.4579 ext 132. 


Brittany Cottage to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 454300. 


¢ Naish Holiday Village, New Milton, 
Hampshire. 

¢ Grange Court Holiday Village, 
Goodrington Sands, Devon (Lottery funded). 

* Millendreath Holiday Village, Nr. Looe, 
Cornwall. 


All fully equipped and fully wheelchair 
accessible accommodation. 

Vacancies: June, July and August. 

For full details and further information: 
Mr P Cash, (01425) 672055. 
Bournemouth Spina Bifida Association: 
Registered Charity No. 261914. 


Discover rural France at 
AUBERGE DE LA TOUR 


Enjoy being wined and dined in our 12th 
century farmhouse situated in the Loire 
Valley/Vendee area. Fully wheelchair 
accessible. Minibus available for 
excursions. Personal care available. 
Qualified English nurse proprietor. 
Generous discounts for small groups. 
For brochure contact Pat & John Bartlam, 
40 Rue St Eloi, Courlay, 79440 Deux Sevres, 
France. Tel/Fax: (00.33)5.49.72.25.37. 
Mobile home for self-catering. 


cic Bier MRS Pee in Holidays 


‘or Disabled People 
Glorious valley & river views, 3 acres gardens, 
3 lounges & conservatory. T.V./Radio all 
rooms. Menu choices. Physio, hairdresser. 
MINIBUS OUTINGS TO TINTERN, SYMOND’S 
YAT ETC. - TAKES WHEELCHAIRS - CAN ALSO 
COLLECT/RETURN TO YOUR HOME. 


Activitites, entertainments. Rates from £235/week. 


T (01594) 530581 for brochure etc. 
The Priory Res. Home, nr Tintern NP5 4TP 


Blackpool Bond Hotel 


Award winning hotel - 3 crown tourist board. 
50 bedrooms all en-suite. Hotel purpose built 
with disabled people in mind. 10 ground floor 
rooms. 2 lifts to floors. Entry level access with 
electric doors. Choice menu. Equipment 
available. Professional entertainment nightly. 
For further details: 

phone: (01253) 341218, fax: (01253) 349452. 
Bond Hotel, 120 Bond Street, 

Blackpool FY4 1HG. 


THE STACKPOLE CENTRE 


UNIQUE HOLIDAY COMPLEX ON THE SOUTH 
PEMBROKESHIRE COAST FOR FAMILIES, 
GROUPS & INDIVIDUALS: SELF-CATERING, 
COTTAGES, GROUP HOUSES & HOTEL (Wales 


Tourist Board 3 Crowns Highly Commended) POOL, 
JACUZZI, THEATRE, RESTAURANT, ART, 
POTTERY & MUSIC ROOMS, OUTDOOR 
ACTIVITIES, WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE LEVEL 1 
For info & Holiday Pack, Tel: 01646 661425 
Fax: 01646 661456 


Recruitment (continued on pages 45 & 46) 


TELEWORKING FOR DISABLED @© 
PEOPLE (T4D) PROJECT 


The T4D Project is an eighteen month transnational 
European initiative involving the UK, Italy, Spain and 
Ireland. The Project seeks to develop employment 
opportunities for disabled people through the 


development of Teleworking centres (initially based INDEPENUESS 
in Manchester, Toledo and Cork). Can 
The T4D projects requires the following staff: 

® Disability Officer (£16,500 pa) 

© Quality Assurance Officer (£15,500pa) 

® Project Manager (£17,500pa) 


This is a challenging project and successful candidates must be able to 
work under pressure to meet tight deadlines. 


The project also seeks 8 to 10 participants for the 18 month pilot. 
Applicants must be people with disabilities. 


For more information or job descriptions/person 
specifications contact Oliver Cranfield or Gurnam Singh at Independent 
Contract Unit, Unit 34 Greenheys Business Centre, 10 Pencroft Way, 


Manchester M15 6JJ. 


Tel: 0161-281 4040, Fax: 0161-232 0657, 


E-mail: gurnam@rs-telecentre.com 


Information can be obtained from our web site at 


http://www.icu.co.uk 


DISABILITY ACTION IN ISLINGTON 


wishes to appoint 
A TRAINEE OFFICE MANAGER 
(17.5 hours per week) 


To provide a high quality administrative service to the organisation 
SALARY: JNC Scale 4 (£15,888) pa pro rata 


You must be a disabled person with general office skills including 
computer literacy. You must also have a proven commitment to disabled 
people’s rights and Equal Opportunities. 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND AN APPLICATION PACK CONTACT: 


DISABILITY ACTION IN ISLINGTON 


91 Upper Street LONDON N1 ONP 
Tel: 0171-226 0137, Fax: 0171-359 1855 
Minicom: 0171-359 1891 


CLOSING DATE: 1 JULY 1998. 


MERCEDES-BENZ and 
VOLKSWAGEN Wheelchair 
Accessible Conversions 


CoTrim specialises in wheelchair accessible conversions 
for both Mercedes VClass and Vitos, and Volkswagen 
Caravelles. We are a recognised Mercedes Body Builder 
and Volkswagen Compatible Design Converter. 
We are also a recognised installer of many leading makes 
of lifts and ramps including 
AMF, Ricon, PLS and 
Ratcliff. 
In addition we carry out 
customised upholstery 
conversions, for example 
; Conversions 
cloth to leather, to high 
standards. COMMITMENT TO QUALITY 


COTRIM, ANTON MILL ROAD, ANDOVER, HAMPSHIRE, 
SP10 2RW TELEPHONE: 01264 332665 


Colrim 


Personolised Vebicle 


Four bedroom detached home 
St. Ives, Cambs. Elevator to first floor, ramps, 
hoist to refitted bathroom. Designed for 
disabled/wheelchair use. Excellent features 
throughout. Can be used as family home with 
benefits to disabled family member. £122,995. 


Call: (01480) 465065 
Taylors Estate Agents 


“ Hand Control... 


The one fully interchangeable hand control — no 
adaptation of the car is required and fits the 
majority of automatic cars in only five minutes 
and takes seconds to remove. One control for 
all your driving needs — including use on 
courtesy cars, hire cars and test driving. The 
Lynx hand control is suitable only for drivers 
with a lower limb disability. 


Lynx Car Hire... in the UK or Abroad 
we are booking agents for most of the major 
hire companies — the best cars at the best 
possible prices, made possible with a set of 
Lynx controls — we can arrange local delivery or 
have your car waiting for you at the airport. 


To find out more 
Tel/Fax: 01695 573816. 


HOLIDAY COTTAGE SOUTH 
WEST WALES 
Swn y Gwynt (Sound of the Wind). 


5 dragon WTB rating. 
Grade 1 access rating 


Built specifically for people with 
disabilities. Suit up to 4 people, 
including two in wheelchairs. Great 
views; good touring centre; easy 
parking. Reasonable inclusive rates. As 
good a place as you'll find anywhere. 


Telephone Griew on 01267 237261 


on page 46) 


COMFORT & CARE 


for incontinence sufferers 


Se | 
Comfiari ite 
Rae carl 

Superior range of quality incontinence wear for: 


DISCREET PROTECTION, COMFORT AND CONFIDENCE 


FREE BROCHURE TZ FREEPHONE 


0800 413860 
GREEN Cross HEALTHCARE LTD 
U.S. VANS FOR U.S. DOLLARS 


VanFare, USA is a tetraplegic owned company 
specialising in new and previously owned 
adapted mini or full size vans for disabled 
driver, passenger or group transport. 

Contact: VanFare, USA 11 School St., Essex, 
MA 01929 USA 

Phone: 001 978 768 6228 

Fax: 001 978 768 6404 

E-mail: vanfare@tiac.net 
http://www.tlac.net/users/vanfare 


White Villeroy and Boch wall mounted basin. 
Wall mounted manual basin assembly, flexible 
plumbing kit (incomplete), ex-display. 

Was £1,204, now £500 ono. 

Tel: (01227) 363908. Beau Bathroom, 
8a Sea Street, Herne Bay, Kent CT6 8SP 


Continued on page 46 


JUBILEE LODGE - Essex 
Purpose built holiday centre. Epping Forest, 
Cambridge. Southend nearby. 26 single en-suite 
rooms, 5 twin rooms. CTV. Motorized hoists. 
Bar. Conservatory. Coffee lounge. 
Visits/entertainment included. Help buttons. 
Nurses/volunteer Suppor Social Services 
registered. From £235 pw. For brochure call: 
0171 833 4579 ext. 132 


ODDICOMBE HALL HOTEL 
Provides an excellent holiday for the disabled 
person and their family. We have full disabled 
facilities and are able to cater for organised 
parties. All wheelchair accessible rooms open on 
to a private garden with conservatory and have 


breathtaking sea views. Private car park with 
unloading at entrance to the hotel. Open all year. 
Why not escape and relax at delightful - 
Babbacombe, Torquay? Category 2. 
Special 3-4 day breaks Nov-April. Discount for 
group bookings. Tel: (01803) 313457. 
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Do you believe in an environment that: 


* Is open and honest? 


¢ Respects individuals and their values? 


¢ Is non status? 


Are you: ¢ Offers fixed-work patterns? ee 
¢ Has a comprehensive training package? 


Positive? 
Enthusiastic? 


A good listener? 


A person who enjoys working in a 


dynamic environment ¢ 


Yes... then read on! 


<x) 


Midland Bank 


Member HSBC Group 


Do you have experience of 
_ working in the film industry? 


Do you live in Yorkshire? 


If so, phone 0171-608 0654 and 
ask for Grant or Peter 


Open Day 


Interested in Higher Education? 
The University of Leeds is holding an Open 
Day on Wednesday 24 June 1998. You will 
| have the opportunity to visit departments 
| and meet the staff of Disability Services. 
For further details: 
‘Tel: 0113 233 3927 Fax: 0113 233 3926 


RUTLAND WATER 
OPEN DAY 


For disabled people & friends 


Saturday 6 June 1998 
10.00am until 4.00pm 
at Whitwell (North Shore) 


Special attractions 
Boat Trips @ Fishing @ Sailing 
@ Archery @ Pony Rides @ Clowns 
@ Falconry @ Marching Band 
and much more 


Free Admission Free Parking 


Rutland Water Tourist 
Information Centre 
Tel: (01572) 653026 


FesAnglian Water 


Find a Friend 


RY Find-A-Friend 


Anybody - Any Age - Anywhere 
Able-bodied or Disabled 
Choose Your Own Ideal Relationship 


MUTUAL ESSENTIAL LINKS 


1 Weir Street, Northwich, 
Cheshire CW9 SHL 
Tel/Fax: (24 hrs) UK 01606 49093 
Overseas +44 + 1606 49093 


CHARITY COMMISSION NOTICE 


Charity: People First (1014898) 

Scheme: To vary the constitution 
by altering the number of 
members required to 
make a quorum 

Reference: CB-74147-CD(Ldn) 


The Charity Commissioners have 
made a scheme for this charity. 


A copy can be seen at: 

People First, 207-215 Kings Cross 
Road, London WC1X 9DB, or can 
be obtained by sending a stamped 
addressed envelope to The Charity 
Commission, St Albans House, 
57/60 Haymarket, London SW1Y 
4QX quoting the reference above. 


SECURITY SERVICES gZ 


DIRECTORATE f 
RAMPTON HOSPITAL 
AUTHORITY 
The Patient Escort Service which is part of the Security Services 
Directorate has vacancies for 1 Team Leader at Grade F and two staff 
Nurses at Grade E. 


Team Leader - RMN/RNMH - 
F Grade 


£15,715 - £19,250 p.a. 


Staff Nurses - RMN/RNMH - 
E Grade 


£14,165 - £16,410 p.a. 


all posts attract a special hospital lead of £2,751 
and a psychiatric lead of £425 p.a. 


We care for people with a wide range of treatment, rehabilitation and 
security needs in a forward thinking multi-disciplinary therapeutic 
environment. 

The Patient Escort Service works closely with their ward based colleagues 
and supports the delivery of therapy and treatment in off ward activities 
within the secure area of the hospital. The current team of Nursing 
Assistants will benefit from your clinical expertise, guidance and 
supervision. 

You will need to be able to demonstrate that you are flexible, motivated, a 
good communicator and are committed to team working. 

The successful candidates for these new posts will need to have well 
developed skills in: 

¢ Clinical Leadership 

e Change Management 

¢ Clinical Supervision 

¢ Research 

¢ Communication (verbal /written) 

¢ Commitment to personal and professional development 

In return you will enjoy ongoing personal development, career planning, 
clinical supervision and support. We have a progressive Training and 
Development Department which is an associate college of Hallam 
University. There is a wide range of clinical and mandatory courses on 
offer. We have an active Nurse Research Department and nursing staff are 
actively encouraged to develop and participate in research programmes. 
For an informal discussion concerning the above posts, please contact 
Frank Hammond, Patient Escort Manager on 
01777 247208 (Direct Line) or 01777 248321 Bleep number 208. 
Information and application packs are available from Sandra 
Armistead, Human Resources Department, Crossways, Rampton 
Hospital Authority, Retford, Notts, DN22 O0PD. Telephone 
01777 247636. 


Closing date for completed applications is Monday NHS| 
8 June 1998. 


Applications are welcomed irrespective of gender, race, & > 
age, sexual orientation, disability, marital status, Aa 
creed /religion, colour, ethnic or national origin. 


INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


No Limits Experimental Theatre Project Team (initially 2 year contract) 
Artistic Director/Co-ordinator F/T — £16,815 


(Responsibilities — Artistic Director of productions, project management, budget control, 
tour booking, health & safety, recruitment, public relations, marketing, fund raising). 


No Limits Experimental Theatre is a self-advocacy performance project based at 
Lawrence Batley Theatre, Huddersfield, involving learning disability service users. 


Send A4 SAE (50p) for details and application form to Huddersfield Mencap, 
39 Pennine Way, Salendine Nook, Huddersfield HD3 3TP. No telephone calls or CVs 
please. 


Closing date 8” June 1998. 


Lothian and 
Edinburgh 
Enterprise 


We are an equal 
opportunities employer 


Opportunities exist for key individuals, dedicated to delivering outstanding customer service at 


our new centre in Edinburgh Park, South Gyle. 


We offer a range of facilities to suit people with disabilities, financial assistance with child 
care costs during training and offer a competitive salary of up to £10,500 plus benefits. 


Hours of work are bewteen 0800 and 2200 Mon-Sun. Part-time hours 
between 0930 and 1430 Mon-Fri/17000 and 2200 Mon-Fri/ 
. Weekend combination. 


For an application form and full job description, please telephone our 
24-hour answer service on 


0800 919 679 


LAMBETH CENTRE FOR 
INDEPENDENT LIVING 


Barstow Crescent @ Palace Road @ London SW2 3NS 
Tel: 0181 671 6464 © Minicom: 0181 671 9179 © Fax: 0181 671 9078 


The Lambeth Centre for Independent Living (Lambeth CIL), an 
organisation where disabled people plan and develop activities 
and services with local disabled people, now requires a disabled 
person for the post of 


DIRECT PAYMENTS PROJECT WORKER (35 hours) 


Salary — £22,092 pa (inc of LW) 
(Post currently funded March 1999) 


This exciting new post has been created to develop and implement 
the Direct Payments Scheme in the London Borough of Lambeth. 
The post-holder will consult broadly and liaise actively with the 
local community. S/he will have an understanding of the range of 
issues involved in setting up a direct payments scheme including 
consultation, training and advocacy. 


Lambeth CIL has an Equal Opportunities commitment to respond 
to the needs of disabled people from all sections of the community. 
Applications are particularly encouraged from under-represented 
groups (eg disabled people from black and ethnic minorities 
communities, disabled lesbians and gay men). 


For an application pack please contact Lambeth CIL’s office 
above. Please note: CV’s shall not be accepted. 


Application packs can be made available in large print, tape, or 
floppy disk (PC format). working premises are fully accessible to 
wheelchair users. 


Closing date for completed applications: Friday 26th June 1998. 


HEALTH DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 


(Health Awareness Initiative) 
Salary: (£16,665 pro rata 30 or 32.5 hours per week) 


Sense 


The National Deafblind 
licread ats This challenging national post aims to provide families, professionals 
and deafblind people with information on conditions that result 
in deafblindness, and guidance on good practice and the prevention 
of ill health. The work mainly involves active information collection, dissemination, 
responding to enquiries and liaising with colleagues involved in direct services. 
Closing date: 4 June 1998. 


The Post is based at Sense Head Office, London 
For further information and an application form please contact: 
Sense, 11-13 Clifton Terrace, Finsbury Park, London N4 3SR. 
Tel: 0171-272 7774 ext 232, Fax: 0171-272 6012, 
Minicom: 0171-272 9648, E-mail: aleefos@sense.org.uk 
—— ana 


Sense is an expanding national voluntary organisation with an international reputation 
for enabling people with severe sensory and learning disabilities to develop living and 
communication skills. 


DN is on the web. Visit our site at 
http://www.disabilitynow.org.uk 
or you can e-mail us with ideas on 

editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Disability Now is not responsible for 
claims made in the advertisements it 
prints and all readers are advised to 
check claims with the advertisers 
before relying on them. 
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HAMPSHIRE COALITION OF DISABLED PEOPLE AND 
THE DEAF USERS GROUP 
require a part-time worker 18.5hrs per week 


COUNTY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 
SALARY Circa £18,000 - £19,000 pro rata 


| Ideal applicant will have direct personal experience of _ 
disability with a wide range of skills or experience including: 


¢ In-depth knowledge of the disabled persons movement, 
national initiatives, and the social model of disability. 

¢ Good understanding of the legislation relevant to disabled 
people. 

¢ Ability to manage staff, volunteers, budgets. 

¢ Develop and maintain effective information systems. 

¢ Communicate effectively and understand the need for 
different formats. 

e Produce reports and statistical information. 

¢ Work alongside the management group in policy and 
project development. 


Application forms from The Focus Office, 

10b Dragoon House, Hussar Court, Brambles 
Business Park, Waterlooville, Hants PO7 6SG. 
Tel/Fax (01705) 716153 

Closing date 19th June 1998 


Funded by the National Lottery Charities Board. 


J 


NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 
CHARITIES 
BOARD 


HEALTH AND DISABILITIES DIVISION 


direct payments 
monitoring officer 


£13,416 - £14,808 painc. Ref: 743 


This exciting new. prospect reflects the Council’s 
commitment to giving local disabled people choice and 
control in their lives by creating a Direct Payments Scheme. 


The post holder will be responsible for developing and 
running the scheme. Duties will include liaison with 
disabled people, care management teams, voluntary 
organisations and the Independent Living Agency, 
providing information and support around the 
management of direct payments to individuals and a 
monitoring and administrative role for Social Services. 


The post holder will be based within a care 
management team. Our offices are fully wheelchair 
accessible and applications from disabled people are 
particularly welcomed. 


For an Application form and job details please write to 
the Social Services Department, Personnel Unit, 
Civic Centre, Dagenham, Essex, RM10 7BW or telephone 
0181 252 8422 (24 hour ansaphone) quoting reference 
- number 743. 


Closing date: 13th June 1998. 


Interview date: 2nd July 1998. 
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WORKING TOWARDS EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
WEST OF ENGLAND 
CENTRE FOR 


ere 
nat WECIL 
INTEGRATED LIVING 


REQUIRES A DISABLED PERSON FOR THE POST OF 


EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT WORKER (F/T) 
SALARY: £17,481 - £18,636 (A P T & C, pt 35-37) 


To develop and facilitate a range of courses and work 
experience placements for unemployed disabled people to 
enable them to move into employment, particularly in the 
area of advice, information and arts. 


Closing date: Friday 26 June 1998 


Further information: Wendy Tyler, WECIL Ltd., Leinster 
Avenue, Knowle, Bristol BS4 1AR, tel: (0117) 983 9839 
(voice and minicom). 


WECIL particularly encourages applications from 
under-represented groups (eg black disabled people, 
disabled lesbians and gay men). 


Want your advert to reach more people? Why not put your advert 


on DN’s website? To add yours,contact Richard Gresham, 
tel: 0171-252 1362, fax: 0171-383 4575. 


Disabilitynow June 1998 


IDEAL Training, a disabled people’s organisation providing disability 
equality training seeks a full-time Admin/Resources Worker to fill an NLCB 
3-year funded post. Salary £13,185 - £15,759. 


Details and application packs (in print and alternative formats on request) 
available from: 


IDEAL Training, Norton Park Centre, 57 Albion Road, EDINBURGH, EH7 5QY. 
Phone: 0131-475 2541, Fax: 0131-475 2392. 


Closing date for application 5pm Friday 12th June. 
Interviews will be held on Thursday 25th/Friday 26th June. 

NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 


CHARITIES 
BOARD 


Disabled people are actively encouraged to apply. 


IDEAL Training: Challenging Attitudes, Changing Practice. 


S)2@ Durham City 
WP Shopmobility 


Registered Charity Number 1068087 
13-17 Claypath, Durham City, DH1 1RH 


Full-time Manager £15,759 


Part-time (20 Hrs) Administrative Co-ordinator 
Pro rata £12,883 
Durham City Shopmobility is a new and exciting 


initiative funded by the National Lottery for a three 
year period. 


3 


We are looking to appoint a Manager to take up post 
on 1 September and Co-ordinator of Volunteers who 
will take up after 1 September 1998. The successful 
candidates will preferably have an interest in and have 
experience of working with people who have mobility 
problems. 


Interviews are scheduled for 15 July 1998. 


For further details please write only for an application 
pack to Durham City Shopmobility, 13/17 Claypath, 
Durham City, DH1 1RH. 


These posts are initially three year fixed 
term contracts. 


Closing date for applications 26 June 1998. 

NATIONAL 

LOTTERY 

CHARITIES 
BOARD 


Durham City Shopmobility is an equal 
opportunities employer. 


SVG. THE JENNIFER TRUST FOR 
SPINAL MUSCULAR ATROPHY 


s Registered Charity No. 327669 
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© Young People’s Living and Life Choices Service Co-ordinator (24 hours per week) 
£8,953pa 
© Project Support Worker (20 hours per week) £5,200pa 


The Jennifer Trust for Spinal Muscular Atrophy is launching a new service primarily 
working with 16-25 year olds who have Spinal Muscular atrophy (SMA). This service 
will offer advice, support and information around affordable housing needs and other 
life issues such as independent living, aids and equipment, and arranging and 
managing the employment of personal care assistants. This will be facilitated by a UK 
wide volunteer network of young adults offering peer support. We are seeking to 
recruit: 


© A Project Co-ordinator who will work with our volunteer team offering support and 
co-ordination to the service. The successful post holder will have experience of 
working with young adults who have a neuromuscular impairment, good 
communication skills, the ability to work as part of a team, computer skills. 


© A Project Support Worker who will offer administrative back up to the project and 
its co-ordinators. The post holder will have good IT and communication skills, and an 
administrative background. 


The Young People’s Co-ordinator post may be home based up to two hours travel 
away from our base at Stratford-upon-Avon. The Support Worker post will be based at 


our head office in Stratford-upon-Avon. 


For an information pack please contact: ANITA MACAULAY, Director, 

at JTSMA, 29b Avon House, New Broad Street, Stratford-upon-Avon, 

tel: (01789) 267520. 
NATIONAL 
LOTTERY 
CHARITIES 


Closing date for applications: 30th June 1998. The JTSMA is committed 
to Equal Opportunities. These posts are funded by the National Lotte 
Charities Board for a period of three years. BOARD 


Raglan Housing Association Ltd 


a 1 bedroom flats to let, Loughborough. 
Adapted to suit wheelchair user. 
Contact: 


David Shepherd, Raglan Housing 
Association, Tel: 0116-2774429. 


Raglan 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0500 357 496 


All major credit cards accepted 


THE ANSWER! 


Ring Free 0800 214 045 
for brochure or 
demo 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLE REGISTER 


ARE YOU HAVING PROBLEMS 
LOCATING THE USED VEHICLE 
YOU NEED OR DISPOSING OF 
YOUR EXISTING VEHICLE? 
Register your requirements or vehicle | 
for sale with the Wheelchair Accessible 
Vehicle Register 
and let us match buyer with seller. 
For full details of this service telephone 


(01202) 814112 


COTSWOLD COTS 


Build Cots and Beds for Adults and 


Children with Special Needs £5 
We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


gue? Extra Strong Playpens. 
pro Extra Large Stairgates. 
new! Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


Is scooter storage a problem? 


Looking for an affordable weather proof 
storage for your scooter - contact Comfort 
Aids for information on our scooter hut. 
Telephone Hayley or Kelly on 


0115-911 0322 


D&K MOBILITY 


TEL: 01474 353837 
WE CARE FOR YOUR CARE 


5% OFF 
ALL NEW 
ELECTRICAL 
EQUIPMENT 
FORA 
LIMITED 
PERIOD 
ONLY 


Mobility Scooters 
Stairlifts (second hand and new) 
Invalid Accessories 


SALES * SERVICE * HIRE 


62 HOLLYBUSH ROAD 
GRAVESEND, KENT DA12 5QQ 


NOW OPEN: 
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm, Sat 10am-3pm 


BIG BIBS 
For anyone who loves to eat! 
Effective clothes protection — fully washable 


FREE BROCHURE illustrating the range of 
fun and formal designs 
Up Front Designware, Feveralls Lodge, 
Roe End Lane, Markyate, Herts AL3 8AG. 
Tel: (01582) 840797 


JIM DORAN HAND CONTROLS 
Tel: 01203 460833 
Fax: 01203 462011 
CAR CONVERSION SPECIALISTS 
Helping to keep YOU in the driving seat 
Contact us whether a driver or passenger to 
see if we can assist 


® VEHICLE CONVERTERS new or 
used base vehicles, minibuses or 
single wheelchair vehicles 

®@ SELF-DRIVE RENTAL accessible 


minibuses, cars, Fiat Fiorinos 
© TAXI-TOUR-TRANSFERS all using 
accessible luxury minibuses 


1 Johnston Green, Guildford. 
Tel: 01483 233640 
Fax: 01483 237772 


“Changing holiday money 
can be expensive with high 
‘street banks charging a hefty 
“commission. A bank may 
‘charge two per cent 
commission. So on £500 it 
»would take £10. 
Foreign money 

| dealer Thomas 
Exchange, no 
relation to Thomas 
Cook, is offering 
DN readers the 
chance to buy or 
sell any foreign 
currency, commission free. 
They guarantee that their 
exchange rates will be in line 
with high street banks, or 
better. You can also buy 
American Express foreign 
currency travellers cheques 
without commission. 

You can purchase foreign 
bankers drafts in over 30 
‘world currencies at a flat 
charge of £4 per draft, and 
| 


ad 


E 


Save your holiday cash 


overseas money transfers to 
over 100 world destinations 
at £12.50 per transfer, 
whatever the amounts. 

We offer expert advice on 
currency and “in and out” 
restrictions, and 
personal advice on 
how to take foreign 
currencies abroad. 

So save some 
dough — either visit 
Thomas Exchange 
4 at 13 Maddox 

Street, London 

W1R 9LE with this coupon, 

or use their mail order service 

(£4.50 charge for postage — 

ideal for group exchanges). 


For more details, tel: 0171- 
493 1300. Please quote 
reference DN100 with mail 
order and on all subsequent 
correspondence. This offer 


is open until 31 dé 


December 1998. 
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Up, up and away 


Looking for a great day out for 
the family? Celebrate the 80th 
anniversary of the world’s most 
famous air force with DN. 

The Royal International Air 
Tattoo, RAF Fairford, 
Gloucestershire, 25-26 July, 
have allocated DN readers 15 
pairs of adult tickets, worth 
£48 per pair. 

Join in the celebrations and 
you can watch Guardians of 
the Skies, a flypast displaying 
the history of the RAF. 

You can watch pilots from 30 
nations performing stunning 


ay 


To enter these special offers 
send your name, address and 
telephone number on a 
ostcard marked Thailand 
or Air Tattoo, to Disability 
N ow, 6 Market Road, 
‘London N7 9PW. 

Closing dates: Air Tattoo 26 
Bjune, Thailand 24 July. 
Offers not open to DN staff 
_or associates. UK entries 
_accepted only. 


aerobic routines. See the 
history of aircraft, from Great 
War bi-planes to the futuristic 
Eurofighter 2000. 

You'll see death defying wing- 
walkers, Concorde and the 
legendary Red Arrows, along 
with Spy in the Sky, a collection 
of spy planes from across the 
world. 

See box below for entry details. 


Still suffering from winter 
blues? Having trouble deciding 
on a summer holiday? Why not 
let DN help you out. 

Thanks to Associated 
Incentive Travel (AIT), we can 
offer one lucky winner the 
holiday of a lifetime — a two 
week trip to Thailand, worth 
nearly £1,700. 

There are many organisations 
who have disabled holiday 
makers. But, Wings on Wheels 
is a new concept. It sets out to 
fully integrate disabled and 
able-bodied travellers, enabling 
them to experience worldwide 
holidays together. This 
combination of disabled and 
able-bodied travellers has 
allowed a reduction in the price 
for this exciting trip. 

On 30 November a group of 
30 people (half of them 
disabled) will fly from Heathrow 
airport non-stop to Bangkok 
with Thai International 
Airlines. You will arrive early 1 
December and will be taken to 
the Asia Hotel, Bangkok. 
Accommodation is in twin 
bedded rooms with private 
facilities. 

While in Bangkok you will 
take in the City and Temples 


OUT AND ABOUT 
DN’s ideas of what to do and 
where to go this summer. 


DN SURVEY 
Who gives the best service in the 
home-banking market? 


CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW 


Was access better this year? 


FASHION 
What to do if you are tall 
short, overweight or thin. 


Plus the best news, views, 
jobs and offers. On sale 
27 June. 


Special offers 47 


Terrific Thailand trip 


Tour, as well as such sights as 
the Grand Palace and Emerald 
Buddha. You will eat out at 
superb restaurants including 
the Rice Barge, The Rose 
Garden and Sawasdee 
Restaurant, and enjoy 
traditional Thai dancing. 

The group will also have the 
chance to meet members of the 
Association of Physically 
Handicapped of Thailand 
(APHT). 

From 5 December, the group 
moves to the Asia Hotel, Pattaya, 
a coastal resort. Interesting and 
relaxing activities will be 
included, such as a tour of 
Pattaya, the Alcazar Show and 
a boat trip with lunch ona 


coral island. You can also try 
your hand at ice-carving and 
cookery at the Ice Carving hotel. 

Staff accompanying the group 
are experienced in trips of this 
kind, gained from worldwide 
travel. A fully qualified nurse 
will also be with the group at 
all times. 

All-in-all a wonderful trip — 
one that you will remember for 
a lifetime. 


For information (not competition 
entries) contact Jean Burdett, 
tel (01293) 773584 or Peter 
Gooch, tel: (01403) 823696 
(9am-5.30pm). Or write to AIT, 
9 Rathbone Place, London 
W1P 1DE, Fax: 0171-830 0601. 


MEDICINE 


FORUM ON LEARNING DISABILITY 
NOTICE OF FORTHCOMING MEETING 


Theoretical and practical approaches to 
the management of eating and drinking 
difficulties in people with learning 
disabilities from infancy to adult life 


Wednesday 30th September 1998 


This one day conference will cover developmental, biological, 
neurological, social and emotional aspects of dysphagia in people with 
learning disabilities. Mention will be made about specific problems 
associated with different biologically determined disorders. Assessment 
methods, approaches to intervention, nutritional considerations, and 
problems arising from prolonged tube feeding will be discussed, as 
will problems associated with appropriate delivery of intervention and 


care for adults in community settings, the importance of maintaining 
multi-disciplinary input throughout life and the central role which food 
plays in the well-being of the individual. 


Speakers will include: 
e Dr Catherine Senez (Marseille) ¢ Dr Sheena Riley (London) 


¢ Ms Lesley Burnett (Dundee) 


e Dr Jennifer Dennis (Oxford) 
© Dr Sarah Manton (Dundee) 


¢ Kirsty Hamilton (Dundee) 
e Ms Clare Hill (Edinburgh) 
The symposium qualifies for 5 CME points. 
Registration fees: 

RMS Fellows, Forum Members, £30.00 
Non-Fellows, Non-Forum Members, £60.00 


This fee includes coffee, lunch and tea. A special student fee may 
be available on personal application. 


Please contact: Lisa Spicer, Academic Administrator, 
The Royal Society of Medicine, 
1 Wimpole Street, London W1M 8AE 
Tel: +44 (0)171 290 2988 Fax: +44 (0)171 290 2989 
E-mail: Lisa.Spicer@roysocmed.ac.uk 


DisabilityNow June 1998 
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